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he focus of this edition of Burning Issues shifts 
its primary attention away from Africa and onto 

the Silk Road, also known as the Silk Route. It may be 
more accurate in fact to say Silk Roads as it refers to 
‘a series of trade and cultural transmission routes that 
were central to cultural interaction through regions of 
the Asian continent, connecting the West and East by 
linking traders, merchants, pilgrims, monks, soldiers, 
nomads, and urban dwellers from China and India to 
the Mediterranean Sea during various periods of time’. 
Isn’t Wikipedia helpful at times! The significance of its 
role in history and in the development of civilisations, 
trade and communications is so great that, along with 
the fact that this area contains 90% of the world’s 
people that have not heard the Good News of Jesus 
Christ even once, it is no surprise that God is calling 
us to minister in this volatile and broken region.  BI
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THE SILK ROAD HAS 
FOR CENTURIES 
BEEN AN IMPORTANT 
ROUTE FOR TRADE 
- BUT NOW IT’S THE 
GOSPEL THAT’S ON 
THE MOVE

Eugene Bach works closely with 
the Chinese Underground Church 
and is the author of many books 
including The Crimson Cross, 
The Underground Church, The 
Heavenly People and Back to 
the Jerusalem of the East: The 
Underground House Church of 
North Korea. His new book, ISIS: 
The Heart of Terror, describes how 
missionaries from the Chinese 
Underground Church are sharing 
the Gospel with some of the most 
unreachable people in the world

ost people have heard of Marco Polo and 
his amazing expeditions around the world, 

but few people know what it has to do with world 
missions in the year 2015. However, the route 
that was used by Marco Polo, and many people 
both before and after him, is the same route that 
thousands of missionaries are using to reach the 
most unevangelised region in the world today.

The Silk Road (also known as the Silk Route), was 
not only used by Marco Polo, but was used for 
extensive trading between the east and the west for 
hundreds of years and cut through the heart of the 
territories between China and Jerusalem. This area 
between the Great Wall of China and the Western 
Wall of Jerusalem is where two thirds of the world’s 
population live. This region ‘between the walls’ is 
also the most volatile, violent and poverty stricken 
area on earth and contains 90% of the unreached 
people of the world.

 M
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The Silk Road started in the ancient capital of China; 
Xi’an. Amazingly, China is the home of the greatest 
revival of our generation and today, the children of 
the Chinese revival feel called to take the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ along the ancient Silk Road and preach 
the Gospel to the darkest, poorest, most unreached 
areas in the world.

Back to Jerusalem is more than a vision of the 
Chinese to take the Gospel along the Silk Road. It 
is a continuation of a movement that started 2,000 
years ago. Back to Jerusalem is the Chinese vision 
that essentially carries out the command given by 
Jesus known as the Great Commission. We often call 
it the “Great Commission with Kung Pao flavour!”
From the days of Jesus there has been a world 
revival that has moved mainly westward. It has been 
2,000 years since Jesus gave his life-giving message 
to the world and commanded his rag tag band of 
followers to share it, but after 2,000 years, two thirds 

of the world still live in dark regions between China 
and Jerusalem where his name is not yet known. 
How can we anticipate the Second Coming when 
the majority of the world’s population have not yet 
heard about the first coming?

The Back to Jerusalem vision begins and ends in 
Jerusalem. After the resurrection, Jesus came to the 
disciples on the Mount of Olives to talk with them 
one last time. Across from the Mount of Olives 
was the East Gate that he had just passed through 
on Palm Sunday. These are the last known audible 
words of Jesus to his disciples and they still ring out 
to us today from Acts 1:8-9, ‘ “But you will receive 
power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, 
and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in 
all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 
And when he had said these things, as they were 
looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him 
out of their sight.’

‘Between the walls’, ancient churches signpost the importance of the Gospel on the Silk Road
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The last known recorded words of Jesus before he 
ascended into heaven, according to Acts 1:8, were 
not words of comfort and tearful goodbyes, but 
instead formed the very sentence that would be 
forever remembered as the Great Commission.

The Mount of Olives gives a unique panoramic 
view of the city of Jerusalem. Anyone standing on 
the Mount of Olives facing Jerusalem is by default 
facing the East Gate in a westward direction. To be 
on the Mount of Olives and facing the East Gate is 
to be facing west, which would indicate that Jesus 
was facing west at the time he delivered his final 
words.

The message of the Gospel then flowed out of the 
western side of the Jerusalem walls through the Jaffa 
Gate. The Jaffa Gate faces westward towards the port 
city of Jaffa (meaning beautiful) that is located on 
Israel’s Mediterranean sea coast between Caesarea 
and Gaza, about 35 miles northwest of Jerusalem. 
It is known variously in the Bible as Japho, Joppa, 
or Yafo. It is the oldest port in the world and is the 
place that Jonah fled to when he was running from 
the calling of the Lord. The Jaffa Gate points west 
and this is extremely significant for the Christians in 
the west. From the very moment that Jesus gave the 
Great Commission, he propelled it westward. This is 
confirmed when Peter later received the Holy Spirit 
in Jaffa.

Acts 11:5-10  says, “I was in the city of Joppa 
praying and in a trance I saw a vision, A certain 
vessel descend, as it had been a great sheet, let down 
from heaven by four corners; and it came even to 
me; Upon the which when I had fastened mine 
eyes, I considered, and saw four-footed beasts of 
the earth, and wild beasts, and creeping things, and 
fowls of the air. And I heard a voice saying unto me, 
Arise, Peter; slay and eat But I said, Not so, Lord: 
for nothing common or unclean hath at any time 
entered into my mouth. But the voice answered me 
again from heaven, What God hath cleansed, that 
call not thou common. And this was done three 
times: and all were drawn up again into heaven.” 
The command for Peter to eat unclean animals 
was a sign for him to baptise Cornelius, a Roman 

centurion and Gentile, considered to be unclean 
by the religious Jews. For the first time in the eyes 
of the Jew, a Gentile from the west could believe in 
Jesus Christ as their Saviour, receive the Holy Spirit, 
and join the Body of Christ.

This westward movement is again confirmed in 
Acts 16:6-9, ‘And they went through the region of 
Phrygia and Galatia, having been forbidden by the 
Holy Spirit to speak the word in Asia. And when 
they had come up to Mysia, they attempted to go 
into Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus did not allow 
them. So, passing by Mysia, they went down to 
Troas. And a vision appeared to Paul in the night: a 
man of Macedonia was standing there, urging him 
and saying, “Come over to Macedonia and help us.” ’ 
Paul tried to go east, but was stopped. He tried to go 
north, but was stopped and in the night had a dream 
of a man in Europe and then travelled directly to 
Europe.

The Gospel message, from the beginning, had 
a propensity to travel westward. It changed the 
continent of Europe, Asia, then around to the 
Americas and today it is in China. The Gospel 
message is hitting China like a tidal wave and the 
Chinese plan to carry the torch westward along the 
Silk Road all the way back to Jerusalem.

Studying the movement of the Gospel is not exactly 
a scholastic endeavour or academic discipline per se, 
it has a flow, a life, a moving poetry to it. The Gospel 
did go eastward, but did not take life as it did with 
the westward movement. The Word of God is alive 
and continues to impact the Chinese in a personal 
way as it continues its westward march. The Word 
of God does not only exist in a book, but makes its 
mark upon the lives of living vessels, has shaped the 
world that we live in today and is reshaping Asia. To 
trace the movement of the Word of God is to follow 
man and witness Jesus chasing after him over and 
over again, not as an angry tax collector, but as a 
hungry lover.

The movement of the Word of the Lord and its 
impact on man may not always be recognisable 
to the purely academic theologian, because it 
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“It’s not that the church has a mission, but rather that the mission has a church.”
All photos: Gareth Barton/Flame International

might not be packaged in historically recognisable 
buildings ruled by authorised clergy members and 
documented in mouldy library books. Instead, 
it is embodied and remembered in ritual, art, 
music, sculpture, dance, poetry, and physical 
manifestations of love towards one another by those 
that have been impacted the most. The Chinese may 
not wear traditional clergy clothing or be graduates 
from recognised seminaries, but God’s Spirit is 
moving among them and moving them westward. 
Their history has been rewritten. Not only is God 
alive, but his Word is alive. It is never stagnant. It is 
never finished. It is continually working on the heart 
of man. The Word of God is contagious and we call 
the rapid spread of the contagion ‘revival’.

The biggest difference between western churches 
and the revival that the Chinese churches are 
experiencing is their view on missions. While 

western churches see missions as an extracurricular 
activity, Chinese see it as the most essential element 
of their existence. The Back to Jerusalem vision 
moving along the Silk Road is the ‘heartbeat’ of the 
Chinese church.

Ed Stetzer, former pastor, general editor of The 
Gospel Project, and current president of LifeWay 
Research said during an interview in January 2014, 
“The church is sent on mission by Jesus. It’s not that 
the church has a mission, but rather that the mission 
has a church. We join Jesus on his mission.”

It’s not that the church has a mission, but rather that 
the mission has a church!

Let’s join hands with the Chinese underground 
church and continue taking the Gospel westward all 
the way Back to Jerusalem. BI
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BROTHER YUN:
BRINGING A MESSAGE 
OF HOPE TO THE UK
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05
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07
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Rotherham
Hope Church & Liberty Church
Grove Rd, Rotherham S60 2ER
www.hopechurchrotheram.co.uk

29
MAY

30
MAY

31
MAY

01
JUNE

02
JUNE

03
JUNE

04
JUNE

Trowbridge, Wiltshire
Holy Trinity Church
Stallard Street, Trowbridge BA14 9AA
www.stthomastrowbridge.org

Exeter, Devon
Belmont Chapel
Western Way, Exeter EX1 2DB
www.belmontchapel.org.uk

Eastleigh, Hampshire
All Saints Church
Desborough Road, Eastleigh SO50 5NH
www.eastleighparish.com

***POSSIBLE VACANCY***
Please ask your church leadership to contact 
us if you would like to have Brother Yun visit 
your church on 1st June.

Colchester, Essex
Kingsland Church
86 London Road, Lexden Colchester CO3 9DW
www.kingsland.org.uk

Basingstoke, Hampshire
London Street United Reformed Church
London Street, Basingstoke RG21 7NU
www.londonstreeturc.org.uk

***POSSIBLE VACANCY***
Please ask your church leadership to 
contact us if you would like to have Brother 
Yun visit your church on 5th June.

Rotherham
Hope Church & Liberty Church
Grove Rd, Rotherham S60 2ER
www.hopechurchrotheram.co.uk

ack to Jerusalem (BTJ) and Brother Yun are returning to the UK with Flame International! Not all the 
dates are confirmed yet, but we are posting a list of what we have already. This is going to be a time of 

fellowship and worship centred around taking the love of Jesus to the darkest places in the world today. 
Brother Yun will be sharing his testimony and the BTJ vision. Every time they have been to the UK great 
things have happened - souls have been saved, lives have been changed and supernatural healings have 
taken place. We expect to see our God move in the same powerful way this tour.

Wherever he goes Brother Yun carries a small golden key as a symbol of what God is both capable of 
and wanting for each one of us. “If God can release me from the solitary confinement of China’s highest 
security prison,” he declares, “then he can certainly release you from whatever is holding you.” This is the 
central theme that Brother Yun delivers and it’s an effective message of forgiveness and hope.

Flame International is working in partnership with Back to Jerusalem to facilitate the placing, training and 
orientation of Chinese missionaries in war-torn South Sudan.

B

Please check our website for the latest information and contact details for each venue.

***POSSIBLE VACANCY***
Please ask your church leadership to 
contact us if you would like to have Brother 
Yun visit your church on 4th June.
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Flame International ministers across 
countries, across cultures and across 
generations with the language that 
everyone understands - love

“This wasn’t an easy picture to take”, says 
Gareth who joined us on a mission trip to 
Armenia. “As a photographer in these situations 
you’re always thinking, always assessing, 
always asking the important questions - is 
this appropriate? Is this intrusive? Does this 
exploit anyone? Is this picture justified? I’m 
very grateful that we are given permission 
to use these images to tell of what God is 
doing because when it comes down to it this 
image sums it all up. It is the essence of Flame 
International’s ministry. A young Armenian 
woman weeps in the arms of a trained 
volunteer team member from Norway. Not so 
long ago a Flame team were sent a text message 
whilst on mission to say that the team should 
hug the delegates and that something of God’s 
Father Heart would be transferred as they did 
so. The impact of that prophetic word was so 
extraordinary that it has become part of the 
personality of a Flame mission trip - to hold on 
to people as part of the ministry.”

A once thriving country on the Silk Road, 
Armenia has been ravaged by genocide, 
communism and abandonment. Huge numbers 
of men have been tempted away by promises 
of employment in neighbouring countries, 
leaving a significant amount of families without 
husbands and fathers. All too often these men 
establish new families and the money, once sent 
home, dries up. God speaks through the team 
into the trauma of rejection and binds up the 
broken-hearted.  BI

PHOTO
FEATURE
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22 Mar: For the Flame staff and volunteers who 
work so hard and give of themselves: - Natalie, Wendy, 
Brenda, Simon, Charl, Gareth, Les, Tish; all our 
volunteers who have worked with us on mission, at 
New Wine, Momentum, and other events. Pray also 
for our pastors, Ken and Jean Hepworth.

29 Mar: Give thanks for our intercessors using this 
diary, the prayer carpet and mission prayer team for 
their faithfulness in praying and declaring God’s Word. 
We could not play our part in God’s plan without 
them. May the Lord speak to them.

05 Apr: Christ is Risen. He is Risen. Hallelujah. Val 
departs with a team to Butembo, N Kivu, DRC on 
11 Apr. This is our first visit to this Diocese located 
between Goma and Bunia, on the Uganda border. 
Pray for Jan and Charl as they go to a European youth 
conference in Hamburg (5-10 April) to speak and 
minister to young leaders in Europe.

12 Apr: The Congo team prepare to fly MAF to 
Butembo on 13th to run the Pastor’s Conference 14-
18th. Pray for safe travel for team and delegates; for 
Bishop Isesomo and for spirit-to-zspirit relationships.

01 Mar: Praise God for the two recent trips to Boga, 
DRC and Torit, South Sudan. Pray that every life 
touched and healed by God will reflect his light into 
their communities. Give thanks for the successful 
microfinance in Ezo and ask for God’s wisdom and 
favour on future projects. Pray for Jan and Jeremy 
Clare as they go to Istanbul for a reconciliation meeting 
between Armenia and Turkey, pray for breakthrough! 

08 Mar: Pray for peace in South Sudan; the conflict 
is causing famine, loss of life and huge numbers of 
displaced people, traumatised by bloodshed and 
other atrocities. Pray also that the violence against the 
women in DRC will cease. Nothing is too hard for the 
Lord Jesus.

15 Mar: Pray God’s leading for Flame’s future work, 
particularly the work in South Sudan, DRC, Burundi, 
Armenia, Pakistan and beyond; to know God’s will 
and for his provision. Pray for more praying partners 
as Brenda follows up links from 2014. Pray for a Young 
Adult Taster Day in London on Saturday 21 March, for 
many to come and for them to be inspired to go on 
mission. Pray particularly for Charl Young as she does 
her first public event for us.
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meet on 15 May. Pray for the Prayer Day in Camberley 
on Saturday 16 May. Pray protection and strength for 
Jan in this busy schedule.

17 May: Pray that Brother Yun will be issued with his 
visa in time for the start of the UK tour on 29 May. Pray 
for Gareth as New Wine plans develop for Flame to 
run a café and a stand. Pray for team volunteers as we 
undertake this exciting challenge.

24 May: Pray for the final arrangements for the 
Brother Yun tour, for Wendy and Jan as they deal with 
last minute issues. The Flame book is due for release, 
pray against any delay in printing and delivery.

31 May: Keep Brother Yun in prayer as he speaks 
God’s Word and gives testimony in the churches this 
week. It is a tough schedule, starting in the south and 
working north, concluding in Rotherham on 7 June.

7 Jun: Give thanks for all the lives that have been 
touched by God through Brother Yun. Pray for fruit 
and opportunities for Flame to work with the churches 
visited. 

14 Jun: The Flame staff will meet on 16th to discuss 
many issues of administration. Give thanks for them 
and pray this will be a time of blessing. 20th is a 
training day in Crewe. Pray for those attending that 
God will speak to them about travelling on mission 
with Flame International.

21 Jun: Pray for Tish and Gareth as they prepare 
funding proposals to Trust Funds. We will have a 
funding gap end of 2015, as Jerusalem Trust and 
Barnabas funding finishes. Give thanks for their 
generosity these past 3 years and more. 

28 Jun: The Young Adult team are in Entebbe, 
Uganda preparing to go to Aru, DRC. Pray that lives 
will be changed as they minister to young people in 
Congo. For Charl as she develops her leadership skills. 
Pray for good health and safety as the team return on 
11 Jul.

19 Apr: The Butembo team are in local churches 
today and preparing for the two-day conference for 
raped women on 20-21st, followed by outreaches to 
army, prison, & police. Flying MAF to Entebbe on 
24th. Pray for captives to be set free. Pray for Armenia, 
which remembers the genocide 100 years ago on 24th. 
Pray for reconciliation between them and the Turks. 

26 Apr: The Butembo team arrive in LHR today. Pray 
protection over them as they return home and rest. 
Jan takes a team to Armenia on 1 May. Pray for safe 
travel and team unity. Please hold our new Chinese 
missionaries in prayer as they extend God’s love into 
South Sudan, and settle down into their new life. 

3 May: Pray for the team in Armenia as they work 
with our partners and for Holy Spirit anointing as they 
minister to church leaders. Pray that as we go into 
churches we will see anointing and breakthrough in 
them and for this to spread through the nation.

10 May: Pray for healing from the deeply embedded 
pain of genocide in Armenia; for God to use the team 
for his glory. Pray for a breakthrough in forgiveness. 
The team return on 14th. Pray for the trustees as they 
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Following on from years of ministry 
in Sub-Saharan Africa, and with 
a heart to continue doing so, Jan 
Ransom speaks about Flame 
International’s calling to the Silk 
Road and a very different kind of 
people

*Luke 24:32 (part)

 A

“WERE OUR HEARTS NOT 
BURNING WITHIN US 
WHILE HE WAS SPEAKING 
TO US ON THE ROAD?”*

TO THE SILK ROAD...
AND BEYOND!

s Flame International progresses into its twelfth 
year of ministry, I stand in awe of all that Jesus 

has done through this ministry. Whilst in South 
Sudan in November 2014, I was pondering our 
future in this nation.  As we have now accomplished 
40 missions I wondered whether The Lord was 
leading us away from it, not least because we had 
had to postpone a mission through outbreak of war 
in January 2014. However, not only have we seen 
many miracles of physical healing, inner healing 
and miracles on the land, we have also established 
a base for Back to Jerusalem Chinese missionaries 
to go into this nation and beyond.  As I was 
considering our future we were sent a scripture 
from Psalm 87:3-4, ‘Glorious things are said of 
you, city of God: “I will record Rahab and Babylon 
among those who acknowledge me—Philistia too, 
and Tyre, along with Cush—and will say, ‘This one 
was born in Zion.’ ” ’ It became apparent to me that 
South Sudan, known as Cush in the bible, is part 
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of the world which is important to the return of 
Jesus Christ in the end times. I am someone who 
eagerly expects the return of Jesus Christ and my 
heart is to contribute in a small way through Flame 
International to his second coming!  I realised it 
was important for us to continue our work in South 
Sudan.

For many years I had a heart for the Chinese and 
my desire was to work in China; however I believe 
our commitment to the Chinese is to try and help 
the Back to Jerusalem vision of placing 100,000 
missionaries into the nations between China and 
Jerusalem, hence our relationship with people 
involved with this movement.  However the Lord 
has been opening doors on the Silk Route which 
we in Flame International could never have opened 
ourselves. A key scripture for Flame International 
has always been Revelation 3:7-8, ‘To the angel 
of the church in Philadelphia write: These are the 

words of him who is holy and true, who holds the 
key of David. What he opens no one can shut, and 
what he shuts no one can open. I know your deeds. 
See, I have placed before you an open door that no 
one can shut.’

The doors opened into China after meeting the 
team which supports Brother Yun (The Heavenly 
Man). Simultaneously to this we started to work 
in Armenia and this year, which is the 100th 
anniversary since the genocide in 1915, we will 
be doing two missions there with the hope of 
new beginnings for this extraordinary Christian 
nation which has been wounded so tragically. We 
have also been requested to go to Turkey to help 
facilitate reconciliation by the Turkish Christians 
accompanied by some Armenians. This was a 
request completely beyond our imagination and 
from an unexpected source. We are amazed that this 
has all happened. 
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Our ministry was then invited by Release 
International, a slightly larger NGO than ourselves, 
to go and work in one of the ‘Stans’, where 
Christians are severely persecuted. Prior to this I 
had attended an Intercessory Prayer Convention 
where there had been serious prayer for this 
nation and The Lord had totally softened my heart 
towards this country. Prior to this I would never 
have considered it a place for ministry. I have now 
visited and have completely fallen in love with the 
persecuted Christians and their plight! Another 
door opened on the Silk Road.

Late in 2014 another large NGO in Holland 
requested that we visit them to minister to Afghan 
refugees who were traumatised through the violence 
in their homeland. A small team went and again 
were completely blown away by this beautiful race 
of people who have been brutally abused in their 
own nation. We are praying one day the door will 
open for a team to go into Afghanistan. We may not 
be able to go to this country on the Silk Route at this 
time but The Lord has put its people on our heart.

In 2004 I had a vision of Africa which was green, 
it then turned to orange and then red. We sensed 
the green light of this traffic light sequence was full 
on for Africa and we have been faithfully working 
in African nations for 12 years, learning so much 
through our brothers and sisters on the African 
continent. We have learned that relationship is 
extremely important, we have witnessed sadness 
turn to joy, we have watched hopelessness turn to 
hope and we have seen them appropriate healing 
offered by Jesus wholeheartedly. There is a sense 
that the orange light is on for Africa but while we 
have a ministry in South Sudan we will keep going 
there and while we have an obvious call to DRC we 
will maintain our ministry there too. The red light 
is not on yet so we keep our focus where The Lord 
is obviously leading. We will remain in Africa until 
The Lord speaks again to us.

We have gained experience and confidence working 
in South Sudan, Rwanda, Burundi, Uganda, DRC 
as well as Sierra Leone where witchcraft is endemic, 
and we have learned how to get to the root of these 

issues and been given insight into how to minister 
freedom for the captives. When we started working 
in the countries on the Silk Road we found that 
throughout the world we are all still made in the 
image of God, body, soul and spirit but some 
spiritual strongholds are different! In these new 
countries we are visiting many have been affected 
by oppressive regimes such as communism. Our 
ministry tries to get to the roots of the spiritual 
strongholds and any spiritual agreements that have 
been made with the enemy have to be broken. The 
regimes which have dominated people in these 
nations have gone deep and deception has been 
subtle and can be spiritually hard to break. We 
have had to start to learn a whole new spiritual 
dimension and we are still learning, but thankfully 
we are not the healers. Jesus wants us to help those 
who have been bound and we are once again utterly 
reliant on him for his strategy of freedom for 
those in spiritual captivity. We have started to see 
breakthrough as we minister! ‘You shall know the 
truth and the truth will set you free’ John 8:32.

We believe we are being beckoned to the nations 
on the Silk Road. On each occasion we are being 
invited to go and it has been completely out of our 
hands. It would seem that we are being led in that 
direction, and not by our own efforts. I think the 
invitations have been born out of relationships 
developed over years and where trust has been 
built up. Our time in Africa has been well used and 
we have learnt lessons which have prepared us for 
future ministry. Nothing has been wasted. We wait 
in eager anticipation of the doors the Lord will open 
next, we have come to a point of  ‘not despising the 
day of small beginnings’, Zechariah 4:10. The lesson 
we are learning is doing only what the Father tells 
us! Thank you for walking this walk with us, we so 
appreciate all our supporters. BI

We are now actively looking for volunteers to pray, 
intercede and join us on mission along the Silk 
Road. Is that you? If you feel called to these nations 
then we’d love to hear from you. Please email us at:
admin@flameinternational.org or call the office on 
01252 336509.
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Jan weighs up what she feels God has been saying as she looks over a great city on the Silk Road

‘To the angel of the church 
in Philadelphia write: These 
are the words of him who 
is holy and true, who holds 
the key of David. What he 
opens no one can shut, and 
what he shuts no one can 
open. I know your deeds. 
See, I have placed before 
you an open door that no 
one can shut.’ Revelation 3:7-8
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now recruiting radical disciples for 
short-term mission with a difference
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This is not your normal short-
term mission experience!

FLAME INTERNATIONAL ARE 
LOOKING FOR A RARE BREED
We want to find courageously compassionate 
young adults between the ages of 18 and 30 who 
will join us on a Young Adult Programme (YAP) 
mission, and face the challenges of hardship and 
simple living to share the Gospel with, and pray 
for, some of the most broken people in the world.

Come and discover, develop and use your physical 
and spiritual gifts in an exciting context – setting 
people free from the bondage of fear, trauma, 
disease and sickness.

This is an opportunity to take a unique adventure 
in a remote part of the world. This is not your 
normal short-term mission experience! Expertly 
led by others with years of experience and a 
calling to minister in these regions, you will live 
in clean but basic accommodation, see your faith 
change and come alive and, through your faith 
in God, will be able to reach others of your age 
touched by conflict and war.

Have we found what we’re looking for? In addition 
to the above, are you:

• willing to go to a place where you will not 
be able to plug in your electric razor or hair 
dryer for 10 days?

• one of those people who are prepared to face 
the challenge of dealing with hardship and 
ready to roll up your sleeves and get stuck in?

now recruiting radical disciples for 
short-term mission with a difference

• likely to become, or are already, a resourceful 
traveller?

• able to cope with changes of plan and ready 
to improvise?

• servant hearted and prepared to give of 
yourself to offer something special to others?

• able to be a fully participating member of a 
fun and lively team?

If so, then the adventure is waiting! Take the first 
step – call us now on 01252 336509.

21
MAR

27
JUN

YAP Mission: Aru, DRC
Please contact the office if you would like
to join the mission team, receive prayer 
updates or to donate towards this mission.

Young Adult Taster Day: London
Tower Hamlets Community Church, Landsbury 
Lodge, 117 Ricardo St, London E14 6EQ
10.00am - 4.00pm   Please bring lunch.

20
JUN

Training Day: Crewe
West Street Baptist Church,
Crewe CW1 3HE
9.30am - 4.00pm   Please bring lunch.
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SIMON WALKER BRENDA SCHWARTZ WENDY WHITTEN

TISH MASON CHARL YOUNG GARETH BARTON
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MEET THE TEAM

Jan Ransom founded the charity in 2002 after a 
career in the military and continues to lead the 
organisation, providing spiritual cover, vision and 
leadership both at home and on mission trips across 
the world.

Val Batchelor was there from the beginning and co-
founded the charity. Her military background and 
tactical nous are invaluable and she leads mission 
teams to Burundi, South Sudan and DRC.

Natalie Sawtell is Jan’s PA, which means she’s very 
busy! Natalie provides support across the ministry 
including organising the Prayer Carpet and hosting 
a growing number of supporter events in the UK.

Simon Walker takes care of all the day-to-day details 
that are essential for the success of the organisation, 
including finance, compliance, data, technology and 
human resources.

Brenda Schwartz brings a wealth of ministry 
experience to Flame and, along with running healing 
days in local churches, she takes responsibility for 
the recruitment and training of mission teams.

Since 2002, Flame International’s 
ministry has grown to meet the needs 
of the church in war-torn and hurting 
nations, and so has its team.

Wendy Whitten has conducted ministry in many 
countries and now facilitates our overseas mission 
trips by organising team members, visas, travel 
arrangements and prayer support.

Tish Mason coordinates the amazing work of our 
volunteer Area Representatives as they give talks 
to groups in local churches. Tish also supports our 
fundraising efforts with grant-making trusts.

Charl Young promotes Flame’s Young Adults 
Programme (YAP) in churches, universities and 
Christian conferences. She also accompanies young 
people on our YAP mission trips.

Gareth Barton delivers marketing, brand identity 
and communications across the charity with graphic 
design, photography, writing, and the design of our 
website, publications and exhibition stands.

The Flame Team is made up entirely of people 
on part-time contracts or freelancers. Everything 
we do is focussed on getting our amazing trained 
volunteers into the field to minister with God’s love 
into the lives of hurting people.
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BI

FLAME TO PUBLISH 
FIRST BOOK
Charting the first 10 years of 
ministry into war-torn and 
hurting communities, we are 
thrilled to announce that we will 
be publishing our very first book, 
which will be available to buy 
very soon!

FRESH VISION
Huge thanks go to our dedicated 
board of trustees who have 
worked hard to encapsulate so 
succinctly the vision that drives 
our work across the world and 
here in the UK. Our vision is:
To see people set free from 
the pain and trauma of war, 
terror or oppression – releasing 
God’s healing, forgiveness and 
reconciliation.

NEXT PRAYER DAY
Come and experience a prayer 
day with a difference. We’ve got 
a few surprises planned for our 
event on the 16th May!!!

From 27th - 29th November 2015, Flame 
International supporters will be gathering 
at High Leigh in Hoddesdon, Hertfordshire 
EN11 8SG (15 mins from M25, 30 mins 
on train from London)

SUPPORTERS’
WEEKEND

REV SIMON PONSONBY of St. Aldates 
Church, Oxford, will be our main speaker

WEEKEND TICKETS
Standard Room £145
En-suite Room £172

No single room supplement

DAY TICKETS
Inc. lunch, dinner, tea & coffee £40

Inc. lunch, tea & coffee £33
The beautiful setting and facilities at High Leigh. Dinner will be at 7pm 
on the Friday night.  Rooms will be ready from 4.30pm.

CALL 01252 336509 TO BOOK NOW! 
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20
JUN

27
JUN

Training Day: Crewe
West Street Christian Fellowship
Crewe, CW1 3HE
9.30am - 4.00pm   Please bring lunch.

YAP Mission: Aru, DRC
Please contact the office if you would like
to join the mission team, receive prayer 
updates or to donate towards this mission.BI

09
APR

Mission: Butembo, DRC
Please contact the office if you would like
to join the mission team, receive prayer 
updates or to donate towards this mission.

Misson: Armenia
Please contact the office if you would like
to join the mission team, receive prayer 
updates or to donate towards this mission.

30
APR

Healing Day: Exmouth
Christ Church, 29 North Street, Exmouth, 
Devon EX8 1JZ
9.30am - 4.00pm   Please bring lunch.

07
MAR

Brother Yun Tour
Please see details on page 9 and check our 
website for all the latest information -
www.flameinternational.org

29
MAY

25
JUL

New Wine Summer Conference
Please contact the office if you would like
to join our award-winning Summer Events 
Team at New Wine this year.

16
MAY

Prayer Day: Camberley
St. Paul’s Church, Crawley Ridge, 
Camberley, Surrey GU15 2AD
9.30am - 4.00pm   Please bring lunch.

21
MAR

Young Adult Taster Day: London
Tower Hamlets Community Church, Landsbury 
Lodge, 117 Ricardo St, London E14 6EQ
10.00am - 4.00pm   Please bring lunch.









































 

 

     


 


