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Welcome to the second edition in the series of Burning Issues 
for 2018 focusing on the role of healing in Flame International. 
And a special welcome goes out to those who are receiving this 
for the first time having met us at the Big Church Day Out. In 
the last issue we looked at the healing of the human spirit, in 
in this issue we’re turning our attention to the healing of the 
human soul, and in November we’ll finish with an edition on 

healing the human body.

BE TRANSFORMED BY THE  
RENEWING OF YOUR MIND

Romans 12:2b

This month’s field report comes from our recent mission trip 
to Armenia, situated on the border of Europe and Asia, where 

the team ministered in part to people suffering the trauma 
caused by the massive 1988 Spitak Earthquake. It’s an interesting 

development for the organisation and one that really helps to 
demonstrate the breadth of its vision to set people free from the 
trauma of conflict. In this instance, and uniquely for Flame, the 
conflict was not with warring factions or with human violence, 

but was a conflict with the very land itself.

I hope you enjoy all the articles from our range of contributors 
in this edition and have a wonderful summer.

Gareth Barton
BI Editor

Hello,
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In the previous edition of Burning Issues 
Jan described the three-fold nature of 
man—spirit, soul and body as explained 
for us in 1 Thessalonians 5:23 and 
Hebrews 4:12—and wrote of how our 
human spirit can be damaged, and how 
damage to our spirit affects our well-
being. So it’s important that our spirit is 
kept healthy and strong. In this issue we 
will explore how the three areas of the 
soul; the mind, the will and the emotions, 
can be damaged and how Flame 
ministers healing into each part.

The mind or intellect – “The Weapons we 
fight with are not the weapons of the world. 
On the contrary, they have divine power to 
demolish strongholds. We demolish arguments 
and every pretension that sets itself up against 
the knowledge of God, and we take every 
thought captive to make it obedient to Christ.” 
2 Cor 10:4-5. (see also Phil 4:8; Col 3: 1-2)

There is a spiritual battle that centres on our 
mind. Genesis 3 teaches us that Satan, who 
confused the mind into believing his thoughts 
and lies and the denial of God’s Word, 
deceived mankind into an act of disobedience. 
Satan assaults the human mind with continual 
lies, and God, being mindful of the dangers, 
reminds us in Romans 12: 2, “not to conform 
any longer to the pattern of this world; but 
be transformed by the renewing of your 

mind.” And in Romans 8:6 warns us that, “the 
mind of a sinful man is death, but the mind 
controlled by the Spirit is life and peace, the 
sinful mind is hostile to God. It does not 
submit to God’s law nor can it do so.”

When we believe lies and live by them, we are 
robbed of God’s truth and his blessings, and 
what we believe can affect all our relationships 
including our relationship with God. Beliefs 
start in the womb. For example, when a 
baby picks up rejection from the mother 
who does not want it, the belief is that he/
she is a mistake or should not be here. We 
ministered to a lady who believed that she was 
not wanted as a baby. She had a very difficult 
birth where she nearly died and there was no 
bonding with her mother. She grew up feeling 
unwanted and at times suicidal, and spent all 
her time trying to earn love. When she chose 
to forgive her mother and herself, and the 
lies and trauma were broken off, she felt the 
burden come off her as she received the truth 
of God’s Word and how much God loved her.

Trauma in the womb, at birth, or at any point 
in life, can cause fear and distort our beliefs 
and behaviours. Those in authority who are 
critical may cause a child, or adult, to develop 
poor beliefs about themselves and hold 
themselves in low self-esteem. Changing our 
wrong beliefs and consequential behaviour is 
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blessing and God’s curse, and I call heaven 
and earth to witness the choice you make. 
Choose life.” Deuteronomy 30: 19. 

To create us in his image, God gave us free 
will. We make willing choices to choose what 
God chooses and refuse what God refuses. 
Our relationship with God is not forced nor 
controlled by fear. Allowing choice in a loving 
environment builds healthy relationships. As 
we grow out of dependency as a baby it is 
important to learn and be allowed to make 
choices, understanding that there will be 
consequences from the choices made. An 
inability to choose can make us anxious to 
please and fearful of making mistakes, so we 
can find that we submit to ungodly control out 
of fear of threats, violence and punishment. 

“There is no fear in love. But perfect love 
drives out fear, because fear has to do with 
punishment. The one who fears is not made 
perfect in love.” 1 John 4:18. 

Sadly, choice can be denied by those in 
authority over us, and instead of Godly 
authority being exercised abusive power is 
used to control, dominate and manipulate. 
Once control is part of our ungodly 
inheritance we can carry a desire to protect 
ourselves from painful issues of life by using 
control to feel safe and to avoid rejection. 
Flame has experience of ministering to raped 
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not always easy but with God it is perfectly 
possible. When the lies we have believed are 
recognised for what they are, we can take 
responsibility over them, confess them as 
sin, repent of consequent behaviours, forgive 
those who caused the wounding, and choose 
to believe the truth. We can then choose to 
feed on God’s truth until the pattern of wrong 
beliefs is broken.

A Pastor in DR Congo, insisted on being called 
by his tribal name, despite everyone else using 
their Christian names. He was aggressive 
in his insistence. When he was prayed for 
during the workshop, God revealed to him 
the lie he was believing that his tribe was his 
identity. The pastor immediately removed 
his tribal name and replaced it with his 
Christian name, Emmanuel. He testified with 
great rejoicing that God was with him. On a 
separate occasion, a lady said, “I want to thank 
God. I never felt the love of a father but today 
I have forgiven my father. It is not good to be 
quarrelling but thank God today I have that 
love for my father. I couldn’t move my arm 
properly when I came but now it’s completely 
healed”. During the conference, this lady had 
received the love of Heavenly Father and no 
longer believed the lie that she was not lovable. 

The will – “I am now giving you the choice 
between life and death, between God’s 
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and very vulnerable women. When a woman 
is raped her free will choice is denied, and 
she is controlled by fear and violence. After 
the rape she is often rejected by those around 
her and immediately feels shame and guilt 
as though it was her fault. As members of 
the Flame team prayed into the trauma of 
one very vulnerable lady who was living in 
a terrible environment where there was war, 
rape and stealing; she testified during the 
prayer how she received peace; and was no 
longer afraid.

The key to healing is forgiveness, and to then 
minister into the trauma on the soul and 
spirit; and nurture the spirit with the truth 
of God’s love. Once there has been a measure 
of healing, it is important to then restore 
free will by helping people make practical 
choices. Often this is achieved by combining 
the spiritual healing with practical measures. 
In the case of the lady I just mentioned that 
might mean teaching her how to make her 
own clothes and take delight in feeling good 
about herself. Then, where there is consent, 
efforts can be made to reunite the family.

The emotions – Loving what God loves. 
Hating what God hates. 
Our emotions are God given and are meant 
to be expressed and released in a godly way, 
but many of us carry the pain of emotional 

wounds that have been suppressed over 
time and kept under control through coping 
mechanisms. As we bring our emotions under 
godly order we may find that unexplained 
physical pain is suddenly healed. As Flame 
ministers to groups of church leaders we 
regularly find that early in the teaching the 
participants testify to sleeping well. They 
cannot express physical healing at that point, 
but a good sleep indicates that God is healing 
the ‘inner person’. When the paralytic was 
brought before Jesus for physical healing in 
Luke 5:20, Jesus ministered inner healing and 
then physical healing was released. 

The most striking healing we have witnessed 
in this respect was when a pastor with deep 
emotional wounds of trauma presented with 
a physical disability the cause of which could 
not be identified by the medical profession. 
As soon as he chose to forgive those who 
had hurt him, his physical disability was 
immediately healed. We have witnessed 
similar healings on numerous occasions. 
As the emotional pain is released through 
forgiveness, the body, soul and spirit are 
healed. Sometimes complete healing takes 
much longer, like the lady who suffered 
from deep grief and loss, and though she 
kept forgiving she seemed trapped in despair 
until she chose to forgive again at another 
of our conferences. The following day she 
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had discarded her dark colours for bright 
garments and her face was totally changed. 
Gone was the hopelessness and despair and 
her face shone with the love and joy of Jesus. 
She had been set free from her grief and loss.

Anger is an emotion and can be a difficult 
to handle. Some believe that as Christians 
we should not be angry, but God gave us 
anger and it is not wrong to feel angry. It is 
what we do with our anger that can cause 
us to sin. In Luke 11:15-17 Jesus entered 
the temple and became angry at what he 
saw, but he did not sin. There is a place for 
righteous indignation that causes us to take 
a stand against sin and injustice, which is 
what Jesus was doing. He was angry because 
God’s house of worship had become a place 
of extortion. In Ephesians 4: 26 and 31 we 
are encouraged to deal with our anger in a 
Godly way, not ignore it, but get rid of it. “In 
your anger do not sin. Do not let the sun 
go down while you are still angry and do 
not let the devil get a foothold.” “Get rid of 
all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and 
slander, along with every form of malice”. 
When we harbour anger, it grows like a 
cancer, causing deep bitter-root judgements, 
a critical and judgemental spirit, and makes 
us aggressive and confrontational. Ungodly 
anger affects our relationships; including our 
relationship with God. 

As we teach and minister in conflict and 
post-conflict areas we see anger so close 
to the surface that it easily bursts out in a 
confrontational manner, even to the extent 
of violence and murder. Anger is in equal 
measure in the victim and the perpetrator. 
The problem is what to do with the anger and 
how to get rid of it.  Anger cannot be ignored; 
when it is confronted with forgiveness and 
repentance, and then emptied out in a safe 
environment, Holy Spirit can come into 
the situation and bring healing into the 
wounded soul. Like the chaplain in South 
Sudan whose neighbour always made him 
angry. Following the teaching and practical 
application in a conference, he testified to 
seeing his neighbour that evening and not 
experiencing anger. He realised that he had 
forgiven and got rid of the bitterness inside. 
Another chaplain testified to having his 
mobile phone stolen. Normally he would have 
felt very angry, but following the teaching, he 
chose to forgive and release his anger to God. 
In both situations anger and violence would 
be the normal behaviour, but when God is 
invited to intervene, he brings his peace. This 
was the case for two victims of rape who 
testified and thanked God for, “what we are 
learning, especially about anger. It can bring 
wounds in my heart. Now I am released. I 
have had pains from my head to my chest, but 
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since yesterday I’ve taken no medication”. The 
second lady said she had been suffering from 
emotional pain and headaches. She had taken 
medication, but this had not helped. After she 
had received prayer she saw herself as having 
a whole body:  she was feeling good right 
through her body and the headache had gone.

There is much more that can be said about 
healing the soul and there is some good 
teaching material to turn to. This short article 
is intended to encourage through the Word 
of God, and the testimony of believers where 
Flame has come alongside and ministered 
into wounding of the soul – the mind, the 
will and the emotions; and as we have prayed, 
we have seen God move in remarkable ways; 
setting the captives free. 

In the next issue we will explore how healing 
the damage in the spirit and soul brings 
healing to the body. Val Batchelor 

09Feature

July 2018

THE KEY TO HEALING 

IS FORGIVENESS
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This equation should be 
foundational to all Christian-
based relationships.

When we hurt someone or are hurt by 
someone, we have a choice. We either 
dwell on the offence experienced, 
or we can choose to move towards 
forgiveness. If we have committed 
the offence, then the only way we 
can restore the relationship is by 
choosing to repent of the original 
and subsequent acts, and seek 
forgiveness. On the Cross, Jesus 
chose to forgive, when he prayed what 
has been described as the greatest 
prayer ever prayed, “Father forgive 
them, for they don’t know what they 
are doing”. He prayed this just after 
he had nails driven into his hands and 
feet, and a sword stuck into his side. 
He prayed this for those who had done 

the deed and for those who had cried 
out, “Crucify, Crucify” and for all those 
guilty ones whose shame and false 
accusations were exposed that day.

This wasn’t an isolated example either. 
In Matthew 5.23, Jesus says that if 
you come to the altar (the place for 
worship) and there remember that 
your brother or sister has something 
against you, first go and be reconciled, 
then come to the altar. In the Lord’s 
prayer he prayed—and we pray—
forgive us our sins – as we forgive 
those who sin against us.

So, forgiveness for us who 
are his followers should 
be a lifestyle. Whether 
we are the victims of 
someone else’s sin, or 
the perpetrators of hurt 
and pain. You and I need 

healing. The group or tribe or 
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nation we are part of needs healing. 
Those we have sinned against need 
healing. Those who have hurt us need 
to be healed. Everyone needs healing.

Often the pain inflicted or experienced 
causes us to build walls of self-
protection against the persons, tribes 
or nations concerned. Whereas God is 
wanting to break down dividing walls. 
In Ephesians 2. 11-16 Paul shows 
that God wants Jews and Gentiles 
to be reconciled, since through being 
reconciled to Christ they have been 
brought into reconciled relationship 
with each other. “He himself is our 
peace”, he declares, “who has made 
the two groups one and has destroyed 
the barrier, the dividing wall of 
hostility”. We still struggle to see this 
worked out however.

We see in the Old Testament how 
brothers who became enemies 
can be restored. Esau and Jacob 
fell out because Jacob cheated his 
brother out of his birthright, by taking 
advantage of the frailty of their father. 
Esau threatened to kill his brother. A 
family feud developed that literally 
caused Jacob to be in the wilderness 
for decades. Then one day God told 
him it was time to be reconciled to 
his brother. So in obedience, but 
with great fear, he made elaborate 
preparations to revisit his brother.

Joseph was sold into slavery, because 
they were jealous of him. They then 
deceived their father into believing 
that their brother had been killed by an 
animal. Decades later Joseph rose to 
become the chief servant in Pharoah’s 
household in Egypt, and responsible 
for administering aid during a time of 
extensive famine. When his brothers 

turned up seeking help, he had a 
choice. He could have taken revenge 

– or he could choose to be 
reconciled. He chose the latter, 
with many tears.

In the case of Esau and 
Jacob, the guilty party took the 
initiative; in the case of Joseph 
and his brothers, the victim 
took the initiative. In both 
examples God orchestrated 
from heaven the process! In 
both examples—and in many others in 
Scripture and in history—God shows 
that human sin is recorded in heaven. 
And in the unfolding circumstances of 
man’s journey on earth there comes a 
time when God calls for the sin to be 
atoned for, repented of, forgiven and 
for reconciliation to be the result.

There’s another story that has to 
do with historic sin committed by a 
previous king, when a long-standing 
treaty of protection was erroneously 
broken. The Gibeonites had tricked 
the children of Israel into giving 
them protected status through a 
treaty. When this subterfuge was 
discovered, the treaty had already 
been made—before God and with 
one another—so couldn’t be broken. 
In God’s eyes it was binding. But 
centuries later Saul as king chose to 
take things into his own hands and 
slaughtered many Gibeonites.

Later, during David’s reign, there is a 
famine for three years. David seeks 
God as to the reason and what he 
should do. “It’s on account of Saul 
and his blood-stained house; it is 
because he put the Gibeonites to 
death”, God tells David. Read what 
happened in 2 Samuel 21.1-34 – it’s 
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a fascinating read! David seeks to 
put right the wrong; he moves in 
reconciliation towards the Gibeonites; 
he responds to their request for 
atonement in the form of seven 

sons of Saul to be offered 
in sacrifice. Notice the 

role Rizpah played 
in repentance and 
grief—a type of 
intercession—until the 

rains came and the harvest 
began. All this also led to Saul being 
given a proper burial and honoured 
as king, instead of his bones being 
left in Jabesh Gilead. And finally, “God 
answered prayer on behalf of the 
land”. What a wonderful outcome!

Today, I am glad that we can look back 
to the Cross, where the one sacrifice 
for sins forever has been made by 
Jesus Christ. No more blood needs to 
be shed.

Many have been engaged in repenting 
for the historic sins of our nation. We 
have gone in grief and repentance to 
the nations. We know that spiritual 
harvest in our own land has been 
withheld. We know we have blood 
on our hands. We also know that in 
many nations of the world there has 
been the shedding of innocent blood. 
But when Christian-based nations 
ignore the sin and pretend nothing 
is wrong, then no wonder that God 
withholds his hand of blessing. We 
are living through a season when God 
has been pinpointing the root of our 
nation’s sins and causing many to do 
something about them.

He has also been using us to help 
other nations that need healing to find 
it – hence the initiatives that Flame 

International has taken in sending 
teams to Armenia, to South Sudan, 
to Rwanda, to Congo and to many 
other places. At a recent Flame Prayer 
Day in March I shared a story about 
how Christian leaders in Turkey had 
been moved by God to go to many 
in the Armenian Diaspora to repent 
for the genocide of 1915 by Turks 
of over 1.5 million Armenians. I also 
showed a video of how some of 
those leaders went on a pilgrimage 
to Yerevan, Armenia in 2015 to repent 
for their nation’s sins. This has been 
part of God’s plan for this historic 
sin to be addressed, as has been the 
visit of Flame teams to Armenia and 
Nagorno Karabakh.

As we look at the world and our 
own nation, we should ask, “What 
needs fixing?”

Broken covenants and treaties need 
attention. God is a covenant-making 
and covenant-keeping God. But when 
we choose to break covenants and 
treaties to suit our purposes, this is 
abhorrent to those with whom treaties 
have been made and is abhorrent to 
God also.

The shedding of innocent blood needs 
to be dealt with. Land has been cursed 
because of the bloodshed of untold 
millions who have been needlessly 
killed in wars and massacres. Europe 
is the most blood-stained continent 

in the world. Later this year, 
under the auspices of 

“Hope” there will be 100 
days of Remembrance 
for the 100 years since 
the ending of World War 
I – a time when millions 
died through conflict 
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between Christian-based nations and 
people. And Scripture reminds us that, 

“blood cries out from the land”.

The corporate guilt of tribes and 
nations needs healing. Sin isn’t 
only personal – it is also corporate! 
Without repentance and reconciliation, 
tribal conflicts and wars will continue 
in subsequent generations and more 
blood will needlessly be shed.

But we can’t just deal with current 
conflicts. Historic issues must also 
be addressed. Otherwise history 
will repeat itself. Some years ago I 
heard from a Kenyan leader how the 
atrocities committed during the period 
of the British Empire had continued to 
blight her country, particularly during 
the country’s annual independence 
celebrations. When we prayed 
together, I caught the anguish of 
God (as well as that of this leader). 
For several years whenever I passed 
through Nairobi airport I asked 
God, “is this the time for me to do 
something about this sin”? Each time I 
received no answer.

Then one year, just 
after returning from 
Nairobi, I received 
an email from a 
colleague saying he 
was going to lead 
a team to pray in 
Kenya, which was then experiencing 
tribal conflicts, with hundreds having 
died, in connection with a general 
election. My spirit leapt. I knew this 
was the time to go. Two weeks later 
I was back in Kenya with this small 
team. On our arrival we discovered 
that all the churches throughout 
Kenya had been called to a week of 

prayer for peace. We met with a group 
of about 50 people at the Nairobi 
House of Prayer. At the end of our first 
morning with them, having done our 
repentance, we declared with such 
faith that, “today peace will be declared. 
You will hear on the news later today 
that God has heard our prayers”. And 
so it was that later that day it was 
announced on television that the two 
protagonists changed their mind and 
signed a peace agreement and tribal 
conflicts ceased. I learned from this 
that you have to have God’s timing in 
order to do what is necessary.

Whatever the issue, people also need 
healing. Those who are victims, and 
those who are the victors; those who 
are the abused as well as those who 
are the abusers. They need to find 
forgiveness – from God and from 
each other. There is such release 
when they do! The stronghold 
of revenge and recrimination is 
dismantled when they do. And this 
forgiveness needs to begin within the 
body of Christ, the Church. If we can’t 
forgive one another, then what hope is 
there for the rest of the world? 
Brian Mills 
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Ah, coffee, the international 
language of friendship!

During a break in filming for 
the upcoming series of films 
featuring Flame’s work, Ian (the 
filmmaker) and I went for a walk 
around Djrashen, a rural town in 
the Armenian mountains, close to 
the epicentre of the 1988 Spitak 
Earthquake. It was here that we 
met and filmed three generations 
of one family devastated by the 
loss of three small children when 
their school collapsed killing all the 
kids and teachers inside. It’s tough 
to hear the stories, even after all 
these years—I’ve been reporting on 
Flame’s work now for more than a 
decade—and I still need to take a 
break from it when it gets too much.

That’s when we met Peter working 
with his friend as he dug out a 
basement for a new house on the 
outskirts of the town. We smiled 
and established very quickly that 
neither of us had any of each 
other’s language to use. But there 
was coffee and he was quick to 
offer it as they too took a break 
from the hard work. And so we 
stood, together, in joyful silence, 
drinking coffee. It struck me as 
such a precious moment, so full of 
humanity, that I wanted to capture it 
the best way I know how. I love this 
portrait of Peter and how it reminds 
me that, wherever you travel and 
whomever you meet, we’re in it 
together. And that when you reach 
out to a neighbour, even one from 
far away, you can make a friend.

And yes, the coffee was hideous. 
But also one of the best I’ve had in a 
long time. Gareth Barton  

PHOTO
FEATURE



1915Photo Feature

July  2018



The Arrow16

BURNING ISSUES

As people from all generations were gathered together in 
prayer support for Flame, the time came to pray for the 
‘Next Generation’. Spoken out over the young adults was 
the proclamation that they are like arrows in the hands 
of a great warrior, the Church!  As the youth of the body 
of Christ assemble to go out on mission to proclaim the 
gospel message, they go like arrows, fired into the enemy. 
Even more, when this was spoken out over the youth 
involved with Flame, Brian Mills confirmed the prophetic 
use of an arrow and spoke about how the entire Body 
of Christ can be seen as one arrow. With the younger 
generation representing the point of the arrow that 
breaks into the armour, the middle generation represents 
the shaft of the arrow; the main body and weight. Finally, 
the elder generation of the church represents the flights 
that guide the arrow directly into its target. 

Elder Generation  
and Senior Pastors

Let us be ready, like arrows  
in the hands of a warrior!
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Younger  
Generation

Middle Generation, 
Parents and Adults



FIELD REPORT 03/2018

ARMENIA EARTHQUAKE

HUTCHINS RICHARD

40°10’37.9200” N   |   44° 30’ 12.5640” E     [LA] 40.177200  [LO] 44.503490

Armenia. The first question that 
comes to many people’s minds, 
mine included, is “Where is 
that?”. This small, land-locked 
nation that lies between Georgia 
and Iran, Turkey and Azerbaijan 
has been a focus of Flame 
International ministry for several 
years – and this was my very 
first opportunity to join Flame on 
mission and to visit this beautiful 
land and its people.

What was I expecting? I honestly 
went without fixed expectations 

– only to know that I would 
encounter our living God and the 
power of the Holy Spirit at work 
through a team called to minister 
in that place. And called we were 

– this small band of followers 
stepping out in faith to see what 
God held in store for us.

Because without doubt this 
was a team called together by 
God, assembled for a shared 
journey in that place. As well as 

having a team so clearly called 
to gather like this, the other 
crucial component in this mission 
was prayer. This mission was 
soaked in prayer – from prayer 
supporters around the world 
and from within the team itself. 
We had so many encouraging 
words and pictures emailed to 
us, that sustained and upheld us 
throughout our time in Armenia. 
These were shared during our 
team devotions twice a day and 
this “rule of life”, gathering to pray, 
to worship, to listen to God, was 
a mighty powerhouse to us all. 
Never underestimate the power 
and effectiveness of your prayers, 
and the Kingdom delight God 
takes in answering them!

From the very outset we knew 
that God was with us, giving 
words to “expect the unexpected” 
and clear pictures that we were 
walking in obedience in this 
mission even while we were at 

the airport waiting to depart the 
UK. After an uneventful journey, 
the team gathered in Yerevan 
and very quickly bonded in prayer 
and worship and through drama 
rehearsals. We were introduced 
to our interpreters Liana and 
Armenuhi, without whom we 
could have done very little.

During this short period of 
acclimatisation and preparation 
the team received numerous words 
for the forthcoming outreach. One 
particular subject was the national 
unforgiveness of the Armenian 
nation towards Turkey for the 
1915 Genocide. A vivid picture was 
received of Armenia as a nation 
being locked in a stifling room and 
that God had opened a window 
bringing some relief, but that the 
keys lay within the room amongst 
the people – keys of obedience 
and unity bound together in love. 
These were powerful images to 
take into the teaching with us.
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We stayed in Yerevan for the first 
few days, visiting two key places 
to minister at this time. In the 
evenings we travelled out to the 
town of Ashtarak, about twenty 
minutes north-west of Yerevan, 
to minister in the church of 
Pastor Artur. Over our time there 
our faith was built up through 
the testimonies we heard. They 
spoke of a new freedom from 
fear, of release from the power of 
lies in people’s lives as well as of 
physical healing. One lady shared 
that she had undergone surgery 
for sinus problems and this had 
left the area between her nose 
and top lip blue and painful. When 
she had received prayer and then 
gone home, she looked in the 
mirror and saw that the blueness 
had gone and found that she was 
free of pain. We also received 

various pictures within the team 
about spiritual freedom.

During the day in Yerevan, I was 
privileged to be able to go with 
Jeremy and Jan to the Armenian 
Ministry of Defence to speak to 
about 50 Apostolic Priests who 
are chaplains to the Army, along 
with their Bishop and a highly 
regarded Colonel in the Army. As 
we entered the meeting room, 
we all felt a bit daunted as it 
was a large, circular conference 
room that wouldn’t have looked 
out of place on a James Bond 
movie set! I witnessed the 
utmost courage and conviction 
in both Jeremy and Jan as they 
shared their vision of Armenia 
set free from unforgiveness and 
teaching on Forgiveness and 
Healing the Land. Liana was 

our interpreter here and she too 
showed incredible courage to 
share things that were going 
to be difficult for some of the 
priests to hear. Armenian priests 
are well-trained professional 
theologians and the discussion 
was challenging to say the least. 
While the three of us were in the 
Ministry of Defence, the rest of 
the team spent time in focused 
prayer. I am totally sure that 
this was the breakthrough that 
was needed because praise the 
Lord there were very receptive 
ears in the room, and at least 
one deacon invited Flame 
International back to his border 
village to minister amongst his 
troops and the people of the 
village – God is good!
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After our time in Yerevan we then travelled north 
through the country to a place in the mountains 
called Alaverdi. The town is dominated by closed 
ex-communist factories and by the efflux from the 
Coppermine, which is about the only significant 
employer in the area.

Overall it is an astonishingly beautiful area and the 
contrast in fortunes of this stunning location in 
Armenia with what it would be like in the Alps for 
example is staggering.

We met in a local church, situated in an old 
Communist building with heating provided by metal 
box wood stoves – effective but they made me 
nervous with the little children wandering about. 
This was another congregation that was very open 
to the work of Jesus and the power of the Holy Spirit. 
As we did everywhere we taught on forgiveness 
as this was such a key topic aligned to the words 
we had received about the country. This was the 

second visit and a number of people shared that 
they had received inner healing after prayer during 
the visit of Flame International a year before. While 
we were there God continued to work in power 
amongst the lives of this church family. One lady 
testified that she had suffered terribly from fears and 
that her spirit was crushed and that this manifest 
itself physically in leg pain that was intolerable 
when she lay down at night. She shared that she had 
received prayer for her fears and her spirit and that 
when she lay down that night the pain was gone and 
she praised God for healing her.

During our stay in Alaverdi, we also took the 
opportunity to step aside briefly and visit the 
UNESCO World Heritage site at Haghpat Monastery 
which dates back to the Middle Ages. It was a 
profound experience to connect with an ancient 
site such as this while visiting the oldest Christian 
nation on earth (Armenia declared Christianity as 
the state religion in 301AD).

BURNING ISSUES
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end of our first day there. National Service is still a 
reality in Armenia and there is genuine fear amongst 
the people for the lives of the youngsters sent to 
the borders who are routinely engaged in low level 
conflict, particularly on the Azeri border. We prayed 
together with the congregation for the nation’s 
military and sharing in this act helped open doors 
with the young men who were present. The sense 
of God’s love for everyone was really felt there, and 
the pastor shared that it felt like being a little child 
arriving home to be stripped off by a loving mother – 
to have burdens lifted off and to be made clean. 

At the end of our visit we were invited back to the 
pastor’s house to share hospitality and the reality of 
the impact of the earthquake became even more real 
when we saw the adapted shipping container where 
he had lived with his family for 24 years before a 
new house was built for him. There are still people 
living in these containers even today. While we were 
at the house, a lady who had been with us during 
the day phoned to say that she had received prayer 
for goitre (a swelling of the thyroid gland) and that 
this had gone down but that there was still restricted 
movement of her tongue. She was asked whether 
she had possibly cursed anyone and not repented of 
doing that – when she confessed and repented she 
then told us that her tongue was completely free to 
move. This really emphasised to me the teaching 

Our next mission base was Vanadzor, back in the 
direction of Yerevan. We stayed in a church guest 
complex here, but our church visits were to Spitak (the 
town closest to the epicentre of the 1988 earthquake) 
and Amre Taza (a Yazidi village in the shadow of Mt. 
Aragats, the tallest mountain in Armenia).

In Spitak the local village churches had hired a hall to 
get more people together, situated in the centre of the 
town, which we used for two days. The third day we 
met together in one of the local house churches in a 
village called Djrashen. We were joined in Spitak by 
Ian and Gareth who arrived to film material to prepare 
new films for Flame International to use to explain 
the ministry. God moved among the people there in 
great power and this provided many testimonies for 
Ian and Gareth to capture for this work, which was a 
complete answer to the team’s prayers.

During the teaching in Spitak, we asked people for 
what things gave rise to ungodly fears and the list 
has a great deal in common with the responses 
we received in other Armenian locations. Things 
like death, war, poverty, authority, sickness, loss, 
loneliness and earthquakes are the very real 
fears in the minds of the people. We heard stories 
from people who were present in 1988 when the 
earthquake struck, many of whom were children at 
the time. They recalled being evacuated to Yerevan 
but seeing terrible things as they travelled out of an 
area in which between 25,000 and 50,000 people 
were killed and over 100,000 were injured. We heard 
testimonies from people who had been set free 
from fears, including the pastor of the church in 
Djrashen. We heard of God’s provision from a lady 
who had 1,100 Dram (£1.75) to her name and gave 
1,000 Dram in the collection; she got home to hear 
that her husband working in Russia was receiving a 
substantial salary increase.

It was humbling that God would use us in these 
ways in Spitak – we had the joy of hearing that five 
people came to know the Lord during our time there 
including Sergik whose wife Margaret had been 
praying earnestly for him and got him to come at the 

July 2018

21Armenia

40°10’37.9200” N   |   44° 30’ 12.5640” E     [LA] 40.177200  [LO] 44.503490



40°10’37.9200” N   |   44° 30’ 12.5640” E     [LA] 40.177200  [LO] 44.503490

BURNING ISSUES

22

BURNING ISSUES

Field Report

about the links between body, soul and spirit that we 
had been delivering – and the power of God to set 
people free.

Our final location on the mission before heading 
back to Yerevan to debrief and head home was in 
the Yazidi village of Amre Taza. The Yazidi religion 
is part of Kurdish culture and could be understood 
as one in which energy is spent in appeasing Satan 
because they know that God will bless them – this 
is a simplification but matches what we were told by 
the church pastor there in his conversion testimony.

As in other villages people came to offer forgiveness 
by nailing red disks to a wooden cross, and people 
were clearly set free during our time in this village. 
One of the team saw angels standing shoulder to 
shoulder around the walls of the church where we 
were meeting. We had a testimony from a man who 
had such severe stomach pain that he could not 
smile or talk and the pains were spreading right 
through him – after prayer the pains had gone 
and he was filled with joy. We also heard how God 
continues to work after the Flame team have moved 
on, because this was another location that had been 
visited the previous year. A lady had come during 
the previous mission for prayer for her marriage that 
was on the verge of breaking up and she came to 
tell us that the love had been rekindled and now the 
relationship was filled with joy! As we left Amre Taza 
we were asked to pray for the pastor and for the 
mayor of the village – it is so encouraging that God 
has raised up strong people of faith to be leaders in 
this community.

We covered a lot of ground in Armenia under the 
cover and authority of the Lord Jesus and we were 
privileged to see the fruit of God’s work through the 
Holy Spirit. We were so very blessed by all of our 
hosts and it was purest joy to be trusted to share 
God’s love with the people we met and pray with 
them. Of all the members of the team, it was Charity 
who caused the greatest stir wherever we went 
because for many of our Armenian friends she was 
the first african person they had ever seen – and so 
she enjoyed something of celebrity status!

One sight that had been missed while in Yerevan 
was gifted to us at the airport on our way home. 
Mount Ararat, the traditional landing place of 
Noah’s Ark, once lay within Greater Armenia but 
is now across the border in Turkey. The loss of 
this landmark is another source of national pain 
to Armenia, particularly as it is clearly visible from 
Yerevan when the weather is suitable.

I did not know what to expect on this mission – but 
I did expect to come away changed and praise 
God that is what has happened. Changed by my 
new-found love for this country, changed by the 
bolstering of faith that comes when working 
alongside the Holy Spirit to minister in Jesus name, 
changed because I have new brothers, sisters, 
friends that I didn’t know before and who have 
enriched me.

I do know that I didn’t expect to see a supermarket 
baker plunge headfirst into an oven to stick 
traditional Armenian bread in it to cook!!

So if you feel a little tug towards getting out ‘there’ 
to do ‘something’, I encourage you to ask God 
whether that little tug is the call to mission with 
Flame International. Please, please pray for Armenia 

– great things have been reported in the news 
since we returned with the election of a new prime 
minister who is reportedly a committed Christian. 
And please be encouraged to support Flame 
missions with your prayers – they really do make all 
the difference. Richard Hutchins 
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The Forge has got off to a great start with 
31 delegates and a committed team. The 
discipleship stream began by looking at Jesus’ 
approach to training His disciples; that of a 
master craftsman with his apprentices. The 
model Jesus used so often was: 

•  I do, you watch

• I do, you help

• You do, I support 

• Go and do

We aim to use the same approach in the prayer 
ministry stream on the Forge. Each small group 
has an experienced facilitator who models the 
use of the various prayer ministry ‘tools’ that 
we teach. The delegates will then have the 
opportunity to use the various ‘tools’ as they 
minister to one another in the small groups, 
with the help of the facilitator.  So far the 
‘tools’ we have covered are foundations of our 
faith, Holy Spirit, listening to God and others, 
forgiveness, healing our human spirits, the 
importance of our beliefs, and freedom from 
fear and there is much more to come…

Flame has always highly valued the power of 
prayer. Hence we have asked each delegate to 
find two people who will pray for them while 
they are on the Forge and someone to mentor 
them in their spiritual development, and perhaps 
help with their ‘homework’ activities! The next 
steps of this journey of transformation are 
looking at key aspects of establishing Kingdom 
Culture in our own lives and when on mission. 

In order to provide vital prayer support for the 
Forge and Flame’s work in the UK, we have  
established the Bellows, a prayer team who 
will ‘fan into flame the gift of God’. This team 
receive an email of prayer points a week or so 
before an event. If you want to join the Bellows 
team then please email the office, admin@
flameinternational.org. 

Looking forward we are highly expectant about 
all the Lord will do through the Forge, in the 
lives of individuals and on Flame missions! 
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24 A Day I Won’t Forget
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My husband and I emigrated to mainland 
Europe in 2014 and we entered a deeply 
challenging few years. When we returned 
home I started to reflect on a small job 
or role for me to do that took me outside 
the demands of family life. My husband 
suggested that I contact Jan and offer myself 
as a volunteer in the Flame office as we live 
in Aldershot. However, by the time we got 
to January 2017 I was very poorly. This was 
largely due to the extreme levels of stress and 
severe sleep deprivation wrought by living 
overseas, pregnancy and motherhood and 
caring for my mother suffering from cancer. I 
didn’t think I could hold down any sort of job, 
either emotionally or physically so I will never 
forget that morning when I woke up in such a 
state of despair regarding my circumstances.

In that place of hopelessness I recalled that 
I had been given the word ‘build’ from the 
Lord three times in the previous few weeks 
so I emailed Jan. It might sound small to  
the reader, but to me at the time, it was 
huge. To this day, I believe that in acting 
in faith on that word from the Lord, when 
my body and feelings were telling me the 
opposite, I started walking into the healing 

that God had ahead for me. Of course, I 
won’t ever know for certain, but I believe 
that if I hadn’t sent that email I may well 
have stayed far longer in that place of 
despair, illness and hopelessness.

Jan’s response was positive and I started 
working in the Flame office for six hours a 
week from around March 2017, and we have 
gradually worked out over time how my skills 
best fit into the team. I am really enjoying 
developing the website, working on social 
media, cutting, laminating, attending team 
meetings, prayer days, the conference, book 
keeping, GDPR and lots more. Slowly, or 
perhaps quite rapidly, I have been assimilated 
into the Flame office team and this has 
been such a privilege and joy to me. I am 
showered in the blessing of friendship and 
by being surrounded by a wonderful group of 
believers who I honour, admire and respect… 
how I love to see my administrative and IT 
skills be intertwined with supernatural, faith-
filled, Christ-centred, spirituality! Flame gives 
back to me far more than I could ever give to 
Flame. Isn’t that just what our wonderful God  
does for us? Thank goodness I sent that 
email on that very difficult but memorable day! 
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Embers glow very hot, sometimes as hot as the fire which created them. They radiate a 
substantial amount of heat long after the fire has gone out, and can rekindle a fire that 
is thought to be completely extinguished. Please consider leaving us a gift in your will 
that will help keep the Flame fires burning for generations to come.  

HOW? - If you would like to leave a gift in your Will to continue the work of setting people 
free from the trauma of conflict, we recommend you consult a solicitor who can advise on 
wording to ensure that your wishes are carried out exactly as you want them to be.

You will need to take the following details with you:

Flame International, PO Box 424, Aldershot GU11 9ER 

Registered charity number 1096374 (England and Wales)

AN EXAMPLE OF WORDING - I leave [the sum of £X // my entire / an X% share of my 
residuary estate] for Flame International, PO Box 424, Aldershot GU11 9ER, registered charity 
number 1096374 (England and Wales), absolutely for its general charitable purposes and I 
declare that the receipt of the Administrator or other proper officer for the time being shall be 
a sufficient discharge to my executors.

FIND A SOLICITOR - The Law Society can help you find a solicitor in your area. For more 
information, call 020 7320 5650 or visit the Law Society website - www.lawsociety.org.uk

NEED TO KNOW MORE? - We understand that leaving a gift in your Will to Flame 
International is a very personal choice and we are here to help you with your special gift. 
If you would like to speak to someone about leaving a gift in your Will, please call 01252 
336509. We will be more than happy to help.

WE’D LIKE TO THANK YOU - If you have already remembered Flame International in your Will, 
or intend to in the future, we’d love to hear from you. Not only will this help us make plans for 
the future, but, more importantly, it means that we can thank you properly for your support. 
Anything you tell us will be confidential and not legally binding. We’d love to hear from you.
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 SOUTH SUDAN MISSION 
SPLA CHAPLINS
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Prayer and training day dates are subject to change so if you’d 
like to attend please book your place and get the latest info on our 
website. You will need to bring your own lunch to these events.

MISSION TRIPS 
Please contact the office if you would 
like to join any of these mission teams, 
receive prayer updates or to donate 
towards them.  

CONTACT US
   admin@flameinternational.org         

      01252 336509
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31  UGANDA MISSION 
NEXT GENERATION MINISTERING TO REFUGEES

MISSION TRAINING DAY
MAYBURY CENTRE, WEST STREET CHRISTIAN 
FELLOWSHIP, CREWE

  

Live for today
Plan for tomorrow

0151 632 7100   |  www.wgcfp.co.uk

WILLSON GRANGE LIMITED
3-4 The Quadrant  |  Hoylake  |  Wirral  |  CH47 2EE

Whatever your circumstances or time of life, Willson Grange provide 
expert financial advice to help you make the most of your money

FRIENDLY & PROFESSIONAL FINANCIAL ADVICE

Protecting You 
&  Your Family

Saving for Your 
Children’s Future

Retirement
Planning

Inheritance &
Estate Planning

InvestmentsSavingsExpert Financial
Advice

Helping Achieve your 
Lifestyle Goals

Willson Grange Ltd. represents only St. James’s Place Wealth Management plc (which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority) for the purpose of advising 
solely on the Group’s wealth management products and services, more details of which are set out on the Group’s website www.sjp.co.uk/products. 

The value of an investment with St. James’s Place will be directly linked to the performance of the 
funds selected and may fall as well as rise. You may get back less that the amount invested.

N
O

V HEALING DAY
ST PAULS CAMBERLEY, SURREY

21
J

U
L THE FORGE

4 NEXT GENERATION MISSION 
TRAINING DAY 
CAMBERLEY

15 THE FORGE

27O
C

T

MISSION TRAINING DAY
CAMBERLEY

6 HEALING DAY 
KINGSBRIDGE, DEVON

20 THE FORGE

3



TOP 10 COUNTDOWN 
Ways to get involved with us...

       #05  JOIN THE FAMILY
Join the Flame family and 
become a Flame Ambassador, 
sharing stories, news, events 
and spreading the word of 
God’s healing power in your 
local area.

 CALL TO  
 ACTION 

Our vision is to see people set free from the pain and 
trauma of war, terror or oppression – releasing God’s 
healing, forgiveness and reconciliation.

Registered Charity Number 1096374

Flame International, PO BOX 424, 
Aldershot, GU11 9ER

Tel: 01252 336509

flameinternational.org   
admin@flameinternational.org
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