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hristmas is approaching fast and we wanted 
to take this opportunity to launch our 2015 

Christmas Appeal. Please read the enclosed letter and 
help us to send more teams into the broken-hearted 
country of Armenia – the oldest Christian nation on 
earth and one of the most invaded. Thank you.

This edition of Burning Issues focuses on the essential 
role of prayer in our work on the mission field. You 
only have to look at the many ways there are to get 
involved with prayer to see how important it is to 
us – the prayer carpet, the prayer diary, prayer days, 
mission prayer team, international intercessors – the 
list goes on! We’re also delighted to have some of 
our projects featured by 24-7 Prayer on their website 
and we invited their UK Director, Brian Heasley to 
contribute an article to this edition, which you can 
read on p4.

We’re really looking forward to our upcoming 
Supporters’ Weekend at High Leigh and are delighted 
to be joined by Simon Ponsonby, who will lead a 
study series, and by Bishop Samuel Peni from Nzara, 
South Sudan. There are a few spaces left so please get 
in touch if you’d like to join us for what is always an 
inspiring weekend away. See p22 for details.

And if you were at New Wine or Momentum this year 
then check out the photos on p20! BI

C
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KEEPERS OF A
GENTLE FLAME

Brian Heasley is National Director of 
24-7 Prayer in Great Britain after leading 
24-7 Ibiza and has been part of the prayer 
movement since it began. He is married 
to Tracy and has two teenage sons. The 
family live in Norfolk and are involved in a 
Christian community there. You can read 
about the incredible story of 24-7 Ibiza in 
Brian’s book, ‘Gatecrashing’.

Flame International’s work with victims of 
rape in DRC is currently featured on 24-7’s 
website as we call people to pray for this 
issue. You can see it at :
www.24-7prayer.com/pickafight

e know that prayer can change things. I’m 
often thinking of the way that we, as the 

Church, are always trying to spend more time in 
prayer. Those moments that we bend our knees 
before God are important. We need to pray as much 
as we can. 

We start on our knees because we can’t do it on our 
own; we can’t organise, plan and administer the 
growth of God’s kingdom. We can only, in faith, fall 
to our knees in acknowledgement of our absolute 
and utter dependency on Him.

Yes we have plans, initiatives, and resources, but 
if these are not fuelled by prayer they will only be 
shallow expressions of a deeper reality. All the fires 
we seek to light must start with a spark of prayer 
and must be sustained by the fuel of prayer. And 
when they spread, they must ignite more prayer. 

The spirit of God is unpredictable wildfire. But I 
wonder, have we become keepers of a gentle flame?

As the Church in the UK, we’ve become good at 
what we do. We know how to connect with one 
another, how to run Alpha courses, how to run 
good youth work, how to effectively engage with 

 W
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our communities. We strive to make our stuff sexier, 
more attractive and as slick as it possibly can be. 
And if I’m honest, it all kind of works, which is good 
and definitely an answer to our prayers.

However, I can’t help feeling there is another 
dimension that we need to access, another place. 
To stop being comfortable with what we’re already 
achieving and from our knees, move towards what 
we do not know. 

I’m calling it the edge. The edge of our comfort 
zones. The edge between what we can physically 
do and what we can’t. The edge, for me, is faith. 
It’s the point where we have to take ourselves and 
our communities. It’s the place where if it all goes 
wrong, we’ll look stupid and our elders will tell us 
they saw it coming. It’s the place where we will be 
embarrassed if it doesn’t work. 

We have to start scaring ourselves again.

This is the place of prayer which takes us to the edge 
and leads us out in faith. This is Noah building a 
boat, Abraham on the mountain, Moses crossing the 
sea, Peter walking on water, or Stephen before the 
Sanhedrin.

I want to get on my knees because, although what 
we are doing is great and blessed, it is not enough 
yet. We need to go further. What do we have faith 
for? What do we need faith for?

I want to get out on that scary edge again.

When we step out in faith, God uses us to shine 
his light into the dark places. When we’re on the 
edge, we’re relying on God to use us in ways that 
we never thought possible. We might find ourselves 
in situations that are completely out of our depth 
if we attempt to do it without relying on him who 
is bigger and stronger, and can use us when we’re 
willing. 

It all starts on our knees, but we can’t stay there 
forever. We have to be prepared to move to the edge. 
We have to step out in faith. The gentle flame isn’t 
what we’re called to look after; we must be prepared 
to let it spark into a fire. If the Spirit of God is 
unpredictable wildfire, we need to be prepared to be 
in those unexpected and uncomfortable places. 

What are we waiting for?

   –Brian Heasley
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Flame International founder, Jan 
Ransom, describes how prayer 
shapes everything that the charity 
does and how people around the 
world support the ministry with 
their prayers.

PRAYER: THE BEDROCK OF 
FLAME INTERNATIONAL 

orgive David Cameron”, I heard the Lord 
prompt me! I was due to speak to 30 priests 

from the Armenian Apostolic Church including a 
message on forgiveness.  Why did I need to forgive 
him? I realised that I had judged the Prime Minister 
for his handling of the new law on marriage and 
I had hung onto my anger. I chose to forgive 
him and handed him over to Jesus and repented 
appropriately.  What has this to do with prayer? 
Well, Psalm 24:4 urges us to ‘have clean hands and 
a pure heart’ and I was commanded to get my heart 
pure. I know it was because the Prayer Mission 
Team, and supporters on the Prayer Carpet, were 
praying for me that I was convicted and l was able 

 F“
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to get my hands clean! I was about to minister to 
men who live in a country which finds it hard to 
forgive the Turks for the genocide that happened 
100 years ago and I realised that I was committing 
the same sin. I just want to say thank you to the 
saints who pray for us whilst we are on mission and 
then by the intervention of the Holy Spirit we can 
get right with the Lord. Prayer changed my attitude 
and potentially helped the ministry to one of the 
most strategic groups of people that I have had the 
privilege to minister to in some time. Those of us 
who go on mission are definitely not immune to sin; 
indeed we regularly come under personal attack. 
There’s no way that, without prayer, we’d still be 
travelling after 13 years.

Prayer is the bedrock of Flame International and 
without the people who pray for us daily on the 
Prayer Carpet, the Prayer Mission Team, weekly 
from the Prayer Diary in Burning Issues, through 
Facebook, through Regional Prayer Groups, Annual 
Prayer Days, from emails sent before and after 
missions, or just because you are in relationship 
with people who travel and work for us, our work 
would not produce fruit. Of course on mission and 
through our Prayer Ministry Training for Mission 
we also have deliverance prayer ministry into 
individual lives. I know that without prayer we 
would not exist because we operate ‘not by might, 
nor by power but by thy Spirit’. We are completely 
reliant on Jesus and through intercession we see 
lives transformed whilst we are ministering. 

Our previous Chair, Gabby Llewelyn, started the 
Prayer Carpet when she realised we were going to 
Malakal unprotected. More than 100 people had 
recently been killed in that region of South Sudan 
and we didn’t have the right level of prayer cover 
in place to keep us safe. The Lord supernaturally 
showed her that we were in danger as we were about 
to travel. This was hard for her and the team who 
were emotionally committed to the trip. However 
after a rather tense meeting of the trustees we felt 
the timing was wrong and we postponed the trip 
for a year. The Prayer Carpet was then put in place 
and we now have over 200 people praying for us 
throughout the month. Each person is given a slot 

from either 8am–8pm or 8pm–8am. It is a prayer 
watch and many folk also fast as they pray on the 
specific day/night and use a monthly update of 
prayers that we send out from the office. We are 
grateful for their faithful prayers and some people 
even send us prophetic words to encourage and 
challenge us! Please ask to be placed on the Prayer 
Carpet if you want to see our ministry grow.

The Mission Prayer Team (many of whom are also 
on the Prayer Carpet) pray daily for us when we 
have a team on mission, and receive daily updates 
by email from the ‘front line’ of the mission. It is 
like we are the Infantry in the mission team and 
our Gunners (prayer warriors) are firing a little 
way back from the hand-to-hand fighting. The 
Flame ministry is spiritual warfare and the battle 
is not won on the front line alone, we need the 
Gunners, the Engineers, the Logistic Corps and 
the Administrators to keep us on the winning side 
and it is the prayer warriors around the world who, 
engaging in spiritual warfare on our behalf, help to 
take out the enemy and win the war. We always feel 
as if we are walking on a carpet of prayer when we 
are away – it is tangible. If you have a heart for our 
missions, please enrol into this part of the Flame 
army. 

The Prayer Diary, which is a weekly prayer 
opportunity published both in Burning Issues and 
on the website, is a different source of prayer. We 
are challenged if Burning Issues is slightly delayed 
because we are phoned, emailed and chastised for 
being late by faithful prayer supporters who are not 
able to pray as requested. We love this, not because 
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it is delayed but because it reassures us that our 
supporters are on their knees on our behalf. Thank 
you so much, Darlings!

Some people do not want daily emails whilst we are 
away and so receive an email before we go and when 
we get back. We know many are praying because of 
the encouraging emails we receive in return. The 
Holy Spirit obviously prompts them to pray as 
appropriate and blessings galore to them. Facebook 
is an irregular prompt to prayer but nonetheless I 
know people pray when they see our posts. 

We are so grateful to supporters who have set up 
Regional Prayer Groups with varying numbers in 
attendance and at different regular intervals – from 
once every few months to once every two weeks. 
This is such an encouragement and I know that 
my life was saved as one prayer group asked about 
prayer from the office. Natalie asked them to pray 
for safety on my journeys to and from a speaking 
engagement on the Isle of Wight after arriving from 
Istanbul that afternoon. I was exhausted and on my 
way home it was certainly the angels who protected 
me from a serious car accident on the M3. God 
answers prayer!

Over the years we have had some extraordinarily 
anointed Prayer Days in the north and south of 
England and this is a great time of fellowship and 
growth for the ministry. We always try to listen to 
the Holy Spirit and we normally ask those attending 
to listen to the Lord and write down what they 
believe the Lord is speaking to us. This has been a 
source of direction for our ministry in the past and 
will be in the future. We are always so encouraged 
when our prayer supporters join us for corporate 
prayer. Please come to the next one in Camberley 
on Saturday, 21 May 2016. It is a dynamic and 
fruitful source for multiplication into the Kingdom 
of God. 

We train volunteers for mission through Mission 
Training Days and Prayer Ministry Training, and 
Brenda, who heads this up, ensures that prayer is at 
the heart of all we do as we prepare our teams. This 
is where the rubber hits the road on mission and 

prayers for healing and deliverance change lives! 
Finally, I know that we are prayed for by those to 
whom we have ministered over the years – those in 
Sierra Leone, Uganda, South Sudan, Kenya, Rwanda, 
Burundi, and DRC on the African continent; and 
in Brunei, Malaysia, China, West Bank, Armenia 
and Pakistan in the Middle and Far East. Their 
prayers are among those that we covet. What a joy 
that we can be part of winning souls, binding up 
the broken-hearted, setting the captives free and 
releasing prisoners from the darkness wherever 
we are on the earth, however rich or poor we are. 
Jesus is King and he is the one in whose name we 
minister, and it is God’s design that we talk to him 
and he listens and transforms lives! How can we not 
pray? 

If you are interested in praying for us more regularly, 
please contact the office. Let me finish with a prayer 
for you from Colossians 1:9-14 ESV Bible: 

For all Flame prayer supporters –

“And so, from the day we heard, we have 
not ceased to pray for you, asking that 
you may be filled with the knowledge 
of his will in all spiritual wisdom and 
understanding, so as to walk in a manner 
worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to 
him, bearing fruit in every good work 
and increasing in the knowledge of God. 
May you be strengthened with all power, 
according to his glorious might, for all 
endurance and patience with joy, giving 
thanks to the Father, who has qualified 
you to share in the inheritance of the 
saints in light. He has delivered us from 
the domain of darkness and transferred 
us to the kingdom of his beloved Son, in 
whom we have redemption, the forgiveness 
of sins.” 

In Jesus’ name, Amen.
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Flame International
Development

In the last edition we reported that we were launching a new initiative to 
provide practical development resources for projects identified by the trustees in 
the course of our established ministry. Here’s an update...

including solar power, electrical outlets and cable, 
computers and electrical sewing machines.

VOAC will provide the funding and oversight for 
the aspects of the project that have a direct impact 
on the orphans and rape-conceived children. We 
will seek funding for the areas that will improve the 
life opportunities of the victims of rape.

Please pray for us as we seek funding partners, and 
for the creation of governance models and bank 
accounts, to support this very important work.

Flame International Development

UPDATE

orking in partnership with Voice of the 
African Child (VOAC) we have identified 

some specific development needs in two areas 
affected by rape in the eastern region of Democratic 
Republic of Congo.

Flame’s Chair of Trustees, Mark Leakey and 
VOAC’s Director, Emily Mapfuwa travelled to the 
area recently to assess the needs and to develop 
approved budgets with the programme directors 
on the ground. We are now going out to trusts and 
individuals to find funding partners.

The key areas of development across the two sites 
include the provision of a tailoring school, complete 
with staff and equipment; livestock and agriculture 
programmes with a vet, agronomist, land and seed 
crops; children’s school, adult literacy, nutrition, 
staff, security and resources; IT infrastructure 

 W
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Flame International was founded 
by retiring officers from the British 
Army and is committed to its 
ministry to the armed forces.

When travelling to post-conflict zones with a 
Flame team you might think that you’ll spend 
all the time ministering to those traumatised 
by the fighting - those who have lost family 
members, been wounded or those who are 
affected by the poverty that war brings. And 
you’d be right. What you might not expect is to 
find yourself in a military barracks praying for 
lines and lines of armed soldiers.

Ministering to the soldiers, who are often 
overlooked in mission, has always been a 
significant part of Flame International’s calling. 
And, often led by high-ranking retired army 
officers, the teams are granted rare access 
to these traumatised people. The physical 
conditions of barracks life are very hard and 
the fighting is brutal. The teams pray regularly 
for stomach pains, headaches, back problems 
and stress.

Although most opportunities for this ministry 
are in South Sudan where mission trips always 
seek to include the military, this shot was taken 
in the Democratic Republic of Congo when 
the team were invited to an army chaplains’ 
conference to deliver teaching, drama and 
prayer ministry. BI

PHOTO
FEATURE
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29 Nov: For those attending the Supporters’ Weekend; 
that they will be inspired by God to bear good and 
abundant fruit for Flame as they leave High Leigh. Pray 
for safe travel. Jan and Val attend a leaders’ conference 
2 & 3 Dec. Pray there will be time for praying together 
for Flame, as well as networking with other leaders.

06 Dec: For the staff meeting and Christmas party on 
Tuesday. For good discussions and decisions, and the 
blessings of encouragement through fellowship. 

13 Dec: Pray for peace in South Sudan. For Bishop 
Samuel as he leads the Sudan peace and reconciliation 
team. For our Chinese mission partners as they extend 
God’s love into South Sudan. Val speaks at AGLOW on 
Monday – pray for uplifting conversations.

20 Dec: Give thanks for our staff, trustees, volunteers 
and intercessors. We are grateful to each one. This is 
the only month this year without a mission. Pray for 

08 Nov: For the team in Uvira, DRC, as they teach 
in churches today. A two-day women’s conference 
starts on Monday, then Wednesday and Thursday the 
team will visit the army, police and prison. Pray for an 
anointing on the teaching, for salvation and for safe 
travel on Friday and Saturday as they return home. Jan 
is attending a course at Ellel Scotland this week, pray 
for rest and stimulation through God’s Word.

15 Nov: For restoration as the Uvira team arrive back 
in the UK. Val is speaking at the Rugely Synod on 
Thursday – give thanks for these opportunities to share 
the work of Flame. 

22 Nov: For Natalie and Simon as final preparations 
are put in place for our Supporters’ Weekend at High 
Leigh. Pray for the glory of God to dwell amongst us 
as we worship, listen to God’s word, pray, and enjoy 
fellowship.
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24 Jan: Continue to pray for the team in Boga, DRC 
as they minister to the raped and vulnerable women for 
two days, and visit the prison, army, police, hospitals 
and schools until 29th, then return home.

31 Jan: For Val and Jan as they meet in Entebbe and 
fly with MAF to South Sudan to meet with our Chinese 
partners. Pray this will be a time of encouragement 
and prayer, as well as sharing future plans. Pray for the 
team going to Torit, South Sudan as they depart the 
UK on Friday and we all meet in Entebbe on Saturday 
6 February.

07 Feb: For Jan and the team as they prepare for 
Torit and travel on Monday. Pray for safety on the 
roads to Nimule, and for the pastors conference and 
workshop. Pray for good communication and for good 
connections with other NGOs who we may partner 
with.

14 Feb: For the team in Nimule, as they travel to Torit. 
For good relationship with Bishop Bernard and his 
team. Pray the teaching and ministry will change lives 
and bring healing to the land that has seen slavery and 
bloodshed up the Nile.

21 Feb: For Jan and the Torit team as they return 
home. Give thanks for our partners, particularly 
for MAF Uganda, DRC and Sudan. Pray for more 
partnering for provision of humanitarian assistance.

28 Feb: For Gareth and Tish as they fundraise 
for missions, Wendy as she sets up the mission 
admin, Brenda and the healing and training days, 
and recruiting for mission. Pray for the increase; 
particularly for our partnering with more churches.

06 Mar: For our friends in Pakistan and follow up 
from the mission that took place in October last 
year.  Pray for our on-going partnership with Release 
International and that God will show us the way ahead 
for ministry in this land. 

a time of restoration and re-energising as we all enjoy 
time with family and friends. 

27 Dec: Commit all the troubled lands where Flame 
serves into God’s hands as we look forward to new 
beginnings.

03 Jan: Pray for wisdom for the trustees as we start 
another year and a busy schedule of missions; that in 
the busy-ness we will not lose our focus on Jesus. Pray 
for good health and God’s protection for all who are 
working with Flame, and their families.

10 Jan: For Val and the team going to Boga, DRC 
on Friday, for unity in the UK and Congolese team 
members, and for grace and love in abundance. 

17 Jan: The pastors conference and workshop in 
Boga, DRC, starts on Monday. Pray for the power of 
the Holy Spirit to bring healing into deep wounds, for 
masks to be removed, and for lives to be changed.
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ARMENIA
Flame Trustee Jeremy Clare follows up on Jonathan Liggins’ article A Breath of Fresh Air 
published in our July edition. Jeremy first visited Armenia and Nagourno Karabakh in 
1998 and completed his most recent visit in September 2015, travelling with Jan Ransom.
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ARMENIA
AN OPENING DOOR 
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n 2010 God gave Flame International a clear 
vision for five years’ work in Armenia, leading 

up to this 100th anniversary year of the horrific 
genocide which took place during the First World 
War, starting in April 1915. Our annual visits over 
five years have covered reconnaissance, a week of 
intercessory prayer in 2011, a teaching week for 
some church leaders who were keen to experience 
Flame’s ministry and then four ministry trips, 
including two this year. The majority of these visits 
have been to Pentecostal and Evangelical churches 
both in Yerevan, the capital, and in half a dozen 
other towns where we have been invited to minister.

The joy of all these visits has indeed been to watch 
God providing many deep ‘breaths of fresh air’ and 
now we believe there is an opening door too (see 
July edition). Much progress has been made and in 
some places there has been real breakthrough as 
leaders and church members have embraced God’s 
word on forgiveness, in unity and obedience. We 
have seen much spiritual warfare and amazing 
healings of many different types.  Some churches 
have taken a lead on seeking healing, forgiveness 
and reconciliation with neighbours Turkey and 
Azerbaijan. This year these initiatives have included 
a large group of Turkish Christian leaders visiting 
churches where we have worked, something 
unthinkable only a few years ago. Most Armenians 
have never even met a Turkish person.

Two new opportunities arrived in September. For 
the first time we had a specific invitation to speak 
with the Armenian Apostolic Church and we were 
also invited to visit Nagourno Karabakh. Karabakh 
is the Armenian enclave within Azerbaijan which 
remains a disputed territory, with armed conflict 
continuing on a small scale along its borders. We 
have maintained good relations with the Apostolic 
Church through the years but been kept at a 
courteous and respectful arm’s length - in Armenia, 
this national church tends to regard all other 
denominations as somewhat secondary and many 
Pentecostal churches in particular as sects. 

As we felt God’s leading into this significant 
anniversary year of 2015, we knew he was going 

to move powerfully according to the vision he had 
given us - we can now testify that he has indeed 
done that. Not only has Flame been able to minister 
to three new churches in Gyumri (Armenia’s second 
city), Norovan and Kosh, but we have also received 
a number of invitations from the Apostolic Church. 
These new invitations need some fuller explanation.

When I first visited in 1998, I was on mission as a 
representative of Military Ministries International 
(MMI) and was accompanying a party led by 
Baroness Caroline Cox. Lady Cox is somewhat 
of a heroine in Armenia because of her personal 
love of the country and her staunch and long-
standing political support for Nagourno Karabakh’s 
autonomy. She introduced me to key figures in 
Karabakh’s defence forces and also to the Bishop 
of that region. I was able to explain to that Bishop 
that I sought to make contact with those who were 
developing any sort of Christian ministry to the 
armed forces in Armenia, and he put me in touch 
with the young abbot of an old monastery near 
Yerevan. Unbeknown to me (but not to God!) this 
man had just been asked to work as a spiritual 
adviser to the Ministry of Defence.

Now it is time for long story short...  that young 
abbot is now a Bishop himself and leads nearly 
fifty chaplain priests in ministering to the largely 
conscript Armenian armed forces. Mainly through 
this long-standing personal relationship, nurtured 
through God’s grace for seventeen years, Jan and I 
were invited to speak in September to thirty of those 
chaplains, first at Holy Etchmiadzin (Armenia’s 

“Vatican”) and the next day at the MoD itself. We 
were warmly received as we shared our overall 
vision and some of our teachings too. There was 
much curiosity and the priests asked some varied 
and interesting questions, some of which were both 
difficult and somewhat political! 

The details of the meetings are another story but a 
picture of the group at the MoD is included. God 
has given us this breakthrough and we are likely to 
be invited back again. In addition, we spent four 
days in Karabakh where there is need for extensive 
healing of the people and the land. This small 

 I
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country has borne the brunt of more recent hostility 
and conflict with Azerbaijan. Jan and I met most of 
the church leaders of different denominations and 
it was very significant that the Apostolic Church 
showed the most interest in having us return there 
to minister. One priest in Shushi, the ancient 
capital of the region, said specifically, “We very 
much need what you have”, and similar sentiments 
were expressed elsewhere. What an amazing 
breakthrough - God is great!

Our very last meeting in Stepanakert, the modern 
capital, was with that very same senior churchman 
whom I first met in 1998; he is now Archbishop 
Parkev Martirosyan, the Archbishop of the whole 
of this little republic and a senior figure in the 
Armenian Apostolic Church. He is highly respected 
by one and all as the country’s spiritual leader. He 
well remembered our initial conversations from 
years ago, he listened to a briefing on Flame’s 
work from Jan and he prayed for our blessing and 
protection before we set off back to Yerevan. He 
also assured us of a welcome back wherever we 

were invited by his priests; he appreciated our 
long-standing policy of always working under the 
authority of an established local church leader.
And so we rejoice and thank all readers for 
their faithful prayers… God has blessed this 
commemorative year and indeed the years leading 
up to it. We now await his guidance and leading 
for future ministry. We are convinced strategically 
that we should aim to work some more with the 
national Apostolic Church, which has such strong 
influence both in Armenia and in the diaspora. We 
will continue to minister only with churches who 
invite us.

Flame has now had the unique and privileged 
experience of working with a mixture of pentecostal, 
evangelical and apostolic leaders in different parts 
of this beautiful and special country. We strongly 
believe that God has particular plans for this 
nation, surrounded largely by Muslim nations and 
occupying a key position on the old Silk Routes. 

Armenia is truly at a crossroads.
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It’s not often that our prayer 
ministry time has members of 
the team getting ready to call the 
emergency services. But on one 
night in Armenia, the response 
from one delegate to the call to 
forgive gave way to such a dramatic 

‘vomiting’ of grief that it had 
one of our team ready to call an 
ambulance.

The result however was the greatest 
transformation of an individual 
that we’ve ever seen.

THE STORY OF NARZIC:
THE RADICAL 
TRANSFORMATION OF A 
BROKEN-HEARTED SOUL
IN ARMENIA 

e were ministering in a church in Hrazdan, 
Armenia. Each evening, among the 

conference delegates, there sat a lady dressed 
entirely in black and with her head covered with a 
black headscarf. I asked the interpreter if she was 
from an Islamic background or even a nun. I was 
told that she was a Christian but had a tragic story. I 
decided to hear the story for myself and so I made 
a beeline for her during ministry after the teaching. 
Narzic told me about her husband who had died 
10 years earlier. Then three years later her daughter 
died and after another three years her sister also 
died, and she was in mourning. In fact, she had 
decided to dedicate the rest of her life to mourning 
and grieving, believing that she was honouring their 
memory. For ten years she had been frozen, and not 
just her – her children were not allowed to watch 
comedy programmes on television or to laugh in her 
presence; they were completely controlled by their 
mother’s grief and walked on eggshells when they 
were with her. She felt nothing, just pain, grief and 
darkness. She just existed, dressed in black, every 
day. I was heart-broken for this heart-broken soul.
I asked her to forgive herself and her relatives and 
she did and she also realised that she was locked in 

 W
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grief and she repented of not allowing the Lord to 
bring his healing! Then the miracle of healing took 
place. She started convulsing and just vomited up 
the grief, pain, mourning, darkness and death! I 
did very little except ask Jesus to come and bring 
healing and pray over her as she did business with 
the Lord. Rarely have we seen someone dealing 
with pain from so deep a place as on that evening. 
It was very dramatic and after about an hour her 
countenance had completely changed. I had helped 
her to remove her headscarf and we all knew 
Jesus had been at work. As she left that evening 
she put her scarf back on and went home. I was 
disappointed about the scarf but as she had been 
wearing it for ten years I understood it had become 
part of her identity.

The next evening she was the first to arrive at the 
conference and I did a double take because she 
wasn’t wearing the headscarf! She told me that 
when she went home she had missed me, which was 
extraordinary because it meant that her emotions 
had started to return, and her frozen inner being 
was being healed. She smiled broadly as we gave her 
a green scarf to wear as we left. Her children also 

told us that they were now allowed to pray together 
– their lives were also being changed. I then saw her 
a year later and she was completely transformed. 
She told us that she took three months to get out of 
her black clothes and her life was now so different, 
indeed she was wearing a colourful outfit. And 
now, two years later, she no longer visits the graves, 
which she had done weekly when we first met her. 
This is a story of a lady radically changed by Jesus 
as she heard the Lord’s teaching and made Godly 
choices for herself.

It is the greatest transformation I have ever seen of 
an individual.

Thank you to all those who have given financially 
to our work in Armenia, we couldn’t continue to 
help other individuals like Narzic in Armenia and 
beyond without you. BI

Before: Narzic and Jan in 2013, following ministry After: Narzic in 2015

2015 Christmas Appeal
Please see the enclosed letter or visit our website 
for details on how your Christmas gift could 
change the lives of people like Narzic in Armenia.
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Our summer events teams continue 
to impress as we take our message 
out to the great British public!

We wanted to take this opportunity to thank all 
those who served on our summer events teams 
this year. You all worked so hard at New Wine, 
Momentum and on the Brother Yun Tour, and 
we couldn’t have done it without you. A special 
mention goes to the teams that served on our 
first ever cafe venue at New Wine. The step up 
from a 12m2 stand to a 90m2 venue was a huge 
one for us and you blew us all away. In fact your 
dedication and commitment to serving with a 
smile has made a significant impact, leading to 
some new and exciting opportunities, which 
we hope to share more about soon. All we’ll say 
for now is bigger and better next year! Are you 
up for it?

We also wanted to extend a warm welcome to 
the many hundreds of you that have engaged 
with us for the first time this summer. We 
hope that you are inspired by what you 
see God doing among those suffering the 
effects of conflict, and that you find the right 
opportunities to get involved. BI

SUMMER
EVENTS
2015
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BI
JONATHAN LIGGINS

FOREWORD BY BROTHER YUN
(the heavenly man)

the beginnings of FLame international’S
ministry IN POST-CONFLICT ZONES

 LIGHTING FIRES
 IN THE DARK

Since 2003 Flame International, a UK-based charity that 
sends teams of trained volunteers into post-con� ict zones, 
has been lighting � res in the dark.

From rebel hit areas and post-genocide states in Africa, to 
the persecuted church in the Far East and now travelling 
the ancient Silk Routes, the Flame teams go where the 
Lord sends them, to ignite the � re of God in the hearts of 
communities worn down by heavy burdens of fear, abuse 
and pain.

Landing in a light aircraft on a dirt airstrip in one rural, border 
town in South Sudan, the diocesan Bishop welcomed the team 
and encouraged them to take heart. “Do not worry,” he said. 
“There have been no rebel raids here for 30 days!”

This is the story of how it all began, and how it has grown to 
run nationwide programmes; training leaders, ministering 
to the traumatised, and seeing God at work to heal those 
with deep physical, emotional and spiritual wounds, all in 
the most extraordinary places.

www.flameinternational.org

“Flame International are one of the most 
extraordinary kingdom ministries I know. 
They fearlessly carry the torch of Christ’s love 
and power into some of the world’s darkest 
places bringing transformation, healing and 
deliverance.”  —Rev. Simon Ponsonby

LIGHTING FIRES IN THE DARK
JONATHAN LIGGINS

SPECIALOFFERFOR BURNING
ISSUES READERS£5ORDER YOUR COPY

TODAY USING THEREPLY SLIP

RRP £7.99                       (+ p&p £1.50)

There are a few spaces 
left for our Supporters’ 
Weekend

Jonathan Liggins’ book charting 
the first 10 years of ministry at 
Flame International was well 
received during our summer 
events and is selling well.

Please contact the office or use the 
reply slip to order your copies.

Congratulations to our Young 
Adults’ Programme leader, Charl 
who got married to Christie in 
September. We wish her and her 
husband the Lord’s blessing on 
their future life together.

Now Charl, it’s time to get back 
to work!

Congratulations! A Perfect Christmas Gift

27-29 NOVEMBER 2015
Roll up, roll up! If you haven’t 
already booked, the time to do 
so is running out! Don’t miss 
out on this rare opportunity to 
hear Bishop Samuel Peni, Head 
of Peace and Reconciliation in 
the ECS speak on the situation 
in South Sudan. And if that’s not 
enough, Rev Simon Ponsonby, of 
St Aldates Church, Oxford, is our 
guest speaker for the weekend. 

We will also be running seminars 
on:
Young Adults Programme (YAP); 
Pakistan; South Sudan; DRC; 
Armenia; Area Representatives 
and Photojournalism.

Venue: High Leigh in Hoddesdon, 
Hertfordshire EN11 8SG (15 
mins from M25, 30 mins by train 
from London).

WEEKEND TICKETS
Single Standard Room £145 pp – 
SOLD OUT

Single/Double En-suite Room 
£172 pp – AVAILABLE

DAY TICKETS AVAILABLE
Inc. lunch, dinner, tea & coffee 
£40 pp
Inc. lunch, tea & coffee £33 pp

If you would like to come along 
please contact Natalie at the 
Flame office by 10th November 
on 01252 336509 or email her at:
admin@flameinternational.org

If you’d like to join one of our 
summer events teams for 2016 
then please get in touch. We’re 
particularly interested in finding 
whole teams of 8 - 12 people, so 
if you have a group at church that 
run cafe, or would like to learn 
how to, then please call the office 
so that we can get the ball rolling!

Summer 2016
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02
APR

Mission: Butembo, DRC
Please contact the office if you would like
to join the mission team, receive prayer 
updates or to donate towards this mission.BI

16
JAN

Mission: Boga, DRC
Please contact the office if you would like
to join the mission team, receive prayer 
updates or to donate towards this mission.

Training Day: Camberley
St. Paul’s Church, Crawley Ridge, 
Camberley, Surrey GU15 2AD
9.30am - 4.00pm   Please bring lunch.

23
JAN

Mission: Uvira, DRC
Please contact the office if you would like
to receive prayer updates or to donate 
towards this mission.

31
OCT

Healing Day: Fleet
Church on the Heath, The Key, Fleet
Hampshire GU51 1HA
9.30am - 4.00pm   Please bring lunch.

06
FEB

21
MAY

Please Note: Dates are subject to change so if you’d 
like to attend a prayer, healing or training day please 
email the office at admin@flameinternational.org to 
book your place and get the latest information.

05
FEB

Mission: Torit, South Sudan
Please contact the office if you would like
to join the mission team, receive prayer 
updates or to donate towards this mission.

27
NOV

SUPPORTERS’ WEEKEND
High Leigh, Hoddesdon, Herts EN11 8SG
Please see notes on page 22

07
NOV

Healing Day: Fleet
Postponed to 6th Feb 2016 - see below



ROYAL BATH & WEST SHOWGROUND, 
SHEPTON MALLET, SOMERSET

INTRODUCING FULL MORNING SESSIONS FOR GEMS AND PEBBLES
In 2016, we will for the first time be running Gems and Pebbles sessions for the 
whole morning! Parents of children in this age group will now be free to enjoy the 

morning celebrations and seminars while the little ones enjoy their groups!

WEEK  2
Sunday 31 July – Saturday 6 August 2016

WEEK  1
Saturday 23 – Friday 29 July 2016

CONFIRMED SPEAKERS & WORSHIP LEADERS

JORDAN SENG DANIELLE STRICKLAND TIM HUGHES

AND MORE TO BE ANNOUNCED!

BIBLE TEACHING WEEK 1 BIBLE TEACHING WEEK 2 WEEK 2

BOOK BEFORE

30 NOVEMBER 2015

FOR BEST RATES!

See website for further details including prices, children’s groups, teams information and more.


