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Regular readers will know that this year we’re focusing on 
the role of prayer within the work of Flame International. In 
our last edition we looked at prayer as a front-line ministry, 
this time we’re looking at our world-wide intercessors and 

how their prophetic voices, often spoken right into the 
midst of a team on mission, impact the work. We’re also 

thrilled to have renowned expert Brian Mills write a guest 
article for us that will help deepen our understanding of 

both intercession and intercessors.

This month’s field report comes from the beautiful 
mountains of Armenia where a team ministered to old hurts 

from a painful history for that country.

EVEN THOUGH YOU DO NOT SEE 
DRY LAND TO WALK ACROSS YET, 

YOU WILL...YOU WILL!

It’s also encouraging to get the perspective of a new 
Christian who joined the Flame Summer Events Team at 

Big Church Day Out. Her excitement is evident as she tells 
us about seeing Flame, and the Church, with fresh eyes.

I hope you enjoy all the articles from our range of 
contributors in this edition and we look forward to seeing 

many of you in person at New Wine, where we’ll be running 
our fabulous café in the Hungry venue!

Gareth Barton
BI Editor
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In March 2017 a Flame team 
of seven believers visited 
Armenia and Artsakh
Artsakh, also known as Nagorno-Karabakh, 
is a disputed territory and although 
internationally recognized as part of 
Azerbaijan, is mostly governed by the 
Armenian ethnic majority.

Whilst in Artsakh we partnered with 
missionaries Paul and Lena, with whom we 
had initially planned to hold a seminar with 
a branch of the Armenian Apostolic Church. 
However, Paul had warned us in advance 
that we were unlikely to have permission 
from the Government for the seminar to go 
ahead, even though we had the blessing and 
full support of the Archbishop. It transpired 
that there was one man who was intent 
on stopping this ministry opportunity. 
Nevertheless we drove for nine hours 
through a snow storm on icy, unpleasant 
roads from Armenia to Artsakh; we arrived 
on the Thursday evening before the Sunday 
when the seminar was planned. We were full 
of faith that God was bigger than this man!

On arrival in Artsakh we contacted our 
Mission Prayer Team, which comprises 
a hundred plus people from around the 

world, to join with us in prayer for the time 
ahead. What then followed was a powerful 
few days of intercession as we received 
prophetic words from within our team which 
were then followed by remarkable repetitive 
confirmations from our Mission Prayer 
Team. 

During a time of mission team worship and 
praise someone shared Psalm 24. They 
brought the word to us that the ancient 
doors were being opened and, that very 
evening, we received the following word 
via email from one of our intercessors: ‘Lift 
up your heads, you gates, be lifted up, you 
ancient doors, that the King of glory may 
come in.’ Psalm 24:7.

The word and the confirmation that 
had quickly followed was such an 
encouragement to us and I knew as I went 
to sleep the Lord was speaking, and he was 
asking us to trust him.  

Another lady emailed a word from Exodus 14. 
She sensed that the ‘Red Sea’ was going to 
part for this ministry. That night we actually 
saw a child’s model of the sea being parted 
by Moses! This was so significant for us, 
and again a huge encouragement that the 
Lord was speaking, confirming his words 
and wanting us to continue in prayer.

On the Friday we expected breakthrough 
but it was not forthcoming; whatever Paul 
tried was stopped by the difficult man, who 
we prayed for extensively and blessed and 
blessed and blessed!  One of our prayer 
warriors then emailed us this verse: ‘Then 
the Lord said to Moses, “Why are you crying 
out to me? Tell the Israelites to move on. 
Raise your staff and stretch out your hand 
over the sea to divide the water so that the 
Israelites can go through the sea on dry 
ground.”’ Exodus 14: 15-16.

God was commanding Moses to rise up in 
authority and to trust God on a new level. 
He was saying to Moses in essence: “Don’t 

just ask me to help you Moses...act in your 
faith in my deliverance - move and as you 
all move I will part the sea. Command it in 
my name and it will happen!” This lady went 
on to add that as God hardened Pharoah’s 
heart against the Israelites to gain glory of 
himself, God was hardening the hearts of 
the Artsakh authorities against our ministry, 
only to gain greater glory through the 
breakthrough we were going to see happen. 
She wrote ‘God WILL do it, but it is involving 
you stepping out in faith and acting on his 

word emphasised the cross was the key to 
this ministry to part this ‘Red Sea’.

There was still no breakthrough by Saturday 
morning and this was a very challenging 
time for us and for me as a leader. We still 
had no certainty that our time in Artsakh 
would be fruitful other than our prayers and 
blessing on the region. Yet, we continued to 
believe and to cry out to the Lord in prayer—
asking that he would move—and we were 
still expectant that the seminar planned for 
Sunday afternoon would take place. 

through remarkable repetition, the Lord 
spoke to us and demonstrated that he had 
his hand upon this ministry. We were in the 
mountains, the high places, and we blew the 
shofar prophetically in victory! 

As we returned down the mountain we had a 
call from the Archbishop who wanted to see 
us. The outcome of our meeting with him 
was that the seminar would be impossible, 
but we received permission from him to 
meet with priests and deacons within the 
Apostolic Church on the Monday afternoon.

We were absolutely blown away by this turn 
of events. We then could see clearly that 
our difficult man had been used by God to 
obstruct our seminar in order to give us the 
greater and more strategically significant 
opportunity to minister to, and form a 
relationship with, the state church of Artsakh. 
Wow – as always the Lord knows! If we had 
been granted authority to hold the seminar 
we would not have even considered this 
idea. What a privilege it was for us that we 
had been stretched and challenged and had 
learned to trust God at a greater level to see 
his plans come into fruition. 

Our meeting with the 11 priests and deacons, 
and two sons of priests, lasted for over two 
hours. We listened to their stories of faith 
and we presented some of our teaching. It 
was a time of rich blessing. We believe that it 
was unprecedented for a Protestant ministry 
to reach these priests from the nation 
which has been Christian since 301 AD. The 
ancient doors had been opened. The Lord 
tested our faith. He supernaturally showed 
us his will when we were powerless and 
thrown onto our faces to seek him. Through 
prayer from so many people this small battle 
was won in an unexpected way.

We are so thankful to our Mission Prayer 
Team who gave us vital support and 
encouragement during this time. We 
received so many prophetic words during 
this four day period of ‘waiting’ and, 

although not all are mentioned here, each 
one was weighed, tested and measured, and 
was critical for breakthrough. So thank you.

Before I close I have just one last thing to 
add to our story.

A year previously we had been given 
a prophetic word that we should give, 
quite literally, a key to God’s appointed 
‘gatekeepers’ in each nation where we 
ministered. After our meeting with the 
Archbishop where we negotiated to meet 
with the priests and deacons, I gave him 
the key with a pomegranate key-ring. The 
pomegranate is the national fruit of Armenia 
and as he accepted it he was clearly 
touched by the Holy Spirit. On our last day 
as the team visited him it was great to see 
that this key was in the centre of his desk. 
Please do continue to pray for the nations’ 
gatekeepers such as this Archbishop.

Intercession changes lives and potentially 
nations. Please do let us know if you would 
like to join one of our prayer teams and 
support us in prayer and prophecy and we’ll 
send you all the details you’ll need.

Come and join us!

PARTING
THE

WAVES
JAN RANSOM

That morning one of our team brought the 
verse to us: ‘The first living creature was a 
lion, the second was like an ox, the third had 
a face like a man, and the fourth was like a 
flying eagle...’ Revelation 4:7. We then went 
to visit the mountaintop town of Shushi, 
where significantly the people of Artsakh 
had won a major victory over the Azeris in 
a ‘David and Goliath’ battle in 1994. We also 
visited the local Apostolic Church and there 
we saw four stained glass windows with a 
lion, an ox, a man, and an eagle portraying 
the same verse in Revelation 4. Again, 

command to go and minister, even though 
the door has not been fully opened - even 
though you do not see dry land to walk 
across...YET! You will...you will!”

Then we received yet another word from 
one of our prayer warriors that confirmed 
this again and that gave us even greater 
encouragement. The word was this: “Hold 
up the staff and the waters will part!” As a 
team we were unified in faith and our belief 
that God would move for us and I held up a 
cross to represent the staff because another 
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WATCHMEN
ON THE WALLS

BRIAN MILLS LEADS US TO A DEEPER 
UNDERSTANDING OF INTERCESSION 
AND THE ROLE OF INTERCESSORS WHO, 
AS WATCHMEN ON THE WALLS, STAND 
GUARD OVER OUR CITIES, OUR STREETS 
AND OUR TRIBES.

INTERCESSION, WHAT IS IT?
Some years ago, a colleague of mine was signed 
off sick. He had had something of a breakdown. 
My wife and I prayed fairly regularly for him, his 
wife and his family. Some months later we realised 
that little had changed, and prayer wasn’t being 
answered. So we shared with our prayer group 
and asked them to pray for him – although none 
of them knew him. However as they prayed—for 
an hour or more—it was as if they knew all about 
his circumstances, background and situation. God 
was undoubtedly giving them insight as to what to 
pray. Two days later we heard that he had “turned 
a corner” and was on the road to recovery. Two 
weeks later he returned to work. Our friends in 
that prayer group had been truly interceding for 
him.

That was the beginning of my journey into an 
understanding and experience of intercession – a 
journey that has continued and developed into 
prayer for nations, identificational repentance and 
what is termed strategic prayer. It’s what occurs 
when God is involved with us in our praying, 
giving us insight and understanding that is beyond 
our previous knowledge, and adding a big dose 
of believing faith! And sometimes it also includes 
God giving us his compassion, anguish, deep 
burden and tears.  

When Jesus prayed, he prayed with loud cries and 
tears (Hebrews 5.7). In the Garden of Gethsemane, 

‘being in anguish he prayed more earnestly, and his 

sweat was like drops of blood falling to the ground’ 
(Luke 22.44). The circumstances for him were 
exceptional and unprecedented. But for many of us, 
his followers, God is also able to take us into the 
depths of his anguish over the plight of man and of 
nations. At such times, the Holy Spirit is praying 
through us, ‘with groans too deep for words’ 
(Romans 8.26). As he does so, he is interceding.

INTERCESSION REDEFINED
Wherever in Scripture the word intercede or 
intercessor is found, the original Hebrew (in the 
Old Testament) and Greek (in the New Testament) 
is always different from the words used for 
prayer. In Hebrew the word is paga and in Greek 
entugchano – meaning to entreat or to plea. 
Sometimes it is accompanied by the preposition 
huper meaning on behalf of someone. But the 
distinct difference from prayer is that in every case 
in the Bible where the word intercession occurs it 
refers to prayer that has a divine component! God 
is involved—always—in true intercession.

So, Isaiah refers prophetically to intercession 
(paga) made by the suffering Saviour for 
transgressors in chapter 53.12. In Jeremiah 7.16 
and 27.18, the prophet uses paga – translated as 
plead. God is present in the praying. So in Romans 
8.26 and 34, the word entugchano is used to define 
the praying produced by the Holy Spirit and Jesus. 
In Hebrews 7.25 also, Jesus’ present-day ministry is 
one of intercession.   
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where innocent blood has been needlessly shed, 
where trauma, division and criminality have been 
a repetitive feature of life, and where land remains 
unhealed – all of which require intercession by 
those who are led by the Spirit. Fortunately God 
has an army of intercessors, and those associated 
with Flame International are part of that army!

When we intercede, it’s a bit like being a lawyer 
in a court of law who represents the plaintiff 
before judge and jury. His or her task is to find 
out as much as possible about the alleged crime, 
the prevailing circumstances, the character and 
conduct of the plaintiff and his history and family, 
so that the case can be properly presented. For a 
while it is a full-time occupation.   

However, when we do that we don’t have to 
persuade God to our point of view. He is the judge 
of the whole earth and he knows what is right in 
every circumstance – but he waits for us to ‘stand 
in the gap’ on behalf of assigned situations and 
people and present their case. And he actually 
wants to be involved with us in giving us insight 
and understanding, words of knowledge, spiritual 
wisdom, specific acts – sometimes prophetic acts, 
that will significantly shift the spiritual powers that 
have built a stronghold of influence and control.    

The Old Testament speaks of watchmen on the 
walls – a protective wall defined every city. It was 
a place of safety for those who lived there. But 
on each city wall there were watchtowers where 
watchmen were on duty 24 hours a day, and 

there were also watchmen who walked the streets 
or who stood on the tops of hills. I went to the 
Golan Heights on the Israeli/Syrian border to pray 
last November. There the United Nations Peace-
Keeping force were on duty 24/7, keeping watch on 
that sensitive area. 

What a picture of the role of intercessors today! 
God calls some people to stand guard for their city, 
street or tribe – watching for signs of danger and 
attack. So you can be a watchman or intercessor 
for your place of work, for the people you minister 
to in the community or for your nation or another 
nation.   

Many years ago, I met up with a Kenyan leader 
together with two Welsh intercessors. This Kenyan 
lady shared how her nation every year recalled 
publicly the legacy of the British involvement 
there, and each time it produced public anger and 
outrage. As we prayed about this I started to weep. 
Having learned that God speaks through tears of 
intercession, I knew I couldn’t let this go. So year-
by-year I brought Kenya before the Lord. I even 
passed through Nairobi airport several times and 
each time I asked God if this was the time for me 
to do something.   

When we intercede, therefore, we are joining in 
with the activity of heaven. Intercession is prayer 
that originates in heaven. The Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit are joined with us in our praying. Isn’t that 
awesome?   

God is more interested in getting his will done on 
earth than we are. All he requires is our availability, 
and our ability to hear his voice. Sometimes God’s 
timing is all-important. So he may cause us to 
stop what we are doing and pray NOW. Or he 
may awaken us in the middle of the night to pray, 
or be praying through us even as we sleep! God’s 
knowledge of what needs to be prayed about and 
when is unparalleled. And in the process God 
sometimes communicates with us through his 
feelings.

The earthly expression or components of 
intercession include travail, anguish, tears, deep 
sobs, groans and praying in tongues, coupled 
with an ability to enter into a prolonged period 
of prayer. Sometimes God gives us specific 
burdens for a nation or people group, or city or 
street, or missionary. That burden however is not 
burdensome! It’s something intercessors learn to 
carry, knowing that God can at any time alert them 
to be on duty.

Tears in intercession are a common experience. 
Jeremiah (sometimes referred to as the weeping 
prophet) knew this, as reflected in Lamentations 
2.11-19. The distress and mourning he feels over 
the plight of God’s people, leads him to lament.

The wound in the nation was ‘as deep as the sea’. 
He sees the plight of children and mothers and the 
devastation of the city. So he mourns and weeps 
and travails. It was time for ceaseless intercession. 
There were other causes for the condition the 
city was in – he brings them before God, as he 
pleads on behalf of his people. How many similar 
situations in the world today cry out for a similar 
response by God’s children?

INTERCESSION IN PRACTICE
For years I carried an understanding that there 
was a spirit of murder over our nation – something 
that has been confirmed by many prophetic voices 
since. However I couldn’t define what that meant 
for me, except that whenever the phrase happened 
to be used in conversation, I would dissolve into 
tears with deep sobs. In recent years, however, 
God has led me (and many others) to repent over 
the sins of our nation including the sins of greed 
and empire that provided an open door for the 
spirit of murder to be unleashed. The words, or 
should I say the woes, of Habakkuk 2 have been 
particularly significant and relevant in this process. 
There are many nations where we have sown 
unrighteousness into the fabric of society, and 
contributed to their present-day woes.

In our own history, over the centuries we have had 
our internal wars, sometimes even killing in the 
name of our Protestant or Catholic faith. There 
are many places where massacres have taken place, 

WATCHMEN ON THE WALL
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Then one day, shortly after arriving back from a 
ministry visit to Uganda, I received an email from 
a friend asking me to join a small team to go to 
Kenya to pray for an end to widespread violence 
in a civil war that was being waged between two 
political opponents. I knew instantly that this 
was the moment to go. When we arrived, we 
discovered that intercessors across the nation were 
having a week of prayer for the same reason. On 
our first day there at the Nairobi House of Prayer 
we joined with local intercessors. I repented of the 
sins of my nation, and we shared some teaching 
and prayed. Then, under the leading of the Holy 
Spirit we prophetically declared an end to hostility 
that day—our first in Kenya—and even said that 
by the end of the day news will be announced that 
this was so. And so it was. Kofi Annan claimed 
responsibility for brokering a peace deal – but 
we knew that God had done it! A couple of years 
later I led a prayer and reconciliation team to 
Kenya. This time the Lord opened the opportunity 
to repent to the nation on television—twice—
and to do so with our team several times on 
our knees before praying Kenyans, including 
at the Cathedral. When we have God’s timing, 
breakthroughs occur!

BURNING ISSUES
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BRIAN MILLS
Brian Mills is a British-based prayer and 
reconciliation leader, a member of the 
International Prayer Council and of the 
International Reconciliation Coalition.

He ministers in many nations annually, and 
leads Interprayer International Partnership 

- a fellowship of friends involved in all 
aspects of prayer. He is also the author of 
nine books.

For many years he has been part of the 
Community of Ashburnham Place, in 
Sussex.

He is married to Ruth, and has sons living 
in Zambia, Estonia & England.

WATCHMEN ON THE WALLS
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BUT I
TELL YOU,

LOVE YOUR 
ENEMIES & 
PRAY FOR 

THOSE WHO 
PERSECUTE

YOU
MATTHEW 5:44
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I can’t imagine for a moment what it must be like 
to lose a loved one so suddenly and so violently.  
Joanna’s husband was killed by a Taliban suicide 
bomber as he sprayed bullets around the street 
before detonating his bomb. The brave actions 
of a church volunteer, who grabbed the bomber 
and wrestled him away from the church entrance, 
saved many lives that Sunday morning but were 

PHOTO
FEATURE
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not enough to save Javed as he made his way 
back from an early shift at work. Life is now 
very tough for Joanna as she faces a future in 
which she has to raise their small child on her 
own. These are not easy pictures to take and I’m 
immensely grateful for the time I get to meet, talk 
with and pray with people like Joanna, and for 
the incredibly generous permission they give me 

to tell their stories back at home. The persecution 
of Christians is a reasonably new area into which 
Flame International have been ministering, and 
it is a harrowing one. Please pray for the teams as 
they travel into often very difficult situations to 
bring God’s love and healing for these precious 
brothers and sisters in Christ. Gareth Barton  
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ARMENIA MOUNTAINS

DENYER SALLY

40.8074° N   |   44.4970° E [LA] 40.8074 [LO] 44.4970

“Armenia, how intriguing! Where exactly is it?” Such 
was the response when I told friends where I was 
going and the purpose of Flame International’s 
mission there. So a bit of extra homework followed. 
Armenia is in the southern Caucasus, south of Georgia 
and north of Iran. Sadly, both its east and west 
neighbours are enemies because of the genocide 
meted out by the Turks in 1915, and conflict with 
Azerbaijan over Armenia’s occupation of Artsakh (or 
Nagorno-Karabakh, the Russian name) in the south 
east of the country. The Flame team would be going 
to Artsakh for the third week of the mission trip, 
having spent time in Yerevan the capital, and then 
six days based in a church centre in Vanadzor to the 
north. There were eight of us on the team led by Jan 
Ransom. 
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It’s clear that Flame only operate 
under the Lord’s leading and in 
the power of the Holy Spirit – 
under-girded with prayer from 
those supporting at home in the 
UK, intercessors across the world, 
and the team themselves. We 
met for devotions each morning 
and evening at which we received 
words, pictures and messages of 
encouragement from the prayer 
supporters, and the host pastors 
would also provide insights about 
their church. These times equipped 
us spiritually, which was essential 
as often the Lord’s directing of 
how to conduct the following day’s 
teaching would only be evident 
shortly beforehand – or indeed 
during the teaching sessions!

Flame’s first visit to Armenia was 
in 2009 but before this Jeremy 
Clare, who was on his 15th 
visit, had been instrumental in 
setting up a military chaplaincy 
in the Apostolic church. Jeremy 
has a great love and vision for 
the country and a key element 
of this trip was to build greater 
relationships with the Apostolic 
church (which has a very ancient 
foundation dating back to 301AD) 
to bring them the Flame teaching 
so that Armenia can move nearer 
to be able to forgive the Turks for 
the atrocities they committed for 
over 30 years. It became apparent 
during our time there that unity 
between the majority Apostolic 
church and the other churches is 

paramount before reconciliation 
with Turkey can take place. 

So meeting with nearly forty 
Apostolic priests and delivering the 
Flame teaching was first on the 
agenda. It was a huge privilege to 
have this opportunity endorsed by 
the Bishop to the forces himself. 
However, it was not without 
challenges and needed careful 
delivery, conveying topics that 
might be new to them such as 
ungodly linking, emotional healing 
and the need for forgiving those 
who perpetrated the hurts, without 
offending the long-held traditions 
of their faith and religious practice. 
There was some reticence on the 
first day but fortunately on the 
second day some of those who had 

40.8074° N   |   44.4970° E [LA] 40.8074 [LO] 44.4970

Photo: Ben Hudd
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been more interested in theological dialogue, or were 
plainly disinterested, absented themselves. One thing 
we quickly learned was to observe their custom of 
saying the Lord’s prayer together at the beginning and 
end of each day, which was powerful, and then inviting 
them to sing some praise which they did in musical
a capella style, and was very moving. The Holy Spirit’s 
presence was very evident and at the end of the 
time together we felt that important bonds had been 
forged, with two or three priests in particular showing 
great enthusiasm from what they had heard and 
eager for more. They all took copies of the teaching 
(in Armenian) so clearly something had taken root.

At the invitation of Pastor Hovic we travelled two 
and a half hours to the church he oversees and 
where the team were to be based. From there we 
visited two churches in Alaverdi further north and 
nearby Spitak, and finally a Kurdish church. It took 
an hour and a half over two mountain passes and 
by a deep gorge to get to Alaverdi which appeared 
to be a very depressed town with dilapidated and 
abandoned factories – a testament to the 70 year 
communist occupation. The pastor there, with 
his family, was welcoming and enthusiastic with 
about 45 people gathered in a former kindergarden 
building along with a couple of other local pastors. 

of these dear people on surer ground under his 
covenant love.

Our final visit was to Amritasa, high up on a plateau 
surrounded by mountains. The people were mainly 
farmers, so the teaching had to be condensed in 
order for them to go to deal with their livestock! 
Pastor Gregor warned us that they would be shy 
but it did not take long, under the power of the 

Spirit, for them to be open to the blessings for 
them. The team was conscious of the effect that 
being stateless has upon a society and also there 
was much fear and gossip amongst the usual 
gamut of oppression and trauma. It was wonderful 
to see many lifted of all these evils. Some were 
very fearful and needed a lot of prayer but next day 
we were thrilled as two testified to being healed 
and one man had forgiven ten friends who had 
hurt him along with several with whom he had 
severed communication because of their unhelpful 
influence – his smile was wide. 

The team then returned to Yerevan where some left 
for the UK, and three new team members arrived 
ready for the move on to Artsakh. 
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One appeared hostile at first but the Spirit really 
worked in his heart and the next morning he shared 
a prophetic picture he had been given! The people 
were warm, open and clearly expectant. Hugging 
was no problem from the start! They clearly also had 
significant issues which needed addressing; trauma 
from the genocide, the oppression of communism, 
fear, poverty, abandonment by husbands (who often 
leave to work in Russia and then have another family 
there), adultery etc. They all valued the two days of 
ministry. Several said that they had been powerfully 
touched and/or healed. Others testified how the 
teaching had helped and blessed them, bringing a 
new understanding of God’s love and power. The 
team were conscious that there was a terrific 
spiritual battle going on while the Lord poured out his 
love. The pastors were encouraged and want Flame 
to return to give more in-depth teaching to them and 
their church elders – watch this space!

Spitak, the epicentre of a large earthquake in 1988, 
was the next visit. Nearly ninety people crammed into 
a room provided by a church member in her house. 
They all sat still for the five or so hours of teaching 
and were eager to receive. The pastor shared that 
there was a lot of superstition and witchcraft in the 
area as well as the legacy of trauma and fear, and the 
team prayed that God would deal with these issues. 
Again prayers were powerfully answered – a worship 
leader shared about her fears for her father’s health, 
which we cut off in prayer and she experienced inner 
healing. The pastor shared that he had felt oppressed, 
broken and had a deep sadness. By the end of the 
day he was fully delivered of the darkness he felt, 
and experienced great freedom. The Lord had clearly 
broken through many past hurts and put the feet 

WE KNEW THERE 
WAS A TERRIFIC 
SPIRITUAL BATTLE 
GOING ON 

21Armenia
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ROMANS 12:12

JUL - OCT 17

09 JUL For all the staff as we 
meet on 13th, for wisdom and 
open discussion on Flame issues.

16 JUL For Jan as she speaks at 
Wield Filling Station on 19th. For 
the New Wine teams as they set 
up ready for 22 July that they will 
quickly bond as they learn together. 

23 JUL For Gareth and Natalie 
and the New Wine teams as they 
work in Hungry venue. For God-
given conversations with all who 
pass through the venue area. For 
Val as she preaches in Tarporley 
Chapel today. For the Milnthorpe 
Prayer Group as they meet on 24th 
to pray for Flame.

02 JUL Give thanks for the 
completion of the Bukavu School 
for Pastors. The team travelled to 
Goma yesterday. Pray they will get 
some rest ahead of the training for 
the Women Counsellors in HEAL 
Africa Hospital and Goma Diocese. 
Pray also for the Next Generation 
Mission as it would be helpful 
to have an additional two young 
female adults to attend.

July - October  2017

30 JUL New Wine Week 2 starts 
today. Give thanks for all who 
have volunteered to help with the 
Café. Pray for good connections 
and opportunities to share God’s 
word and the work of Flame. The 
Trustees meet on the 4th. Pray 
for Nick as he chairs the meeting 
and wisdom for all the Trustees as 
they consider a raft of important 
issues.

06 AUG For refreshment and 
restoration for all those who 
worked so hard on the Flame 
teams at New Wine. And for fruit 
from the two weeks.

13 AUG For Gareth and Tish 
as they seek to build strong 
relationships with Trust Funds 
who support us financially. Give 
thanks for our finances and for the 
generous support we enjoy. The 
Next Generation mission departs 
this week for Uganda.

20 AUG For the Next Generation 
Mission team as they start 
the South Sudanese Youth 
Conference in the Refugee Camp 
in Uganda. For unity in the team 
and a holy boldness as they teach, 
pray and engage in creativity and 
sport. 

27 AUG For week 2 of Next 
Generation mission as they 
move to another Refugee Camp 
on the Uganda border. For good 
health and God’s protection 
from accidents and incidents, 
particularly from trauma as they 
see the poverty and desperate 
conditions in the Camps.

03 SEP For the young people as 
they return to the UK and for Jan, 
Val and Barbara as they go into 
South Sudan to minister. Details 
are not yet known but possibly in 
Juba with the military chaplains. 

10 SEP For peace in South 
Sudan, and God’s protection and 
wisdom over Bishop Samuel 
as Chairman of the peace and 
reconciliation committees. For 
President Salva Kiir – wisdom, 
courage and protection as he 
seeks to govern fairly. And for the 
many thousands who have fled 
their homes and country in search 
of safety.

17 SEP Give thanks for trustees, 
staff, ambassadors, and all our 
volunteers; Tish in her role as 
Mothers Union Speaker, Guildford 
Diocese, and for open doors. We 
are so grateful to each one of 
our volunteers. Pray for Val and 
Brenda as they run a Mission 
Training Day on Sat 23 September 
for good numbers and for those 
attending to hear the Lord speak 
to them. 

24 SEP For Les, Simon, Natalie, 
Wendy, Brenda, Tish and Ben as 
they work and minister to extend 
God’s Kingdom. For an increase 
in prayer support and financial 
giving to cover our missions.

01 OCT For Jan and Richard 
as they go to Jordan with a team 
on 6th, to minister to refugees, 
and work with pastors. Pray for 
protection, unity in the team and 
leading of the Holy Spirit, plus 
good relationship with their host. 
For Tish as she presents at the 
Sudan training Day in Shaftesbury 
with Hazel in support.

July 2017

08 OCT For the team in Jordan 
to remain in good health, and for 
God-given opportunities. For Val 
as she speaks at St Peter’s Church, 
Heversham in the morning, 
teaches in the afternoon, and 
leads a Flame prayer day on 9th. 

15 OCT For Brenda as she 
conducts the Mission Training 
Day, Camberley on 21st, and for 
all who attend to hear from God 
concerning their call to mission. 

22 OCT For peace in the 
countries we work in and for all 
the bishops and church leaders 
whom we work with in South 
Sudan, DRC, Armenia, and Central 
Asia. Pray for Jan as she speaks 
at Ashburnham Chapel at a 
Healing Service.

29 OCT For Jan and the team as 
they prepare to depart for Central 
Asia on 3 Nov. 
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INTERNATIONAL 
CONFERENCE

24TH - 26TH NOVEMBER 2017

JOIN US
Flame International supporters 
will be gathering at High Leigh  
in Hoddesdon, Hertfordshire  
EN11 8SG (15 mins from M25, 30 
mins by train from London)

VENUE: HIGH LEIGH CONFERENCE CENTRE
The beautiful setting and facilities at High Leigh 
opened as a conference centre, in 1921 specialising 
in residential and day conferences for up to 220 
delegates. The main part of the house was built 
in 1853. In 1871, Mr Robert Barclay, a successful 
banker in the City of London and a committed 
Christian, bought the house. With 40 acres of lawns, 
parkland and woodland, the tranquil surroundings 
aid both concentration and relaxation for delegates.

Dinner will be at 7pm on the Friday night, and rooms 
will be ready from 4.30pm.

SEMINARS
GOING ON MISSION
FLAME AMBASSADORS
PHOTOJOURNALISM
AND MORE...

GUEST SPEAKERS
EUGENE BACH & IMTIAZ ASHRAF

WEEKEND TICKETS (per person):
£149 STANDARD SINGLE ROOM
£179 EN-SUITE SINGLE ROOM
£179 EN-SUITE DOUBLE ROOM
 
DAY TICKETS
£55 LUNCH, DINNER, TEA/COFFEE       
£48 LUNCH, TEA/COFFEE 

CALL 01252 336509 TO BOOK NOW!

International Conference24 Events 25

GUEST SPEAKER:
EUGENE BACH
This is how this author and mission activist 
with Back to Jerusalem signs off his emails:

“Anyone who gets excited about what God 
is doing around the world is responsible for 
their own behaviour. I hold no responsibility 
for any statement that might lead the 
reader to leave their regular boring life, sell 
everything to help the poor, and follow after 
Jesus in the 10/40 Window. It is not my intent 
to excite you to be crazy, silly or hungry for 
Christ, but it is still on my list of things to do.” 

“It’s the best thing we’ve been to in years! Very 
encouraging for all concerned, we thought.”

“It was such a great weekend. I loved it!”

“It was such a privilege to spend time and share 
with people who have much greater life experience, 
and are further along with their journey of faith and 
life. It was also so encouraging to spend time with 
other young adults who have a similar passion for 
mission and seeing God’s kingdom come and for 
our generation to rise up and follow Christ in total 
surrender.”

“The weekend at High Leigh was a triumph! It was 
inspiring beyond measure and a unique opportunity 
to hear not one but two wonderful men of God 
share their hearts with us.”

“Just to thank you for an excellent weekend with 
wonderful speakers and seminars. It was a joy to 
be there.”

“We cannot adequately express what we feel. It was 
marvellous, wonderful, massive!”

July 2017

GUEST SPEAKER:
IMTIAZ ASHRAF
After 14 years with London City Mission 
as a church-based missionary, and 
two years overseas, Imtiaz now works 
with Release International speaking 
to churches around the UK about 
persecution and visiting persecuted 
Christians overseas two or three times a 
year. “It is a great privilege” he says, “to 
speak in churches and to minister to 
persecuted Christians in their various 
cities and villages.”



It was in the first waking moments, on one of those 
blissful days when you don’t have to set the alarm. 
Flame was on mission at the time in Central Asia, and 
the trip was especially in my prayers because my dear 
adventurous mother-in-law was on the trip! Quite 
suddenly a scene started to appear in my mind, like a 
clip from a movie, and I knew it was from the Lord for 
the Flame mission team. I seemed to know what the 
scene meant as it was revealed to me.

Thanks to modern technology, prayer supporters can 
send words to the mission teams, and mission reports 
from the trips are emailed back to the prayer supporters 
each evening. This is such a powerful tool that makes 
for an interactive and encouraging prayer experience 
for everyone. So straight after I saw this scene in my 
mind I sent an email to the mission team describing 
what I saw. Here is an excerpt from the email I sent*: 

“I saw a small dog chained to a tether next to some large 
people. The dog was barking frantically, and jumping 
up and down, but it was obvious that the dog was no 
match for the people – partly because it was so small, 
but also because it could not reach them due to the 
chains. The dog thought it had a lot more power than it 
had. To be honest, it looked a bit ridiculous and pitiful. 

“The dog represents the devil and I believe the Lord is 
sending you an encouragement, that even if the devil 
barks loudly, and might seem ferocious or near, his 
power has been stripped at the cross. He is no match 
for the believers who are standing in Christ’s blood 
and authority. He is chained, and limited ‘legally’ in the 
harm that he can inflict, especially when he seems to be 
threatening the believers.”*

I could hardly believe it when the following excerpt 
came through in the praise report email from Jan the 
very next day:

“I want to thank you for praying for us last night. We 
spoke to around 40 people in a mission compound 
built in the 1930’s by missionaries on church land 
that has since been defiled by many things, including 
idols. Many people there are sick and barren so it was 
a challenging evening preaching on healing the land. 
We were so grateful when we received an email from 
a prayer supporter who had seen in the Spirit a picture 
of a small, barking dog, which was tied up, and its bark 
was bigger than its bite. 

“This appeared to be a picture of Satan who was 
bound and although he makes a loud noise he is not 
so powerful. Later in the evening we actually saw in 
the physical a real dog, quite small and tied up, barking 
loudly but could not bite anyone! It so encouraged 
us after this tough preach. We were also thrilled that 
finally the pastor and elders of the compound really 
understood the need to gather their community 
together and pray to heal and cleanse the land.”*

I was in awe of God, that he would show little ordinary 
me, a vision of a spiritual reality, which Jan would 
share with the team on the other side of the world. 
Then they would go on that very day to see this same 
real life scene, bringing a confirmation of God’s living 
word. This then lifted their spirits, built their faith and 
impacted their mission battleground. 

So don’t hold back! If you long to see God breaking 
through and transforming our world through your 
prayers then contact Flame to be a mission prayer 
partner and you won’t look back! 

* The email quotations have been adapted and edited 
for clarity.

A day I won’t forget
27A Day I Won’t Forget
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As a new Christian this was my first time at a big 
church event and the first time I’d joined a Flame team 
as a café volunteer. I hadn’t given much thought to the 
weekend as I’d been so busy but, arriving at the site, 
I started to feel the excitement of what was to come. 
One thing I was a little nervous about was making 
the coffee, and that was strange because I’ve been a 
Coffee Master for Starbucks in the past - I guess it just 
felt a bit odd to be getting back on that horse, in a tent, 
in a field. As it turned out I was right back into it within 
about five minutes - notwithstanding the milk throwing 
incident, which we’ll say no more about!!!

Meeting the other Flame volunteers and staff was 
brilliant as I relished being back amongst a big team - 
and everyone was so lovely. I’d seen images of the café 
from previous years and heard about the difference 
it makes to Flame but I had no idea it would be so 
good. It wasn’t long before I realised that I had become 
part of the Flame family and couldn’t wait for the first 
customers to arrive. And arrive they did! The café 
was based in the camp site that was home to 10,000 
people for the weekend. The sense of being among 
the family of God was amazing - I’ve been to festivals 
before but this was different - I’ve never felt so safe 
and at home. Walking along hearing people around me 
talking about God as though it was the most natural 
thing in the world was incredible - that doesn’t really 
happen on the streets where I live!

The customers were as impressed by Flame as I was 
and I loved making them coffee and chatting to them 
about the festival. I think somehow that the team’s 
smiles and laughter made them feel special. It certainly 
had that effect on me. And I could see that the café 
we provided gave them a great chance to get to know 
Flame and their work - I could see people talking to 
the Flame hosts, reading the leaflets, looking at the 
banners and signing up to get Burning Issues. So we 
were making a real difference in that big tent!

I know I grew as a Christian that weekend. From 
jumping around with my friends to Rend Collective 
on the main stage, along with 25,000 or so members 
of my new church family, to the intimate setting of 
being led in worship around a camp fire. Whether it 
was worshipping like nobody’s watching or praying 
with one voice for Manchester, it was all incredible. I’ve 
never experienced God’s Kingdom in such a clear way 
before and I came home filled with love and hope and a 
renewed passion for God.

And making coffee.

Chloë Ford 

Big Church Day Out–
a volunteer’s eye view
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WHAT’S ON
01

22
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TEACHING & HEALING DAY 
CLEVEDON FAMILY CHURCH, NEAR BRISTOL
Contact Jenny Kay at pandjkay@googlemail.com
or ring 01275 814022 to register.

NEW WINE
CAFÉ IN THE HUNGRY VENUE WEEKS 1 & 2

MISSION TRAINING 
WEST STREET CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP, CREWE

 JORDAN MISSION
MINISTERING TO REFUGEES

MISSION TRAINING 
ST PAUL’S CHURCH, CAMBERLEY
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Prayer and training day dates are subject to change so if you’d like 
to attend please book your place and get the latest info. You will 
need to bring your own lunch to these events.

MISSION TRIPS 
Please contact the office if you would 
like to join any of these mission teams, 
receive prayer updates or to donate 
towards them.  

CONTACT US
   admin@flameinternational.org         

      01252 336509

 UGANDA MISSION 
NEXT GENERATION MINISTERING TO REFUGEES

slave

 SOLD INTO SLAVERYI  

 BEATENI 

 ISOLATEDI

 TRAPPEDI

 NO CHILD SHOULDI

 BE AI

INTERNATIONAL JUSTICE MISSION

FIGHTING FOR me
ISEEK JUSTICE, 

IRESCUE THE OPPRESSED, 

IDEFEND THE ORPHAN, 

IPLEAD FOR THE WIDOW. 

Join the fight to end slavery for good: IJMUK.org
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TOP 10 COUNTDOWN 
Ways to get involved with us...

#08  FLAME1000 CLUB
Join by giving £10 or more 
a month, enabling us to 
respond to the ever-growing 
list of invitations we receive 
from countries desperate for 
ministry into conflict trauma. 

 CALL TO  
 ACTION 

Our vision is to see people set free from the pain and 
trauma of war, terror or oppression – releasing God’s 
healing, forgiveness and reconciliation.

Registered Charity Number 1096374

Flame International, PO BOX 424, 
Aldershot, GU11 9ER

Tel: 01252 336509

flameinternational.org   
admin@flameinternational.org


