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Flame International is a Christian 
ministry with a passion to reach 
out with God’s love to broken and 
hurting people, particularly those 
in the poorest countries of the 
world, and to see nations healed 
and walking in forgiveness and 
reconciliation.

Through healing conferences, 
trauma workshops and prayer 
ministry, we equip and train leaders 
in the church, the military and in 
the wider society, to impact their 
communities.

Cover Image: Rape-conceived 
children and orphans await their 
once-a-week provision of nutrient-
rich porridge at a project in Goma, 
DRC. It is a meal that will stave 
off malnutrition.  The project also 
cares for young victims of rape 
and provides essential healthcare, 
education and work skills. See the 
‘Mission’ article for more details.
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othing fits anymore! Many of us who are parents 
find it amazing how these things always seem to 

catch us by surprise - one day the children are dressed 
neatly in lovely clothes and the very next day (so it 
seems) their sleeves are halfway up their arms and 
their trousers have kissed goodbye to their ankles 
forever! Well today that’s us. We’ve been growing 
steadily and all of a sudden things have become a little 
on the tight side. Our office, which is small for one 
person, now holds three and there’s a game of Twister 
everytime someone needs to get to the printer. It can 
get very cosy when we invite the full team in from 
their workplaces across the country. Our volunteers 
on the mission field are needed again and again and 
are up against their capacity to travel. Our team 
leaders are being swamped by the invites they’ve 
received to extend the ministry into new areas and 
countries. And then there’s the ever-present clamour 
for practical help in the situations in which we work.

How are we going to manage it all?  After a period in 
which God was calling us to wait, it now appears that 
we’re in a time of go, go, go, and we are excited to see 
what he will do. And that’s the answer. We call upon 
the name of Jesus. And we keep going, and we work 
hard and we keep trusting that more people will join 
us on this incredible journey.   BI
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WHAT DOES OUR 
MISSION MODEL 
LOOK LIKE AND HOW 
IS IT INSPIRED BY 
WHAT WE SEE IN 
THE SCRIPTURES?

In his studies for a Diploma in 
Kingdom Theology at Westminster 
Theological Centre, Mark Leakey, 
Flame’s Chair of Trustees, was 
asked to describe and evaluate 
a missional project that he has 
contributed to in the last 12 months 
that took him out of his comfort 
zone. In his response Mark reflects 
theologically, and in relation 
to missiological theory, on the 
planning, implementation and 
success of Flame’s recent project in 
Goma, DRC.

n April 2014 Flame International conducted 
a two-week mission to Goma, the so-called 

‘Rape Capital of the World’, in the Democratic 
Republic of Congo (DRC). Flame International 
is a young, christian organization with a healing 
and deliverance ministry that it imparts primarily 
to trauma victims in post-conflict countries 
of Africa (South Sudan, Burundi and DRC) as 
well as other countries in the Middle East and 
Asia.  I will describe this particular short-term 
mission, focussing on the ministry to church 
leaders and victims of rape, including a brief 
account of the country, together with the planning, 
implementation and results of the mission, and how 
it fitted into missiological theory.

DRC is the third largest country in Africa with a 
population of 77 million, 50% of which is Roman 

 I
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Catholic with Protestants making up 20% of the 
country in 200 ethnic groups.  The conflict of
1996 - 2003 claimed some six million lives.  Many 
militia forces (e.g. Mai Mai and M23) still vie for 
control in the east of the country, resulting in 
considerable security problems. Large parts of DRC 
are effectively ‘ungoverned space’. Four women are 
raped every five minutes, totalling over 400,000 
per annum, predominantly in the east. The Mai 
Mai rape their victims with branches or bayonets; 
others rape a woman, ‘five or six of them at a time...
then they shoot a gun into her vagina.’   DRC has 
recently been confirmed as the place where the 
HIV/AIDS pandemic began, resulting inevitably in 
high rates of infection among victims. Economically, 
DRC occupies ‘the final spot on the IMF’s list of 
per capita gross domestic production, with a total 
production of just $231 per person’.  In short, DRC 

is a dark, broken country with enormous material 
and spiritual needs.

Flame International first conducted missions into 
DRC in 2010. In 2011 Jan Ransom, Val Batchelor 
and I, the chairman of the organisation, met with 
the Anglican Archbishop, the Most Rev Henri 
Isingoma Kahwa, and agreed in principle that we 
would aim to minister at least twice in every one 
of his nine dioceses. The team consisted of nine 
individuals, all of whom had previous experience 
of Flame International missions to Africa, and who 
at least had good experience of prayer ministry. 
We were all encouraged to prepare spiritually; 
importantly, each team member submitted the 
contact details of three intercessors who were 
committed to praying daily for the mission, with a 
view to passing on to the team any words, pictures 

Rape-conceived children and orphans wait for a mug of porridge at a project in Goma, Democratic Republic of Congo. 
Photo: Gareth Barton/Flame International
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or Scriptures they received. Jan and Val conducted 
detailed planning with our contact on the ground, 
Rev Desire Mukanirwa, who is responsible to the 
Archbishop for all diocesan mission activity. 

Goma is a large town on the northern tip of Lake 
Tanganyika. It lies within a few miles of an active 
volcano which last erupted some 12 years before 
our visit. The first two and a half days were spent 
teaching about 50 church leaders from various 
denominations in a local church, which had 
been mortared by the M23 rebels a few months 
beforehand and still bore a huge hole in one of the 
walls. The teaching was interactive; a significant 
example was the opportunity for delegates to come 
forward and enact their forgiveness by hammering 
red discs onto a cross. The teaching was interspersed 
with frequent use of drama to make a point. An 
experienced interpreter translated into Swahili. 
The delegates were then split into workshops for 
the remaining one and a half days, supported by 
facilitators from the team (I led a group of some six 
men). The aim was to reinforce the teaching and 
to present the delegates with models for healing 
which, after practise, they could take back to their 
communities. This phase enabled each delegate to 
‘tell their story’, to give an account of the trauma 
they had experienced, and to share whatever they 
wanted Jesus to heal. The delegates had a variety of 
issues for which they needed prayer and healing: 
early death in families; the effect of volcanic 
eruptions; loss of houses, businesses and possessions 
in the recent wars and conflicts; and so on. Many 
gave testimony to healing from broken-heartedness, 
despair and rejection; others testified to healing of 
physical ailments. Some were clearly delivered from 
demonic possession (e.g. a man who manifested 
noisily when we addressed a spirit of poverty).

The next group of people we ministered to were the 
female victims of rape; about 50 came for two days. 
We soon discovered that rape victims in DRC not 
only suffer unimaginable physical pain and trauma; 
they also suffer rejection, are often thrown out of 
their homes and many end up on the streets, even 
more vulnerable to the rapist. This was my first 
experience of spending any time at all with such a 

group and initially I felt well outside my ‘comfort 
zone’. But the women responded positively to our 
ministry and teaching. This began with the men 
in the team washing the hands of all the women 
victims; this was in response to the sense that many 
such victims feel soiled. We all had a strong sense 
of God’s love for the women to whom we were 
ministering to; one of our intercessors messaged us 
with the need for the team to hug the victims as a 
means of ‘transmitting’ God’s love and compassion 
for them. This had a powerful effect; many of the 
women clung on to the team members and we felt 
it was a clear expression of God’s healing love for 
the women. Another message concerned women 
who had difficulty in walking, some with damaged 
feet. A ‘call’ was given and about eight women 
responded. This time the men in the team washed 
the feet of the women. I found this to be a moving 
experience, enhanced by several women declaring 
that they had experienced instant healing of their 
broken feet. Many other women testified to healing 
of stomach and back pain. Significantly, the cross 
that was again used as part of the teaching on 
forgiveness was covered with red discs. One woman 
declared that the teaching had been ‘like gold’.

The next two days were spent in the local barracks 
with DRC army officers who were taking part in a 
conference organised by military chaplains. There 
was a certain irony in this: many perpetrators of 
rape in DRC are soldiers. Nevertheless, most of 
the participants were obviously Christians, their 
worship was vociferous and they received with relish 
copies of the Bible that we gave out. Many claimed 
physical healing after prayer ministry. During our 
relatively short stay, we also had opportunities to 
preach in churches and to visit the local prison.

Missiology is the ‘the study of the missionary 
function of the Christian Church’.  The concept of 
‘Missio Dei’, the ‘mission of God’, can be interpreted 
as ‘God at War’, beginning to create in a dark and 
formless void.  A constant thread in Scripture is the 
theme of God bringing light into darkness. God’s 
first utterance in Scripture is ‘Let there be light’ 
(Gen 1:3). Later, after Adam and Eve have sinned, 
God comes looking for them: ‘The LORD God 
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Flame projects also take them beyond Africa. Here the mostly abandoned and derelict 
Soviet-era tower blocks in Armenia house hurting people, crying out for help.
Photo: Gareth Barton/Flame International

called to the man, “Where are you?” (Gen 3:9). Thus 
begins the start of God’s mission, God reaching out 
to restore his relationship with mankind. 

Later in Genesis, God calls Abraham and gives 
him a mission: “Leave your country...and go to 
the land I will show you.” (Gen 12:1).  This is an 
early model of mission: ‘leaving’ and ‘going’ to a 
different, unfamiliar land.  Then Moses is called: 
“I have indeed seen the misery of my people...So 
now go, I am sending you...” (Ex 3:1 and 10). This 
again demonstrates God’s compassion for man 
and the despatching of Moses to rescue his people. 
Much later Isaiah, whose guilt has been taken away 
and whose sin is atoned for, responds to God’s call 
“Whom shall I send...?” with “Here am I, send me!” 
(Isa 6:8).  The theme of light in darkness is echoed 
in John’s gospel: ‘The light shines in darkness...’ 
(Jn 1:5). This is the next crucial step in the ‘Missio 
Dei’. Jesus’ mission takes him to the very margins 
of society (the poor, the lepers, the ‘sinners’) in the 

margins of Jewish geography (Tyre, Sidon, Samaria).  
A key declaration of his mission is proclaimed in 
the synagogue when he claims to be the realisation 
of Isaiah’s prophecy (Lk 4:18, 19 and Is 61:1-3 
respectively). Later he commissions the disciples to 
‘go’ with authority over the demonic and the sick, 
and after he returns to heaven, with the power of the 
Holy Spirit.  

Later illustrations of missiological theory can 
be found throughout church history. St Thomas 
Aquinas writes that ‘mercy is the compassion in 
our heart for another’s misery by which, indeed, we 
are impelled to give succour, if we are able.’  Dante’s 
Inferno is full of his compassion for the damned.  
However, Mother Theresa’s stinging rebuke: “We 
have forgotten that we belong to each other” is 
a salutary reminder to Christians whose church 
becomes a ‘place of brokerage’ where ‘the poor come 
to get stuff and the rich come to dump stuff.’  
Jesus’ ministry was, arguably, holistic. MacNutt 
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argues that Jesus saw his mission primarily as 
deliverance from the demonic and healing the sick.  
But Jesus also condemns the ‘goats’ who fail to feed 
the hungry or clothe the naked (Matt 25:41–43).

I would submit that the mission I took part in was 
extraordinary, was successful and was modelled on 
missiological theory. Every volunteer who came 
sensed a calling to ‘go’, to a particularly challenging 
environment (spiritually and physically). The 
point of the mission was to bring God’s light into 
a dark and broken place, to people on the edges 
of society, and to bring and release a measure of 
God’s healing and deliverance. This the team did. 
Every member expressed mercy and compassion, 
particularly for a ‘damned’ segment of society, the 
victims of multiple rape. But we left the ‘damned’ 
with a measure of healing, with some ‘release from 
darkness’ and ‘garments of praise instead of a spirit 
of despair’ (Is 61:1,3).

The genuine sense of release and joy among the 
rape victims, in particular, during just two days, 
was remarkable. But we also came away wanting 
to do more, having ministered to the spiritual, to 
do something more in the physical. As I write I 
am looking at ways to generate funds to support 
practical measures on the ground, to support local 
initiatives that are providing income generating 
schemes for victims of rape, and medical and 
nutritional help for children, the by-products of 
rape. 

Although I have been on more than 20 missions 
with Flame International, this was probably the 
most memorable, the most poignant. I certainly 
explored the edges of my ‘comfort zone’. The 

Mark Leakey is greeted by a crowd of soldiers’ children in a 
barracks in Goma, Democratic Republic of Congo.
Photo: Gareth Barton/Flame International

opportunity to teach and minister to church leaders 
and soldiers was, as ever, a spiritually enhancing 
experience, a genuine privilege. But to wash the 
hands and feet of raped women, to hug them with 
God’s love and to pray into the trauma of their 
lives was deeply moving. Each member of the team 
responded to the call to ‘go’, and I believe that we 
brought a shaft of God’s light into a dark and broken 
place. BI

We’re looking to purchase an 
industrial sewing machine for a 
programme working with victims 
of rape in Goma. Please contact the 
office if you’d be interested in helping 
us with this.
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Flame trustee Nick Shenow recalls a day 
with Flame that changed his life forever.

A DAY I WON’T FORGET
The day I’ll never forget took place 
in the summer of 2009.  I had felt 
God call me to full time Christian 
work a few months before and I 
wondered how to conclude my 
army career and take the next 
steps forward. I went away to the 
New Wine conference to explore 
the future a little more with God.  
During my time at New Wine I 
eagerly volunteered to work on 
the Flame stand where my job was 
to tell passers by about the work 
of Flame and sell a greeting card 
or two.  As a single man I had 
developed a ‘patter’.  I was getting 
overly proficient at selling cards to 
single ladies interested in mission!   

One very pretty lady came along, 
and I deployed my lines.  I found 
myself charmed by her beautiful 
eyes and lovely, engaging way 
of speaking. She said she had a 
‘word from God’ for this stage of 
my life; in hindsight this was the 
thing I had come to New Wine to 

receive, it was simple but profound 
for me as this lady explained that 
God would ‘show me the next 
steps’.  ‘Next steps’ then became 
a very significant and helpful 
narrative for me as I left the army 
and pondered what to do.  The 
lady, whose name I had learnt was 
Sarah, purchased several cards and 
then evaporated into the crowds.  
As she left Jan said to me, “she’s 
nice”, I couldn’t help but agree.  

Two years later at the departures 
of Terminal 5 with a Flame team, 
waiting to go to Nzara in South 
Sudan, I saw Sarah again.  “Nice 
to see you again Sarah”, I chirped.  
She looked confused.  “We haven’t 
met before.” She said this very 
definitely.   “Yes we have”, I said.  
And I reminded her about our 
encounter two years before.  She 
still looked at me doubtfully.  
However, our conversation went 
on and it didn’t seem to matter. 
We then spent 10 incredible days 

in South Sudan with an energetic 
and fun team. I got to know Sarah 
and the rest of team far better over 
those 10 days. It was a bonding 
experience as we saw inspirational 
moves of God’s power and people’s 
emotional pain healed.  We saw 
physical healings, including 
people’s legs lengthening. I was 
astounded by the humility of the 
Bishop of Nzara, a very intelligent 
and lovely man. We also met many 
who had forgiven the perpetrators 
of the most terrible murders and 
violence to wives, husbands and 
children.  Our living conditions 
were clean yet adventurous.  Most 
of the girls got sick, and ants 
easily found ways in through the 
straw thatch of the simple huts 
to attack the guys at night!  Such 
experiences brought the team close 
together and have given us lasting 
friendships.  

The truly lasting friendship is of 
course mine with Sarah.  At the 
conclusion of the trip we began to 
see more of each other and within 
a few months we were falling in 
love and married just a year after 
our reintroduction at Heathrow. 
I’ll never forget the day I first met 
Sarah but, ironically she still can’t 
recall the first day she met me 
during our conversation at New 
Wine.  She still has the greetings 
cards I sold her; one is entitled 
‘hope’ and we have it framed in 
our house. BI
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Life on the Rocks.
Flame International ministers 
amongst the poorest communities 
in the world, many of whom live in 
challenging environments.

The landscape of Goma on the eastern border 
of the Democratic Republic of Congo is 
extraordinary. The city lies under the shadow of 
the impressive Mount Nyiragongo. Standing at 
almost 12,000ft this active volcano is a constant 
presence, an astonishing beauty and a very real 
threat.  The most recent eruption in 2002 saw a 
lava stream flow through the outskirts of Goma, 
killing 147 people, destroying 4,500 buildings 
and leaving 120,000 people homeless.

But life goes on and familes have nowhere else 
to go.  So they rebuild their homes and their 
lives on top of the lava and carry on, until the 
next time.  This family is typical of many and 
was photographed as they washed up after 
lunch, next door to the church where Flame 
held its conferences for both church leaders and 
victims of rape. BI

Photo: Gareth Barton/Flame International
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23 Nov: Jan and the team return to Nzara to run a 
conference. Pray for safe travel, strength and good 
health for this final phase.  For Val and the team as they 
start the raped women two-day conference tomorrow, 
and then go to the police, army and prison, returning 
by bus to Bujumbura on Friday, and onward to the UK.

30 Nov: Jan, Val and Mark travel to the AMCF Global 
Interaction (military world conf) in Cape Town. Pray 
Jan and Val will be refreshed from the mission and find 
strength as they both speak at seminars and conduct 
prayer ministry; also for good conversations with the 
military attendees.

07 Dec: Pray for Brenda, Wendy, Rosemary Piercy 
and Barry Edge as they go to Holland to conduct 
training with a Dutch ministry called ‘Father’s House’ 
who minister to Afghan and Iranian refugees. 

14 Dec: Praise God for the amazing missions enjoyed 
by so many this year, and for the faithful prayer 

02 Nov:  Praise God for the two recent trips to Armenia 
and DR Congo. Continue to pray for Jan, Mark and 
Imtiaz on a recce in Pakistan. Pray for Brenda and 
Val and team at St Martin’s, Hull for a Healing Day on 
Saturday and Remembrance Service on Sunday. 

09 Nov: We reflect this Sunday on the devastating 
effects of war and the associated trauma. Pray for our 
brothers and sisters enduring conflict in South Sudan 
and DRC. Jan departs with a team to Nzara/Ezo on 
Tuesday with Robert Taylor, David Hughes, Tish 
Mason, Rachel Ross Russell, Rachel and David Rust 
and Peter Coleman; pray for safety and unity.

16 Nov: Pray for Jan and the team in Nzara and as 
they travel to Ezo today to start the conference and 
workshop; and for Val, Tara Clark, Barry Edge, Elaine 
Pennikett, Joné Vosloo, Robert Tanton, Gordon Dean, 
Kate Springett and Paul Darrall as they arrive in 
Bujumbura and prepare to cross the border by bus to 
Uvira, DRC on Monday; for safety and unity.
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11 Jan: Praise God for the extended peace in NE 
Congo; that peace will hold and the spiral of sexual 
violence cease. For the message of forgiveness, peace 
and reconciliation to go out across the land. For the 
Trustees meeting on 16th.

18 Jan: Val departs for Boga Diocese with a team. 
Pray for safety in travel, for team unity, health and 
strength. For the raped women conference on 23 & 
24th, that they may know the love and healing power 
of God, who protects them and watches over them.

25 Jan: The Boga team are preaching in churches 
today and then run the conference and workshop all 
week, plus outreaches. Pray for the power of the Holy 
Spirit to work in the pastors who have so much loss 
and grief in their own lives and in their communities; 
for them to be strengthened in their spirits.

01 Feb: The Boga team return to Bunia for the MAF 
flight, then onward to London. Pray for refreshment 
for the team; for strength as the pastors return to their 
churches; and for Bp William as he supports, guides 
and watches over his flock.

8 Feb: Pray God’s leading for Flame’s future work, 
particularly the work in South Sudan, DR Congo, 
Burundi and Armenia; also to know God’s will for new 
areas. For provision of links with suitable humanitarian 
organisations able to work in partnership with Flame.

15 Feb: Jan takes a team to Torit, South Sudan. Pray for 
continued peace in the area; for our new relationship 
with Bp Bernard, and all his pastors. Pray the Lord will 
move amongst them and change lives.

22 Feb: Continue to pray for the team in Torit; for 
health and energy to do all God wants them to do. 
Pray for safe travel for the delegates and the team as 
they return to Nairobi with MAF and then back home. 
Lift Armenia up in prayer as they commemorate 100 
years since the genocide, with various activities during 
the year. Pray the country will accept that forgiveness 
without apology is a biblical truth.

supporters who hear from God and share the Word. 
Give thanks for the many church visits, training and 
healing days, and for Brenda as she plans next year.

21 Dec: For the Flame staff and volunteers who have 
worked so hard this year and given of themselves: 
Natalie, Wendy, Brenda, Simon, Charl, Gareth, Les, 
Tish, those who have worked with us on mission, at 
New Wine, Momentum, and other events. Pray also 
for our pastors, Ken and Jean Hepworth.

28 Dec: Please hold our Chinese missionaries in 
prayer as they extend God’s love into South Sudan, and 
for others to join them. Pray for peace in the land.

4 Jan: Give thanks for Jerusalem Trust and Barnabas 
Fund, and others who have funded our missions. Pray 
for those we have partnered with – Back to Jerusalem, 
MAF Uganda, Release International, Campus Crusade 
for Christ, and the smaller organisations. These links 
are very important to us and help enrich our work.
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Charl Young is Flame International’s 
newest recruit, tasked with giving 
young adults unique opportunities for 
mission and leadership.
Interview and photograph by Gareth Barton

INTERVIEW: SEEKING 
THE NEXT GENERATION 
OF PIONEERS
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GB: Welcome to Flame! Tell us a bit about youself.
CY: I’m a brummie living in Essex -  I recently got 
engaged to Christie (a geniune Essex Boy) so my 
house is covered in bridal magazines, samples and 
cuttings. And Charl is short for Charlotte before you 
ask!  Alongside this new role for Flame I’m also part 
of the leadership team of a 24/7 Prayer community 
and a chaplain in a local secondary school. I love to 
cook and find that I’m often preparing a curry for 
20 or more at our community house. This summer I 
had the privilege of visiting a Syrian refugee camp in 
Lebanon to pray for and serve displaced people.

GB: So what led you from there to this role?
CY: It was God. He’s given me a real heart for 
mission, which I know sounds a bit clichéd but 
ever since I was a child I have always looked out 
for opportunities to care for others and wanted to 
stand up for people who are less fortunate or who 
are struggling in some way. And that’s been the 
main course of the adventure that I’ve been on, and 
that led me to my work with 24/7 Prayer and to be a 
chaplain.  Both of those roles are local and I have felt 
for a while that I wanted to find something that was 
international in its impact. I was thinking more and 
more about that when I saw the advert for this role 
at Flame, and my heart leapt.

GB: What it is about the role that got your attention?
CY: The fact that it’s mission on the edge - a really 
radical mission to the poorest of the poor. It’s 
something that’s out of my comfort zone but not 
beyond what God is capable of, or of calling me to 
get involed in. 

GB: What is your vision for work with young adults?
CY: There’s something about young people who 
are ready for radical discipleship and to face risks 
- they often have a yearning to do something that’s 
exceptional for God’s kingdom. I want to capture 
that spirit and run with it, no, to help them run with 
it and to facilitate what God is calling them to. I 
see this energy every week in my schools work and 
it’s like there’s no barriers for them - not money, 
family, safety, security, identity, responsibilities, 
bills, expectations of others. They want to feel free 
and that creates a space in which almost anything is 
possible. Who wouldn’t want to work with that?!!!

GB: How does your work with 24/7 Prayer influence 
your Christian walk and affect your work for Flame?
CY: For me prayer is a lifestyle and a discipline 
that 24/7 have helped me to live out. Richard 
Foster says that “to pray is to change”, and I’ve 
seen that transformation occur in my life and in 
the communities that I am a part of. It underpins 
all that I do and is just as natural a part of life as 
breathing is, and the more I pray the more I realise 
that I’m equipped for all that God calls me to - and 
the more I pray the more he calls me - and greater 
the challenges he sends my way! And I really see 
that in this role - this is such a great challenge. I 
love how prayer is central to the work of Flame 
International - not just on the mission field where 
prayer is core to every aspect of the mission but also 
the huge network of intercessors around the world 
and the significant role of those who pray regularly 
on Flame’s Prayer Carpet. It’s like the whole 
organisation and it’s work is soaked in prayer, and I 
think you can sense that when meeting with them - 
I was thrilled that we prayed at my interview - it’s a 
tangible quality that’s difficult to explain.

GB: What are your early plans for growing Flame’s 
work with young adults?
CY: We need to build on the existing relationships 
that we have - with individuals, churches and 
organisations - I’ve plenty of phone calls and visits 
to make. I’ll be looking to develop the organisation’s 
social media profile and engaging young people 
via Facebook, Twitter and others. I’d also like to 
broaden our contact across all those areas to see 
more and more young people given the chance to 
express their faith through on-the-edge mission 
and Flame is well placed to offer that - indeed it’s 
part of our strategy to raise young pioneers for 
tomorrow’s mission field, but not tomorrow, it’s for 
today! I’m looking forward to engaging people and 
teams for the summer events next year including an 
amazing café at New Wine and an exhibition stand 
at Momentum. I’ll also be helping to recruit and 
lead a team on a mission to Aru in the Democratic 
Republic of Congo in 2015.  I’m so excited to be a 
part of a great team and can’t wait to get out there 
and join God in what he is doing in the nations 
through Flame International.
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ADDING INJURY
TO INSULT

TEN STORIES FROM THE
DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF 
CONGO - REFLECTING ON
The impact of sTIGMA
on victims of sexual
abuse in conflict, and
the role PLAYED BY ALL
in turning the tide

flame
international
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Flame publishes report 
on the stigma suffered 
by rape victims and 
rape-conceived children

In April 2014, after ten years of Christian ministry 
in post-conflict zones, Flame International piloted 
two special conferences for victims of rape in what 
the UN calls the ‘rape capital of the world’ and ‘the 
most dangerous place on earth to live if you’re a 
woman’. 

Featuring 10 beautiful photographic portraits 
along with accompanying testimonies and related 
articles, this 24-page special report paints a picture 
of life for those affected by, and working to relieve, 
sexual violence in conflict for those in Goma, on 
the eastern border of the Democratic Republic of 
Congo. 

It is in hearing of the issue of stigma for those 
women and men who’ve been raped, and for those 
children who are born after rape, that you will find 
the greatest pain. The people who fall victim to 
rape suffer a second, and according to them, worse 

injustice - the stigma that determines to follow them 
every day of their lives, holding them back from the 
opportunities they may find to lift themselves out of 
poverty and indignity, separating them from their 
families and forcing them to the margins of society. 
Remarkably, this second attack is the more harmful, 
adding injury to insult.

Now, working with the church, and alongside Heal 
Africa Hospital and The Centre for Women & 
Children, Flame International are seeking to expand 
their pioneering, holistic work to see God’s love and 
healing continue to transform lives.

We’ve had the opportunity to put this report into the 
hands of William Hague MP and plan to work with 
him in the future. Please contact the office if you 
would like a copy, especially if you know specific 
people of influence who you think would like to 
support our work in some way.



BURNING ISSUES

Mission18

The Anglican Church in the Democratic Republic 
of Congo has asked Flame International to train 
every one of its leaders nationally in a 10 year 
programme across all dioceses.  This is by far the 
biggest project undertaken by the charity and one 
that challenges us all to ‘step up to the plate’ and get 
involved. All teaching modules are tutored using 
Flame International’s detailed teaching plans, whose 
subject matter and Christian doctrine are approved 
during the planning phase of each project by the 
receiving diocesan bishop.

Where appropriate, specialist conferences for 
victims of rape, soldiers and/or prisoners will be 
provided and are run alongside practical workshops, 
prayer ministry sessions and outreach programmes, 
which see teams ministering in local marketplaces 
and churches. Conferences are carried out on short-

term mission trips by teams of trained volunteers 
backed up by a logistics team and prayer intercessors 
from around the world.  Our programme for each 
location is delivered in four strategic phases:

   Year 1 - Foundation training, one-to-one prayer 
   ministry and coaching workshops.

   Year 2 - Repeat foundation training for new 
   delegates utilising Year 1 delegates in workshops.

   Year 3 - In-depth school for selected leaders, 
   marketplace ministry and public conventions.

   Year 4 - Impact assessment and follow-up coaching.

To meet the challenge of the DRC programme we 
require people to join us across the board and to 
help promote Flame International in the UK. Please 
contact the office if you’d like to join the team.

THE FLAME INTERNATIONAL DRC CHALLENGE

10 portraits and stories paint a picture of life in Goma, DRC for those affected by, and working to 
respond to, sexual violence in conflict
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“We need to be absolutely clear across 
the world that the stigma attached to 
victims [of sexual violence in conflict] is 
not only unjust, it is utterly misplaced 
and could not be further from the truth, 
obscuring not only the humanity we 
share but the immense contribution 
survivors can and should be allowed to 
make to their societies.

“The stigma of rape is so intolerable 
because it heaps injustice upon injustice, 
thrusting those who have suffered into 
positions of even deeper marginalisation 

and exclusion in which the tools to 
retain and regain their dignity and 
status are put even further out of reach.

“And I believe after four years as Foreign 
Secretary of the United Kingdom, and 
twenty-six years in public life in this 
country, I am convinced that the 
greatest strategic prize for our century 
is the full social, political and economic 
empowerment of women everywhere 
and this subject is part of that.”

The Right Honourable William Hague FRSL MP, 2014

Flame International supporter and volunteer, Duncan Ross Russell, presents our report to William Hague MP
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while they were strapped in and we had their 
complete attention! We had a new stand at New 
Wine, which featured ten compelling photographic 
portraits of people we’ve met and ministered to in 
the Democratic Republic of Congo, South Sudan, 
Burundi and Armenia. Each portrait, along with 
accompanying text, told a story of conflict, violence 
or abuse, and of God’s healing intervention through 
the work of Flame International and its mission 

THANK YOU
The Summer Events Teams at Flame International 
had an amazing time at the New Wine and 
Momentum conferences this year. Our celebrated 
stand was a hit with the 20s and 30s at Momentum 
where we offered to take people’s blood pressure. We 
were able to share stories of people under pressure 
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volunteers. We had many incredible conversations 
and a large number of people made decisions to 
support the work through prayer, regular giving and 
volunteering for the mission field. Those who joined 
the Flame1000 Club had the opportunity to have 
their portrait taken by our photojournalist right 
there on the stand - it was quite a thing to see these 
lovely new supporters being the focus of attention 
with the backdrops, the lights and the cameras!

Thank you to all who visited us and signed up to 
help - and a special thanks to the volunteers and 
staff who made it all possible - you’re amazing!

Please let us know if you’d like to get more involved 
as we grow - we need more pray-ers, more donors, 
more mission team and more volunteers.

Please email us at admin@flameinternational.org 
with your details, experience and availability. BI
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Thanksgiving 
evening a hit
The Flame trustees and staff 
were delighted to welcome a 
large number of the charity’s 
supporters to what we hope is 
the first of many evenings of 
thanksgiving and celebration. 
Guests enjoyed meeting the team 
and hearing more about our work, 
as a string quartet provided an 
evening of beautiful music.

“I am so pleased we ran an event 
just to bless people”, said the 
charity’s founder Jan Ransom. “It 
was even more enjoyable for me 
because it was an evening where 
we weren’t asking for anything. I 
pray we can do it again sometime! 
Indeed we need to do something 
in other areas of the country 
at some stage.  I am thrilled 
it went so well and gave us an 
opportunity to inform people 
about the fruit of our ministry.”

Please keep an eye open for these 
and other events happening in 
your area - we’d love to meet you.

Brother Yun set to 
return in 2015
Following on from our hugely 
popular, standing room only, 
summer tour with Brother Yun, 
we have now arranged for him 
and Back to Jerusalem to return 
for another tour in Summer 2015.

Back to Jerusalem is the goal of 
the Chinese church to evangelise 
the unreached peoples from 
the eastern provinces of China, 
westwards towards Jerusalem - a 
vision that was birthed among the 
Chinese in the 1920s - and since 
that time the churches of China 
have striven, and even suffered 
persecution, to fulfil what they 
believe is their integral role in 
fulfilling the Great Commission.

If you would like to see Brother 
Yun and the Flame team visit 
your church, then please speak 
with your church leadership 
and contact our office for more 
details. We really like locations 
where churches work together to 
put on a big event!

Simon Ponsonby 
confirmed as 
resident speaker 
at Flame’s 2015 
Supporters’ 
Weekend
From 27th - 29th November 2015, 
Flame International supporters 
will be gathering at High Leigh in 
Hoddesdon, Hertfordshire.

Our last weekend, back in 2013, 
was a huge success and so we’re 
looking forward to next year’s 
event with high expectations. It 
is with great joy that we are able 
to confirm that Simon Ponsonby 
will give a series of four talks over 
the weekend.

For those of you not familiar 
with Simon, we found this on 
the internet - Simon is Pastor of 
Theology at St Aldates Oxford, 
where he wears several hats, 
all too big for him. When not 
teaching Scandinavian ordinands 
from Wycliffe Hall or lengthy 
sermons series at Aldates, he 
travels widely as a conference 
speaker focused on renewal 
and the spiritual life, and has 
written several books on practical 
theology and doctrine. His 
latest book is an expository 
commentary on Romans called 
God is For Us.
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Training Day: Camberley
St. Paul’s Church, Crawley Ridge, 
Camberley, Surrey GU15 2AD
9.30am - 4.00pm   Please bring lunch.

Mission: Nzara/Ezo, S Sudan
Please contact the office if you would like
to join the mission team, receive prayer 
updates or to donate towards this mission.

Mission: Uvira, DRC
Please contact the office if you would like
to join the mission team, receive prayer 
updates or to donate towards this mission.

Mission: Boga, DRC
Please contact the office if you would like
to join the mission team, receive prayer 
updates or to donate towards this mission.

Training Day: Camberley
St. Paul’s Church, Crawley Ridge, 
Camberley, Surrey GU15 2AD
9.30am - 4.00pm   Please bring lunch.

Mission: Torit, S Sudan
Please contact the office if you would like
to join the mission team, receive prayer 
updates or to donate towards this mission.

BI

Mission: Butemba, DRC
Please contact the office if you would like
to join the mission team, receive prayer 
updates or to donate towards this mission.

Prayer Day: Camberley
St. Paul’s Church, Crawley Ridge, 
Camberley, Surrey GU15 2AD
9.30am - 4.00pm   Please bring lunch.

16
MAY



BOOKINGS FOR 

2015 NOW
 OPEN!

ROYAL BATH & WEST SHOWGROUND, 
SHEPTON MALLET, SOMERSET

WEEK  2
Sunday 2 – Saturday 8 August 2015

WEEK  1
Saturday 25 – Friday 31 July 2015

BOOK BEFORE 2 DECEMBER 2014 FOR BEST RATES


