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here has never been a more exciting time to be 
alive and a Christian,” says Jan Ransom, “never a 

time like this for getting involved in mission.  Think 
about it - ISIS, Ebola, earthquakes, eruptions, planes 
disappearing from the skies, regimes toppling and 
protesters rampaging. And then there’s the largest 
revival in history that’s given rise to the biggest 
co-ordinated missionary move from China as the 
underground church spreads the Gospel throughout 
North Korea, Iraq, Iran, Afghanistan and Sudan, to 
name a few. Has there ever been such a time to pray, to 
fast, to speak up, to get involved, to go?” In this edition 
we turn to China and hear the story of Brother Ren 
and his call to the mission field, and how the vision of 
the Chinese church became mobilsed.

Whilst ‘sticking to what we’re good at’ it has become 
increasingly difficult to turn away from providing 
practical support that would help transform hurting 
communities. In a new development, we have made 
provision for us to respond to specific and ministry-
related humanitarian aid needs.

We’re delighted to announce the publication of our 
first book. Lighting Fires in the Dark by Jonathan 
Liggins tells the story of Flame’s beginnings and our 
first ten years of ministry.

For all the New Wine folks, we’ll be back this year in 
the marketplace with a stunning new café venue! BI
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THE STORY OF 
BROTHER REN’S CALL 
TO UNDERGROUND 
MISSION AND THE 
START OF THE 
LARGEST MISSIONARY 
MOVE IN HISTORY

The Back to Jerusalem vision was 
birthed in the 1940s. A calling to 
spread the Gospel, country-to-
country, city-to-city, village-to-
village, and door-to-door, from 
the Great Wall of China to the 
Wailing Wall of Jerusalem. Take a 
look at a map and just see some of 
the countries we’re talking about – 
Pakistan, Afghanistan, Iran, Iraq 
and Saudi Arabia. But it wasn’t 
until the 1960’s that the plan 
started to take shape and things 
began to move.

was born in 1952 and at the time my parents 
were missionary candidates to go to Africa. My 

father was a church pastor in eastern Finland. He 
had been to bible college in London and spoke good 
English but they found it difficult to raise support 
for a family with two children, and the church made 
a decision—and this was right after the war when 
the economy was very difficult and the church had 
very limited resources—to send a single missionary 
instead. So my father was very wounded by that and 
quit the ministry to go into business, and as I grew 
up he was not very active at church, although my 
mother continued as the choir leader, and all this 
left quite a mark on my life. When I was 11 I knew 
that God was calling me to be a missionary to the 
Far East—it was a very clear knowledge that I had 
deep down. I never questioned it, it was planted 
so firmly in my soul and my mind—and I grew 

 I
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very curious about the history of Christianity and 
especially about the suffering church. As I thought 
about my education I decided upon engineering and 
construction as I knew that would be of good use to 
build churches and do development work. So that’s 
what I did – I got qualified in those things. When I 
started to date the girl who later became my wife I 
made it clear from the start that I was called to be 
a missionary. I needed to make sure that she felt 
the same and I found out that she had been called 
to mission since she was six years old. So then we 
started to plan.  I then spent 10 years working as 
a contractor in Sweden. I became a pastor at the 
church and after two years of ordained ministry the 
church sent us out as missionaries to the Chinese 
world. The only place we could afford, and get a visa 
for, was Taiwan, and that was where we spent our 
first ten years on the mission field.

When we arrived in Taiwan I realised that the 
missionaries there were in the maintaining business 
– keeping alive something that had happened long 
ago. There were no new thoughts, no vision, and 
no dreams that this nation would be changed by 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and I had three years of 
‘higher education’ at God’s university. Everything 
I had was taken away. It was a complete failure. 
It didn’t matter what happened, what kind of 
meetings you tried to put together, you never had an 
audience. The people in Taiwan were experiencing 
massive financial growth and they were worshipping 
Buddha who they thought was blessing them. So it 
was difficult for us to come, as poor missionaries, 
and say, “Our God is good and amazing”. It didn’t 
make sense to anybody! So my first three years 
brought a lot of testing. We nearly lost one of our 
children to a life-threatening sickness and then 

Brother Ren keeps the church up-to-date with the spread of the Gospel by the Chinese missionaries



BURNING ISSUES

Feature06

we had a very close call with the second child. We 
were burgled several times and we lost our support 
from the sending church for six months. Everything 
that could go wrong, went wrong. After three years 
we went back and I remember preaching for the 
welcome celebration at the local church. I said, “We 
have lost everything – even my calling, and my faith. 
The only thing I have left is that I’m not sure if God 
does not exist.” That was level of my loss, and of 
course everyone, including the pastor, was shocked. 
That was how bad things had got. Somewhere 
during a year of furlough at home in Sweden I 
became aware that the struggles we faced were part 
of the training for what was to come, and God, in 
his grace, restored us. A year later we headed back 
to Taiwan. 

Almost as soon as we had arrived we received a 
letter from a small island owned by Taiwan. It’s 
about two hours flying time into the Pacific and 
is home to a remote tribe with about 3,500 people 
living in total isolation in the middle of the world’s 
typhoon region. There was one brother who had 
heard the Gospel while working in a factory in 
Taiwan and he asked for help because people were 
coming to Jesus and he didn’t know what to do 
with them. When we received that letter at the 
missionaries gathering I was the only one who 
responded and I said, “I have to go”. I took two other 
men with me to go and have a look. When we got 
there I was transported to the reality of the early 
church. The most amazing spiritual outpouring was 
happening on that little island.  Every day people 
were being supernaturally healed and even dead 
people were being raised to life. I saw the whole 
parade of bible miracles on that island, and to be 
right there and see how God was using us, suddenly 
I realised that this is how it is supposed to work. 
For about six years I was travelling to the island 
every second week while my family were in central 
Taiwan and the children were in school. But after 
just two years there I picked up a strain of plague 
and almost died. I was sent to a hospital in Europe 
for treatment and recovered. Then I went back. 
Whilst on the island we started getting up at 4am 
to pray on the mountain overlooking the village. 
That was when I got used to early morning prayers 

– long before I went into mainland China. It was on 
the mountain that God showed the church that they 
were to go to some other islands further away, where 
their ancient forefathers had originated, and where 
there was a need for the Gospel. So, they sent out 11 
missionaries to a group of islands to the north of the 
Philippines and there the miracles continued. I was 
the link back to the church in Taiwan.

When I went into mainland China, all this was just 
normal stuff—the testimonies and the miracles—
and I was so grateful to the Lord. It was the winter 
before the Tienanmen Square massacre that I 
was sent to China. I was called by an American 
missionary who was struggling to know what to 
do with new believers and didn’t speak Chinese. 
So I started to travel to China to teach these young 
believers, leading them in the baptism of the Holy 
Spirit, and getting rid of the ancient ancestral 
customs of idol worship. It was a difficult time to 
travel in 1988/9 as the protests were still happening 
but quite soon after that I met Brother Yun and we 
started to work together.

The Back to Jerusalem vision was at that time still in 
the minds of the church leaders. The majority of the 
first generation of Back to Jerusalem vision carriers 
had already died. The revelations had come in the 
1940s and 1950s at a bible school where the Lord, as 
they were praying, spoke to them very clearly about 
taking the Gospel west from China, all the way 
back to Jerusalem, from where it had originated. 
But those leaders were all arrested in connection 
with the revolution at that time. Some of them were 
sentenced to more than 30 years in the Gobi Desert 
labour camps and came out at about the time that I 
started to work in mainland China. There was one 
brother who came out after almost 40 years and 
was brought from the Gobi Desert to where I was, 
along with Brother Yun, and it was there that the 
vision, for which he had been in prison so long, was 
transferred to a new group. They didn’t know what 
it meant or how to do it but they started to pray into 
the vision.

I had read a little about Brother Yun’s testimony 
and wanted to meet him. I remember being invited 
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Brother Joshua, the leader of a Chinese church of more than four million believers,
surveys the land in South Sudan ahead of placing missionaries in the country

to attend a meeting of young Christian leaders 
and was taken miles into the country where they 
had tunnelled out a cave so that they could meet 
in secret. I had managed to get a few bibles with 
concordances and I took them with me. I was 
asking the Lord who he wanted to give them to – 
at that time, for a church leader to get a bible was 
like winning the lottery, they were so rare and so 
prized. Then the Lord showed me a young married 
couple at the back of the cave. He was on his knees 
and looked worn out. When I gave him the bible he 
wept and wept and didn’t stop praising God. I didn’t 
know who he was straight away but that was my first 
encounter with Brother Yun, just after the release 
from his second prison sentence. At that time God 
gave Brother Yun a vision of a massive harvest 
ready to be brought in. Then he saw that there were 
huge machines, combine harvesters, sitting at the 

edge of the field without any fuel. He wanted to 
establish fuel stations that can fill these machines 
and, together, to go out and gather harvest. That was 
before he was sent back to prison for the third time 
and you can read all about that and his miraculous 
escape in The Heavenly Man by Paul Hattaway 
[ISBN 1-85424-597-X].

It took about five years to identify the leaders of 
the different groups and I spent a lot of time with 
them. Little by little I built up good relationships 
with about 150 leaders of the different movements 
in China. Then we started to identify their biggest 
needs and to consider what we could do. That’s 
when we decided to produce offset-print bibles on 
a large scale. You can read more about that in the 
book The Underground Church by Eugene Bach 
& Brother Zhu [ISBN 978-1-62911-157-5] but 
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to date we have printed and distributed about 15 
million bibles inside China. Actually I remember 
now that the first time I heard the Chinese leaders 
praying about the Back to Jerusalem vision I 
thought that they were planning to go to Jerusalem 
as pilgrims! But then the Lord led me in a bible 
study and I discovered from the Word that the 
Great Commission was given by Jesus, standing 
on the Mount of Olives, looking west. That the 
spread of the Gospel would sweep around the globe 
westwards from Jerusalem. Then we see Paul trying 
to go east and then north but then the Holy Spirit 
lead him west, into Europe. So now I understood 
that the Chinese needed to go west to complete 
the circle. Then I started to travel alone and for the 
first ten years I was opposed by everyone I spoke 
to. They told me it was nonsense and never going 
to happen and that it would take three generations 
for the Chinese to even say hello in English. It was 
ridiculous what they were saying. But I knew that 
this had been given to me by the Lord so I didn’t 
care, I just kept faithfully sharing about it. It’s 

all about relationships in the Chinese world and 
after all these years I’m now considered one of the 
brothers, one of the few Westerners who can say 
with confidence that I’m part of the Chinese church, 
and today I’m treated as an elderly leader and 
they all respect me. I take that very seriously and 
together we have been able to protect them from 
some major catastrophes in the ministry. But it took 
time.

It was around 2000 when the first 30 or so leaders 
snuck out of China and went to Myanmar (Burma) 
where we met to discuss mission strategy and 
sharing the Gospel in the Buddhist world, the 
Hindu world and the Muslim world. The one thing 
that was clear to them from the beginning was to 
share the Gospel in the Muslim world. That wasn’t 
a surprise really but then they wanted to expand 
into Buddhist and Hindu areas as well. That’s when 
we started to think about language training and 
overcoming cross-cultural issues. We looked at how 
we could take these zealous young leaders, full of 

A tale of two walls. The vision of the Chinese Church is to spread the Gospel from the 
Great Wall of China, westwards, to the Western Wall in Jerusalem.
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the Holy Spirit, and help them understand the world 
view outside China. This all went hand-in-hand 
with spreading the Gospel inside China where there 
are over 400 minorities who are not Chinese at all. 
So in the beginning we thought about how we could 
reach the Muslims in the Northwest, the Tibetan 
Buddhists and all the animist peoples. In those 
first years we focussed our efforts inside mainland 
China. As we succeeded with that we realised that 
these were good places where the missionaries could 
train in communities that weren’t their own. These 
are places that we’ve been using ahead of sending 
them out of China – it’s a good way to prepare for 
that.  So the mission strategy works both inside 
and outside of China simultaneously. We now have 
at least 5,000 missionaries that have crossed the 
border and are sharing the Gospel on the way back 
to Jerusalem. I am now able to visit these places, 
together with Brother Yun, and gather them for 
fellowship and encouragement. Brother Yun sits 
with them, prays with them and listens to their 
testimonies. He’s not teaching them so much. It’s 

more like an apostolic role that he has been given 
by the Chinese church. And they just love him. 
They feel it’s the best thing that happens to them, 
getting that spiritual encouragement. And of course 
Brother Yun has a much larger perspective on what 
is happening and so he can really inspire them and 
build their faith.

The church in China called me and asked me to 
become Brother Yun’s pastor and so now I look after 
a very small church – it’s just me, Brother Yun, his 
wife, his daughter and his son, but I still have all the 
challenges that face a leader of a church of 5,000! 
It’s an honour to serve in this way and God is so 
faithful. For the last 17 years, right up until today, 
alongside his role as an apostle to the missionaries, 
Brother Yun and I have been travelling the world to 
share what God is doing with the wider church and 
to resource the Chinese vision. After all, they plan 
to send 100,000 missionaries to bring the Gospel 
Back to Jerusalem in what is already the largest co-
ordinated missionary move in history. BI
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Flame International works with 
trusted partners to deliver its 
programmes of teaching, drama and 
workshops in remote locations.

For many years Flame’s teams of trained 
volunteers have been transported on the 
wings of prayer and of our partners at Mission 
Aviation Fellowship (MAF).

This fun image, taken into the mirrored glass of 
a pilot’s sunglasses, was shot by Gareth Barton 
as he flew with a team from our Young Adults 
Programme into Yambio, South Sudan.

MAF enables thousands of aid, relief and 
mission projects in really remote places, 
because that’s where some of the greatest 
human needs are. In today’s ‘connected 
world’, the irony is that never have so many 
people been so isolated. Flying into desert 
and jungle airstrips, lakes and rivers, tracks 
and roads, MAF’s light aircraft and their 
mission pilots go the extra miles to provide a 
lifeline. Working in partnership with Flame 
International and hundreds of other Christian 
and relief organisations MAF enables practical 
help, physical healing, and spiritual hope to 
be delivered to many of the most remote and 
inaccessible communities on the planet.

For 70 years, MAF has been flying for life and 
we look forward to flying with them again this 
year, and for many years to come. BI

PHOTO
FEATURE
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Diary
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02 Aug: Joy Fraser and a new team take over the Café 
Venue, New Wine Week 2. Pray for grace, energy and 
for the love of Jesus to shine through Gareth, Joy and 
all the team. Pray for the evening story-telling and the 
story tellers, that this new concept will be a blessing.

09 Aug: Pray for restoration for those who have 
worked so hard at New Wine. Pray for peace in 
Burundi and South Sudan. Lift up Bishop Samuel as he 
leads the Sudan Peace Justice and Reconciliation team.

12 Aug: The Congo team prepare to fly MAF to 
Butembo on 13th to run the Pastor’s Conference 14-
18th. Pray for safe travel for team and delegates; for 
Bishop Isesomo and for spirit-to-spirit relationships.

16 Aug: Give thanks for our intercessors and their 
faithfulness in praying and declaring God’s Word. 
Pray for our Chinese mission partners in prayer as 
they extend God’s love into South Sudan, and build 
relationships through the business.

23 Aug: For Charl and team at Momentum. For this 
to be a special time for the young people and for them 

05 Jul: Praise God for the Young Adult team (YAP)
out in Aru, DRC. Pray that this week as they reach out 
to prisoners, military, schools and police, lives will be 
saved for Jesus and healed in his name. 

12 Jul: Pray for the YAP team members as they share 
their experiences with friends and family. Pray that this 
life changing time will remain with them and influence 
future choices.

19 Jul: Pray for Gareth, Natalie and Joy as they 
prepare for the Flame Café Venue at New Wine. Give 
thanks for the successful visit to Goma, DRC by Mark 
and Emily from Voice of the African Child. Pray for 
help for Claudaline in the many projects she has with 
vulnerable women and orphans.

26 Jul: For Gareth, Natalie and the team this first 
week for the Café Venue. Pray this will be the place 
of choice to relax and have fun. Pray for relationships 
to be strengthened and new ones made. Pray that the 
speakers will want to come and share their story and 
many will come to listen.
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20 Sep: Give thanks for those who travel on mission.
Ask God to raise up team leaders for the missions, and 
more trained team members.

27 Sep: For the Prayer Day in Crewe on Saturday. For 
those who come to feel a fresh touch from God; for 
us all to hear his voice and know his will for Flame. 
Pray for Area Reps and opportunities for sharing in 
churches and Flame events.

04 Oct: For our staff and volunteers who contribute 
so much to Flame. For Gareth and Tish as they 
fundraise for missions, Wendy as she sets up the 
mission admin, Brenda and the Healing and Training 
days, and recruiting for mission. Pray for an increase, 
particularly for our partnering with more churches.

11 Oct: For the Trustees, Mark, Richard, Jeremy, Nick, 
Jan, Anne, Becca and Val and for others to volunteer to 
help us grow. For Pastors Ken and Jean Hepworth, Les 
as he keeps the books, Simon and Natalie as they draw 
many work strands together.

18 Oct: Pray for a small team in the Far East to 
minister to those traumatised by their circumstances. 
Pray for trust to be quickly built up and for pastors and 
leaders to be equipped to help their people. Pray for 
hope to return to the Christians in this nation who 
have suffered extreme persecution.

25 Oct: For the team as they travel to Uvira, DRC. Pray 
for safe travel through Burundi in the wake of anger 
and conflict. Pray for team unity, good health and 
God’s favour on the teaching and ministry. Continue 
to pray for the small team in the Far East. Pray for the 
Mission Training Day on 31 October in Camberley to 
equip those going on mission. 

01 Nov: Pray for the team in Uvira, DRC. Pray for 
DRC Bishops Bahati, Isesomo, William and Ande; for 
God’s clear leading and protection over them as they 
face numerous challenges in their Dioceses.

to be inspired for mission with Flame and to join us in 
prayer. For Jan and the Armenia team as they depart 
on 28th. Pray for safe travel and team unity.

30 Aug: For Jan and the Armenia team as they start 
the programme of teaching and ministry. Pray for good 
translation, relationships to be made and renewed, and 
lives to be changed as the Word of God goes out. Pray 
for Val and the team as they go to DRC on 4 Sep.

06 Sep: Continue to pray for the team in Armenia as 
they visit the military, for Holy Spirit to breakthrough 
and bring salvation and healing. Pray for the team in 
Bukavu, DRC as they start the Women Counsellors’ 
School on Monday, for unity in the team and delegates, 
and for us all to meet with God.

13 Sep: The Women’s School enters Week 2. Pray for 
healing, a new boldness and confidence in God’s word 
and ministry, that as they go from the School on Friday 
they will know the call of God on their lives in a new 
and powerful way. Pray for safety as the women make 
the long and arduous journeys home.
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The trustees of Flame International 
have committed to providing 
practical aid to some unique 
projects whose aims sit closely with 
our own in areas where there is 
little other help or where the specific 
needs are not being met.

We’re starting later this year in 
Goma, DRC, where there are huge 
numbers of aid and development 
agencies, but where there is little 
support for the stigmatised victims 
of rape and their rape-conceived 
children.

NOT TURNING AWAY –
GETTING READY TO 
PROVIDE PRACTICAL 
SUPPORT TO SOME
VERY SPECIAL PEOPLE 

t’s been difficult. Really difficult. For more than 
ten years we’ve been called into remote regions 

to minister to the emotional and spiritual trauma 
caused by war, conflict and abuse. We are not an aid 
and development agency. In so many places we see 
the world’s best NGOs providing practical support 
to ravaged communities and we thank God for 
them. We don’t do what they do. They can’t do what 
we do, and it’s a good fit. But it’s really hard to turn 
away from the people we meet without doing more 
to help them. More than once we’ve seen volunteers 
travel out to a programme with a suitcase full of 
clothes, to return home with only what they stand 
up in. Again and again we’ve been asked to stick to 
what we do because there are so few people doing 
it. But again and again our hearts break to leave 
people in such poverty – especially in the remote 
places where there are no NGOs providing support, 
or where specific needs are not being met in the face 
of such overwhelming need. Well, as our ministry 

 I
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continues to grow, we feel that now is the time to 
create a fund with a specific and targeted purpose 
of providing practical help in unique circumstances. 
We’re not going to shift our focus from the core 
ministry to which God has called us. But we’re no 
longer going to turn away from situations that need 
our help. We’re going to do both.

We’ve written previously of the challenges faced 
by the stigmatised victims of rape, and their 
rape-conceived children, in Goma, DRC. Whilst 
running our healing conferences and workshops in 
the town we visited an extraordinary programme 
run by Claudaline Mukanirwa. She is married to 
Desire, a pastor and the man responsible to the 
Archbishop for mission throughout the Anglican 
Province of DRC. Faced with the appalling 
pandemic of rape in her country – where the UN 
estimates 400,000 women are raped every year – 
she decided that something had to be done. She is 

training female victims of rape in dressmaking as 
a means of generating income and giving them a 
chance to break out of the poverty trap that many 
of them are in. She also takes care of some 250 
rape-conceived children with their considerable 
feeding, educational and medical needs (and of 
course the corresponding financial needs). She has 
a tailoring business and an outlet whose profits go 
towards meeting the project costs. The needs that 
they face are enormous and so we have decided to 
partner with them and Voice of the African Child 
to enable the expansion of this mercy project. We’re 
looking to develop their campus with a clean water 
supply and an I.T. infrastructure. We also want to 
extend their dress-making scheme and develop an 
agricultural programme – allowing them to increase 
the number of women and children they can get off 
the streets. Please keep an eye out for more details 
about this new project in the November edition of 
Burning Issues. BI
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Jonathan Liggins, a member of the 
Armenia team in May 2015 and 
two previous Armenia teams, gives 
a personal view on how far the 
spiritual atmosphere in Armenia 
has changed in this, the centenary 
year of the Turkish genocide.

A BREATH OF FRESH AIR – 
ARMENIA 2015 

o change the spiritual atmosphere of the 
country’ is Flame’s aim for Armenia in 2015. 

How far has it been achieved at the halfway mark 
of the programme? To assess that let me take you 
back to Jeremy Clare’s vision for the country. It was 
a vision of a locked room, full of Armenians living 
in a stale atmosphere without hope of anything 
better. But where God is, there is always change as 
he makes ‘a way in the desert and streams in the 
wasteland.’ So, in Jeremy’s picture, God had opened 
a window to allow the people access to fresh air. 
More than that, he offered them the twin keys of 
unity and obedience, on a key ring of love, to allow 
them to open the door.

 T‘
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In November 2013 Jeremy presented that picture to 
the people of Rebirth and Word of Life Churches 
in Hrazdan. As a team, we were convinced that 
Jeremy had the mind of the Lord in saying it. The 
Armenians present, especially the leaders, grabbed 
hold of the keys with both hands.

If we look for massive, earth-shattering changes 
since then we shall be disappointed and there will 
be negatives but God’s way is the ‘day of small 
beginnings’ and that is where I find encouragement.

Negatives include the logo for the genocide 
commemoration: ‘I Remember…I Demand.’ This 
is hardly the stuff of forgiveness and progress. 
Negative too was the lingering trauma from the 
1988 Spitak Earthquake, which killed 30,000 people. 

“Why do I always feel so sad?” was a question I was 
asked by a lady who had survived it. And finally, 
the stream of people, particularly men, emigrating 
to find work continues. As a team we prayed for 
their return but they will need jobs to come back 
to – and job creation will depend on an end to the 
widespread, high-level corruption.

So what are the signs of spiritual change? This 
country is at the meeting point of the Muslim east 
and the Christian west. The prophecies received 
have a constant theme of God’s intention to renew 
this ancient Christian culture. Wherever we have 
gone (and this mission took us to numerous new 
venues) we have met with a hunger for renewal, 
with pastors welcoming the ministry and catching 
hold of the vision. We have seen them starting 
to work together with new life burning in the 
congregations as people take hold of healing.

Our base for the last few days of the mission 
was Vanadzor. From there we went to Gyumri, a 
centre of the Turkish killing fields which had been 
flattened by the earthquake. We expected to meet 
with church leaders briefly. Instead we found a 
small church packed with people desperate for the 
ministry and hugely responsive when it was given.

The Lord was ‘confirming his word by the signs that 
accompanied it’ (Mark 16:20). Here, as in other 

centres and missions, we saw people changed as 
they forgave. We saw people coming to faith; we saw 
men, who hadn’t been in church for years, coming 
back to faith. We saw people with physical problems 
find healing and people with all manner of inner 
hurt finding release, and with it joy. 

We came across much witchcraft and occult 
involvement but equally we were privileged to 
witness its captives set free. One young man who 
experienced significant delivery had warned 
that he was likely to become violent if prayed for. 
Nevertheless, prayed for he was and the following 
evening he was ‘sitting there, dressed and in his 
right mind’, reminiscent of the man in the tombs 
in Mark 5:15. He had brought a friend similarly in 
need of deliverance and he too went away quieter 
and happier after prayer. 

As always, the ‘good news was preached to the poor,’ 
whilst the broken-hearted experienced healing 
and prisoners were released from their emotional 
cells. Most of this was amongst the small battalions, 
people of no significance as far as the world is 
concerned. Yet the marginalised were just the 
people on whom Jesus built his church and he hasn’t 
changed his mind. Resurrection life is flowing into 
pastor after pastor, Christian after Christian. It is the 

‘day of small beginnings’, a tiny mustard seed which 
is taking root and growing. We have yet to make in-
roads into the Armenian Apostolic Church, the state 
church, but change there will surely come from the 
bottom up as the influence of renewed Evangelicals 
and Pentecostals spreads.
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Brother Yun shared a few of his 
thoughts with the team as we 
finished our 2015 tour. Venues are 
already coming together for 2016!

“I’m so grateful for Flame International as they 
go into places such as South Sudan, DRC and 
Armenia to bring the message of forgiveness. 
It’s what’s needed to survive as a human being. 
The symbol of the flame is a good one. It’s as 
the oil of God goes among his people that the 
fire of God will come. It is the heartbeat of God 
that will call his people and heal them. We were 
given the same mission as Flame – to go and 
embrace those who are broken.

“I love travelling with Flame and I look forward 
to it every year. When I’m here I feel loved and 
looked after. But in England I feel like Jonah, 
being called to tell Nineveh to repent and turn 
back to God. I realise that this is a difficult 
message to hear for a nation that has sent out 
so many missionaries in the past. It’s not an 
easy thing to hear. The sheep are out in the field 
and have gone off to find fresh grass. They’ve 
stopped listening to the shepherd but then 
comes a voice that calls them back. I think I’m 
called to be that voice – to be an igniter. Every 
day people are hearing, ‘Jesus loves you’, but 
they are not yet ready to take that message to 
others.” –Brother Yun

ON TOUR 
WITH 
BROTHER 
YUN
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From 27th - 29th November 2015, 
Flame International supporters will be 
gathering at High Leigh in Hoddesdon, 
Hertfordshire EN11 8SG (15 mins from 
M25, 30 mins by train from London)

SUPPORTERS’
WEEKEND

WEEKEND TICKETS
Standard Room £145
En-suite Room £172

No single room supplement

DAY TICKETS
Inc. lunch, dinner, tea & coffee £40

Inc. lunch, tea & coffee £33

CALL 01252 336509
TO BOOK NOW! 

24/7 PRAYER

WORKSHOPS & 
SEMINARS 

GOING ON MISSION

REPRESENTING FLAME

PHOTOJOURNALISM

MORE TO COME...

Comments from guests at our 
last Supporters’ Weekend –

“We felt the presence of 
God from the moment we 
arrived.”

“We were able to worship 
in a way that we have 
missed for a long time.”

“Thank you for such 
a well organised and 
inspirational conference.”

“We both came away 
feeling very blessed.”

“I think I may have left my 
Winnie the Pooh nightie in 
my room.”
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The beautiful setting and facilities at High Leigh opened as a Conference Centre in 1921 specialising in 
residential and day conferences for up to 220 delegates. The main part of the house was built in 1853. In 
1871, Mr. Robert Barclay, a successful banker in the City of London and a committed Christian, bought the 
house. With 40 acres of lawns, parkland and woodland the tranquil surroundings aid both concentration 
and relaxation for delegates.

REV SIMON PONSONBY of St. Aldates Church, Oxford, will be our main speaker throughout the weekend 
and we are hoping to welcome Bishop Samuel Peni of Nzara diocese, South Sudan.

Dinner will be at 7pm on the Friday night. Rooms are ready from 4.30pm.

REV SIMON PONSONBYBISHOP SAMUEL PENI
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BIJONATHAN LIGGINS
FOREWORD BY BROTHER YUN

(the heavenly man)

the beginnings of FLame international’S
ministry IN POST-CONFLICT ZONES

 LIGHTING FIRES
 IN THE DARK

Since 2003 Flame International, a UK-based charity that 
sends teams of trained volunteers into post-con� ict zones, 
has been lighting � res in the dark.

From rebel hit areas and post-genocide states in Africa, to 
the persecuted church in the Far East and now travelling 
the ancient Silk Routes, the Flame teams go where the 
Lord sends them, to ignite the � re of God in the hearts of 
communities worn down by heavy burdens of fear, abuse 
and pain.

Landing in a light aircraft on a dirt airstrip in one rural, border 
town in South Sudan, the diocesan Bishop welcomed the team 
and encouraged them to take heart. “Do not worry,” he said. 
“There have been no rebel raids here for 30 days!”

This is the story of how it all began, and how it has grown to 
run nationwide programmes; training leaders, ministering 
to the traumatised, and seeing God at work to heal those 
with deep physical, emotional and spiritual wounds, all in 
the most extraordinary places.

www.flameinternational.org

“Flame International are one of the most 
extraordinary kingdom ministries I know. 
They fearlessly carry the torch of Christ’s love 
and power into some of the world’s darkest 
places bringing transformation, healing and 
deliverance.”  —Rev. Simon Ponsonby

LIGHTING FIRES IN THE DARK
JONATHAN LIGGINS

SPECIALOFFER
FOR BURNINGISSUES READERS

£5
ORDER YOUR COPYTODAY USING THEREPLY SLIP

RRP £7.99                       (+ p&p £1.50)Charting the first 10 years of ministry into 
war-torn and hurting communities, we are 
thrilled to announce that we are publishing our 
very first book, which is available to buy now!

OUR FIRST 
BOOK!

“Flame International are one 
of the most extraordinary 
kingdom ministries I know. 
They fearlessly carry the 
torch of Christ’s love and 
power into some of the 
world’s darkest places 
bringing transformation, 
healing and deliverance.” 

                —Rev. Simon Ponsonby

Since 2003 we have been sending 
teams of trained volunteers into post-
conflict zones and, as they take the 
love of Christ, they have been lighting 
fires in the dark.

From rebel hit areas and post-
genocide states in Africa, to the 
persecuted church in the Far East and 
now travelling the ancient Silk Routes, 
our teams go where the Lord sends 
them, to ignite the fire of God in the 
hearts of communities worn down by 
heavy burdens of fear, abuse and pain.

This is the story of how it all 
began, and how it has grown to 
run nationwide programmes; 
training leaders, ministering to the 
traumatised, and seeing God at work 
to heal those with deep physical, 
emotional and spiritual wounds, all in 
the most extraordinary places.
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31
OCT

Training Day: Camberley
St. Paul’s Church, Crawley Ridge, 
Camberley, Surrey GU15 2AD
9.30am - 4.00pm   Please bring lunch.BI

04
SEP

Mission: DRC School
Please contact the office if you would like
to join the mission team, receive prayer 
updates or to donate towards this mission.

Healing Day: Camberley
St. Paul’s Church, Crawley Ridge, 
Camberley, Surrey GU15 2AD
9.30am - 4.00pm   Please bring lunch.

26
SEP

YAP Mission: Aru, DRC
Please contact the office if you would like
to join the mission team, receive prayer 
updates or to donate towards this mission.

27
JUN

Healing Day: Lymington
All Saints Church Hall, Lymington, 
Hampshire SO41 8FD
9.30am - 4.00pm   Please bring lunch.

17
OCT

31
OCT

Mission: Uvira, DRC
Please contact the office if you would like
to join the mission team, receive prayer updates 
or to donate towards this mission.

03
OCT

Prayer Day: Crewe
West Street Christian Fellowship, Richard 
Street, Crewe, Cheshire CW1 3HE
9.30am - 4.00pm   Please bring lunch.

28
AUG

Misson: Armenia
Please contact the office if you would like
to join the mission team, receive prayer updates 
or to donate towards this mission.

25
JUL

NEW WINE: Conference
Please come and visit us in our all new 
Marketplace Café Venue where we’ll be serving 
refreshements and stories of God at work!
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