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Welcome to the third edition in the series of Burning Issues for 2018 focusing 
on the role of healing in Flame International. In the first issue we looked at 

the healing of the human spirit, and last time we considered the healing of the 
human soul. In this issue we complete the series as we turn our attention to 
the healing of the human body. We pray that you’ll be encouraged and built 
up in your faith—and your practice—as you put these editions together and 

apply the teaching in your own situations.

WHEN JESUS LANDED AND SAW A LARGE CROWD, 
HE HAD COMPASSION ON THEM AND HEALED 

THEIR SICK.
MATTHEW 14:14

The second focus of this month’s edition is on ministry to the military. Flame 
was founded by retired officers from the British Army and a passion for seeing 
soldiers healed and restored continues to flow through the organisation. Flame 
has unique access to soldiers that others simply do not have, and this month’s 
field report comes from such an opportunity – to equip South Sudan’s brand 
new Army Chaplains with Flame’s ministry model into conflict trauma. We 

are also grateful to Rhett Parkinson for his inside take on why such ministry to 
soldiers is so important for them, and for peace and reconciliation.

Oh, and there’s something about a new set of Flame films due for release  
in early 2019!

I hope you enjoy all the articles from our range of contributors in this edition 
and have a wonderful Christmas and New Year.

Gareth Barton
BI Editor

Hello,
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In the last two editions of Burning 
Issues we have written about 
healing the human spirit and the 
soul. Finally I am writing about 
healing the human body and in the 
last edition Val indicated a number 
of times where the spirit and soul 
are healed, and very frequently our 
body also receives healing! 
Two of many stories in Flame 
International which demonstrate healing 
the body as a result of inner healing 
both relate to church leaders who had 
lost family at the hands of the Lord’s 
Resistance Army (LRA). The first was 
Canon Esbon from Nzara, South Sudan, 
whose wife had been kidnapped and 
murdered with a large club by the LRA. 
Canon Esbon, when we met him, carried 
a knife around to kill the next member 
of the LRA that he met. However after 
receiving teaching on forgiveness, 
releasing his judgement of the LRA to 
Jesus and nailing a red disc to the cross, 
which is how we ask our conference 
members to appropriate forgiveness, 
he stopped carrying a knife and on the 
following day came and did six press-
ups at the front of the church to show his 
back had been healed. The team did not 
know he had a bad back but friends and 

colleagues at the conference knew and 
the physical healing took place without a 
hand being laid upon him. 
The next healing took place in Lainya, 
South Sudan. Another Canon had lost 
many of his wider family in the war 
against north Sudan and had lost two 
sons at the hands of the LRA three 
months before our arrival. We asked if 
he could forgive the LRA and he was 
adamant he could not! After three days 
the Holy Spirit helped him to forgive and 
as he nailed his forgiveness to the cross, 
his frozen shoulder which he could not 
move was instantly healed.  He came 
with us to the marketplace and we could 
not stop him giving his testimony of 
healing even if we tried. He knew Jesus 
had sovereignly healed him on the inside 
and on the outside!
When we are on mission we nearly 
always pray for physical healing, but 
mostly after we have done all the 
teaching on inner healing and deliverance 
- it seems easier for the Lord to heal 
once individuals have got their personal 
lives in line with God’s word! There are 
things which seem to hinder healing, 
like unforgiveness, bitterness, unbelief 
and doubt. The first two testimonies 
demonstrate that if you cannot forgive, 
the Lord can withhold healing. The 
Lord so wants us to walk in holiness as 
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to maintain his or her healing? These steps 
are quite practical and simple to follow.’ 
This is so straightforward and so helpful 
when you first start to pray for healing. 
There is no formula for prayer, but it is 
helpful to have some insight into the 
condition and then allow the Holy Spirit 
to guide you! I will always remember I 
had not really prayed for healing before 
and a lady named Phyllis was at my 
mother’s hotel in 1997. She had chronic 
back pain and could not get out of bed on 
her own, she had to stand a lot because 
sitting was so painful. I was in a hurry 
when asked to pray but sort of followed 
the John Wimber advice and prayed for 
her back. She said she had tingling in her 
arms and I said, “Oh, that is good, it is 
likely to be the Holy Spirit”, but I forgot to 
ask how her back was! I had to fly from 
Southampton to Glasgow and rushed off 
to get my flight! As I walked through my 
front door in Glasgow the phone rang and 
my mother was saying enthusiastically, 
“Jan, Jan, Phyllis can touch her toes 
and her back is healed!” I was saying, 
“Of course” and “Praise the Lord”, but in 
reality I was completely dumbfounded 
because I had prayed but without a lot 
of faith! This healing taught me that it 
is not me that heals but Jesus! What it 
did do was increase my faith for healing 
and I have prayed with many people 
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Christians and will challenge us to get 
right with him and then he will loose  
his healing power. 

As I have been preparing to write this 
article, I was drawn to John Wimber’s 
book, ‘Power Healing’, and I commend 
it to you, it gives so much insight into 
the healing ministry. He says in Chapter 
2,  ‘I also learnt obedience to God’s 
word. In the past I had been able to get 
some good results without God’s help. 
But praying for the sick is different. 
I realised that I could get no results 
without God’s anointing. My job was 
to obey, pray and rely on his sovereign 
mercy; his part was to heal.’
In Matthew 10:5-15 and Luke 10:1-20 
Jesus commissioned the Twelve and 
the Seventy Two ‘to preach the Kingdom 
of heaven, heal the sick and drive out 
demons.’ We also have that commission 
and in Flame International we have the 
privilege of fulfilling it. 
How do we do this? John Wimber writes, 
‘that he developed steps to healing 
prayer. Each step attempts to answer a 
question about a sick person’s condition: 
What is the condition? What is its 
cause? How should I pray for it? What 
is happening to the person as I pray 
(keeping your eyes open)? When should I 
stop praying? What should the person do 
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since then, many of whom have been 
healed, but many have not been. I always 
remember Phyllis - it is my role to pray 
and it is Jesus’ sovereign will whether he 
heals or not! 

We must always rely on the Holy Spirit! 
We were in a barracks in Nzara, South 
Sudan and a solider was lining up for 
his shoulder to be healed. I laid hands 
on him and prayed my best prayers, 
but NOTHING happened! I spent a long 
time with him and was about to walk 
away when I heard a voice in my ear say 
“lengthen his arm”. I knew it was the 
Holy Spirit! So I asked him to put both 
arms out in front of him and one arm 
was about three inches shorter than 
the other. I commanded the short arm 
to lengthen in the name of Jesus, it just 
started lengthening! His arm/shoulder 
was healed! It felt like a miracle and the 
soldier knew Jesus had healed him! The 
Lord is just so amazing! 

We nearly always lay hands on people, as 
appropriate, or ask them to cover the area 
of sickness with their hands if it is not 
appropriate for the person administering 
the prayer to do so. Although we always 
ask permission, the important thing is to 
maintain their dignity and privacy and not 
override their free will. The prayers may 
vary greatly between intercession, words 

of command, words of pronouncement 
or even getting the person to pray 
themselves. As we pray we listen to 
instruction from the Holy Spirit and ask 
them how they are feeling. When Flame 
are on mission we often do not have 
enough interpreters so the team are 
completely reliant on the Holy Spirit. We 
ask the participants to put their hands on 
the painful part and we just pray as the 
Holy Spirit directs but always caring for 
the individual for whom we are praying. 
Our heart in Flame International is to 
demonstrate God’s love and pray in faith 
for both inner healing (that is our main 
ministry) and then physical healing.  We 
were in Nimule, South Sudan and we 
realised the Lord had given an anointing 
to heal eyes. Afterwards we asked how 
many people had their eyes healed and 
21 people had their eyesight improved! 
When you are part of a team it is thrilling 
to know the Lord uses us all for his glory 
and for the strengthening of the body of 
Christ. The Lord is sovereign! Sometimes 
we feel as if we are walking through the 
book of Acts and a frequent verse that is 
given to us is Acts 4:30 “Stretch out your 
hand to heal and perform miraculous 
signs and wonders through the name of 
your holy servant Jesus.” This has the 
ability to raise our faith and to stretch 
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forth our hands and pray, pray and pray! I 
am still quietly waiting to see Jesus raise 
someone from the dead, he is able and I 
pray we will have faith to pray. 

Hebrews 11:1 ‘Now faith is confidence in 
what we hope for and assurance about 
what we do not see.’ I pray that as we 
read this article all of us would grow in 
faith to bring healing to those around 
us, and please pray that our teams who 
go overseas will be praying in faith in 
the power of the Holy Spirit to bring his 
healing touch and love to those to whom 
we minister!  Jan Ransom 
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11Rhett Parkinson

Being a soldier is a unique 
profession: there are few other 
employers that effectively require 
you to pay the ultimate sacrifice and 
none that require the taking of another 
person’s life. They are required to go 
anywhere, at any time and to follow 
orders. Since they carry weapons and 
use lethal force, they can both cause 
much suffering but also be recipients 
of significant trauma be it physical, 
emotional or psychological. 

Soldiers (should) follow the orders 
of the government of their nation. As 
Carl von Clausewitz astutely observed, 
‘War is a continuation of politics by 
other means.’ Paul effectively extends 
this thought in his passage in Romans 
13 (v1-6) where he links submission to 
authority to the means of exercising 
that authority in verse 6: ‘for rulers do 
not bear the sword for no reason.’

Soldiers, both good and bad, appear 
throughout both the Old and New 
Testaments. Many are used by God to 
achieve miraculous victories, such as 
Joshua, Gideon and King David. Whilst 
there are soldiers who do not appear in 
a good light in the New Testament, such 
as Herod’s soldiers who slaughtered 
the baby boys under two in Bethlehem 
and the soldiers who flogged and 
mocked Jesus, there are many more 
who had significant encounters with 
Jesus and his disciples.

Early in John the Baptist’s ministry, 
soldiers asked him, having been 
baptised, ‘And what should we do?’ 
He replied, ‘Don’t extort money and 
don’t accuse people falsely – be 
content with your pay.’ (NIV UK Luke 
3:14). Interestingly, he does not say, 
‘Leave the Army as your profession 
is incompatible with serving God!’ 
Instead he effectively instructs them 
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not to abuse their power, which many 
were inclined to do, not least to extort 
money to supplement their wages.

Jesus’ interactions with soldiers are 
also insightful. Luke 7:1-10 tells the 
story of the faithful centurion who, 
after asking Jesus to come and heal 
his dying servant, says he understands 
authority and knows Jesus just has to 
say the word and his servant will be 
healed. On hearing this, Jesus turns 
to the crowd and says (in verse 9), ‘I 
tell you, I have not found such great 
faith even in Israel.’ The next centurion 
of note is the one in charge of Jesus’ 
execution detail. Having endured the 
three hours of darkness and seen how 
he had died, he is recorded as saying 
in Mark 15:38, ‘Surely this man was 
the Son of God!’ The last significant 
soldier of note is Cornelius, arguably 
the first non-Jewish follower of Jesus. 
His story is told in detail in Acts 10.

So, what of the modern soldier? The 
battlefield in the twenty first century 
is becoming ever more complex, 
and the weapons systems and their 
effects are more devastating than 
at any time in history. In addition to 
adapting to these changes, soldiers 
are rightly required to comply with 
stringent Rules of Engagement, often 
in the 24/7 glare of the modern media. 
Whilst these might be more stringent 
and ubiquitous in the West, they apply 
to all soldiers everywhere. Of course, 
the nature of man has not really 
changed since the earliest recorded 
battles, and these result in bloodshed 
and trauma. This can be meted out by 
soldiers, but it is also often soldiers 
who, by the very nature of their job, 
are also sufferers.

Flame International is headed up by 
soldier, retired Lt Col Jan Ransom, and 
numerous mission trips have been led 
by another: retired Brig Val Batchelor. 
It should therefore come as no 
surprise that reaching out to soldiers 
has been part of Flame’s ministry. 
This has resulted in some amazing 
God given opportunities to reach out 
to those serving both in the Sudanese 
People’s Liberation Army (SPLA) and 
also those in the Armenian Army. 
After years of ministering to those 
who suffered at the hands of soldiers 
on all sides, Flame has recently 
been invited and has now started, 
conducting peace and reconciliation 
training to the SPLA Chaplains. As 
with all Flame’s training, it often 
begins with teaching about, and then 
appropriating, forgiveness. Many 
Chaplains in the SPLA are untrained 
and were picked out of the ranks of 
those in their unit, either randomly or 
because they professed some level 
of faith. Many of them have been 
both the perpetrators of atrocities 
and also on the receiving end of 
atrocities. They therefore need both to 
receive forgiveness and also choose 
to forgive others. This then unlocks 
reconciliation. They are also taught on 
‘Healing the Land’ as they are placed 
in positions of spiritual authority and 
can stand in the gap, asking for God’s 
forgiveness for past sins and breaking 
the power of any curses.

Perhaps another ‘benefit’ the church 
could gain from engaging with 
soldiers is the lessons that military 
men and women can teach that cross 
over from their profession that are 
applicable to us as Christians. We 
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are after all aiming to be obedient 
to God, as Paul implores the young 
Timothy (2 Timothy 2:3-4), ‘like a good 
soldier of Christ Jesus…[trying] to 
please his commanding officer.’ Paul 
often resorts to military terminology, 
whether it is the armour we wear 
in our spiritual fight (Ephesians 
6:10-20) or to colleagues such as 
Epaphroditus (Philippians 2:25) and 
Archippus (Philemon 1:2), his fellow 
soldiers. Soldiers also train for war 
and understand how to plan and to 
fight an enemy. Perhaps this 
is something we could learn 
from, both as individuals and 
as a church. Learning to 
‘train hard, fight easy’ (as the 
saying goes) would enable 
us ‘to stand [our] ground, 
and after [we] have done 
everything, to stand.’ 
(Ephesians 6:13)

Rhett Parkinson

In conclusion, soldiers can be 
agents to bring peace and stability in 
troubled areas of the world. They are 
however the cause of much suffering, 
but are also often deeply traumatised 
by conflict themselves. There is 
therefore a profound need for Flame’s 
ministry and ultimately the Lord’s 
healing. Surely the Lord Jesus, were 
he walking the earth today, would 
be found ministering to these deeply 
troubled and hard to reach individuals?  

 Rhett Parkinson



How a moment can transform even 
the darkest of days.

There are times as a photographer 
when the smallest glimpse, the 
faintest hint, often in the briefest of 
moments, can catch your breath 
and make your surroundings 
evaporate. And for me it’s always 
been the beauty of people.

I remember attending a Flame 
conference in the UK held in a lovely 
country retreat. I woke one autumn 
morning to beautiful gardens 
covered in mist, the sun rising to 
create a magical view of the stone 
bridge over the glistening river. And I 
recall wondering why I wasn’t diving 
into my camera bag to capture the 
scene. The answer came as I sat 
down to breakfast with some of 
Flame’s amazing supporters. “Ah” I 
thought, “here’s the beauty I’ve been 
looking for”.

This photograph was taken during 
a tea break in Juba, South Sudan. 
The Flame team had been teaching 
military chaplains in one of the 
toughest environments they visit 
and I was struggling to come to 
terms with one man’s testimony of 
witnessing horrors in Darfur that I 
don’t feel able to share. 

One of the local team providing 
hospitality came from the kitchens 
with a tray of hot drinks, and just 
the simple line of her profiled 
face struck me so profoundly and 
reminded me of the grace of God, 
the beauty of his creation, and the 
hope we have in him.

Gareth Barton  
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It’s been almost ten years since we produced our last film, Walking 
with the Broken. That 13 minute film made such an impact and 
we’ve used it everywhere we go to great effect. But it’s now become 
quite outdated and there has been a growing appetite for us to 
capture the up to date work of the organisation across the variety of 
environments in which we minister. So, we’re excited to announce 
that we’ve been working throughout this year on the production of 
five new films. Yes, five!

In January this year we commissioned Spread Creative in 
association with Panvista Productions to travel with our teams to 
Armenia, Jordan, South Sudan and Uganda. Both Gareth at Spread 
and Ian at Panvista (pictured here in the Jordanian desert) know our 
work well and they are creating something very special for us. There 
are four films profiling our work overseas and one that features an 
interview with founder Jan Ransom as she explains the very latest 
how, what, where and why of Flame’s ministry.

Each film will be around five to six minutes long providing us with 
a huge range of opportunity to use them across all platforms, 
including the latest social media environments as well as churches 
and events. The films will be very shareable and we hope that if 
someone sees one film, they’ll want to see them all! In total that’ll 
amount to twice as much content as Walking with the Broken.

The films are currently in post production and we’ll announce their 
launch date as soon as possible. We’ll have a dedicated web page 
for them and put them out across all our channels. So watch this 
space and pray for God to move people to action as they get a look 
at the wonderful work he has called us to do with him.

FILMS
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SOUTH SUDAN SPLA

MASON TISH
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In 2016, on mission in 
Torit, South Sudan, I felt 
the Lord was saying to 
me that I would not be 
coming again. I was sad 
because I love being in 
Africa, and being part of 
a Flame team in mission 
is a special privilege.  
I did not know that 
several weeks later a 
close relative would fall, 
spend three months in 
hospital, and be unable 
to return to independent 
living. The Lord 
graciously forewarned 
me and protected me 
from over committing 
my time.

Two years on, with the relative 
happily settled in a supported 
living environment, I felt once 
again the call on my life to go 
to South Sudan, a country I 
have grown to love despite the 
challenges of conflict, corruption, 
betrayal, destruction, and famine. 
This has been the everyday 
experience of the South Sudanese 
since the start of the civil war 
with Khartoum in the 1950’s and 
especially since the tribal conflict 
that has erupted following 
independence in 2011.

The mission was challenging 
from the start. We had expected 
a day’s rest on Monday 2nd 
July following our arrival on 
Sunday afternoon but, due to a 
misunderstanding, we learned 
that the delegates were arriving at 
8am on the Monday. Fortunately, 
all of us had experience of 
South Sudan or the surrounding 
countries, but we did not have 

time to bond as a team, as we 
had arrived on three different 
flights. We had to trust each other 
and the Lord to stay in unity and 
go head first into a high-pressure 
conference. We had sixty SPLA 
(Sudan People’s Liberation Army) 
chaplains, where we had expected 
fifty, and there was some loss of 
time while administrative issues 
were sorted out efficiently.

I was too busy to take note 
of each of the words our 
intercessors sent, except for a 
comforting awareness that the 
Lord was building us up and 
reassuring us. Looking back 
now I can see that four of the 
references were to the gates or 
doors being open (Isaiah 45:2 
twice, Psalm 24:7, Luke 11:9).
There was also a picture of an 
empty garment on a washing 
line being filled by the Holy Spirit, 
which I found personally very 
encouraging. There was another 
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picture of a V formation of geese 
flying through the sky, leading the 
nation towards peace.

July 1st, 2018 was a significant 
time to arrive in Juba. Four 
days earlier a peace treaty had 
been signed in Khartoum by 
President Kiir of South Sudan 
and the former vice president 
Riek Machar, in the presence of 
President Yoweri Museveni of 
Uganda and President Omar al-
Bashir of Sudan. While we were 
in Juba a cease fire was agreed. 
Archbishop Justin Badi Arama 
picked up on this news when he 
opened the conference, speaking 
in Arabic but summarised in 
English for our benefit. He said 
that peace is a long journey 
starting from the mind and 

travelling to the heart, whether it 
drops on paper or on behaviour. 
He said “My prayer is that the 
teaching you will get is a privilege. 
Pray that God will use you for 
transformation.”

The Archbishop’s plea to the 
chaplains was reiterated in  
the words we received from  
our intercessors.

• Ezekiel 39:8 says: ‘Behold it is 
come and it is done. This is the day 
whereof I have spoken’. I see the 
chaplains as God’s agents in 
fulfilling Ezekiel 39 for South Sudan.

• Psalm 24. South Sudan is the 
Lord’s and everything in it; the 
whole nation and all who live in it. 
This morning I was struck by the 
thought of a generation who seek 

God’s face, after a generation (or 
more) who have fought.

• Isaiah 35. The whole chapter is 
such a picture of healing both of 
individuals and of the land, and I 
pray that it will be a prophecy for 
both the chaplains and for South 
Sudan following the teaching that 
Jan and the team have given.

There were also words of 
refreshment for the team, 
particularly as we came to the end 
of a tiring week, and this was 
hugely encouraging, and enabled 
us to rest properly when we did 
get a day off on Saturday 7th.

The Flame film crew were with us 
on Tuesday 3rd July and filmed 
the teaching on Ungodly Linking. 
The chaplains responded to 
many of the dramas with laughter 
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but also with thoughtfulness and reflection. The 
dramas about how ungodly links can affect our 
relationships – some of you will have seen or taken 
part in the always popular marriage drama – were 
no exception. Our cultures may differ but ungodly 
spiritual ties with mothers-in-law and former 
partners seem universal!

On Wednesday the film crew asked if the chaplains 
would be willing to worship outside on the red soil of 
South Sudan. This was the highlight of the trip for me. 
They graciously assented to the request and we all 
trooped outside for the ever-popular South Sudanese 
chorus ‘Number one, Jesus number one’. (There are 
commercial versions on YouTube). The chaplains 
sang, danced, stamped and clapped with abundant 
energy. Some of the women chaplains were ululating. 
The red dust of South Sudan rose like flames around 
them. It was an incredible moment. The film crew 
were in the midst of this, filming the chaplains’ boots 
as they danced and made the dust rise. The senior 
chaplain, Pastor Benjamin, was very moved by the 
experience. I believe it was a prophetic act.

There were many testimonies during the week; 
some of these were physical – healing of back 
pain, a heart condition, a dislocated knee, pain 
from a broken wrist, discomfort from four broken 
ribs, all healed. Others were healed from emotional 
or psychological pain – comfort in bereavement, 
release from anxiety about a sick wife, fear of going 
to an area where there are militias. There was 
also spiritual healing – forgiveness of deep hurts, 
bitterness about robbery and violence, release from 
anger, cutting free from generational influences. 
To give a specific example, the spokesman for 
three chaplains from Darfur, who saw their villages 
attacked and their people driven out said, ‘We in the 
SPLA know we are sinners. The teaching is practical. 
We can teach our people.’  

At the closing ceremony on Friday 6th July the 
Archbishop gave thanks for the commitment of 
Flame. He reminded us that Jesus’ final commission 
was ,‘Go and make disciples of all nations.’ He 

told the chaplains, “Revival is our aim. For revival 
we need to prepare people by healing injury in 
body, soul and spirit. Many do not know that, so 
you are commissioned. Everyone in the country is 
traumatised. Politicians are traumatised.” He spoke 
of the Parable of the Talents and warned them not 
to be the one who buried their talent but the ones 
who made use of their talents and to whom Jesus 
said, “Well done.” He added, “The nation became 
independent and then fell sick. Flame will not be 
going to the units. They will come back to sharpen 
you, then you go.” 

Sixty Bibles were given out to the chaplains in 
Zande, Dinka, Moro, Arabic and English.

During the week many of the interviews with 
politicians and other leaders on South Sudan 
television were about the importance of forgiveness 
and reconciliation. On Sunday 8th we preached on 
Forgiveness at the cathedral and four local churches. 
Unknown to us the preaching at one of the churches 
was recorded and Pastor Jackson confirmed that it 
went out on Radio South Sudan that evening. Praise 
the Lord, he did indeed open doors. 

The following week we delivered a two-day teaching 
session to sixty pastors from Juba diocese. 
Monday 9th was a day of prayer for peace. At 
each break we declared peace over South Sudan 
and proclaimed that Jesus is Lord. Many of the 
pastors were healed from physical, emotional 
and spiritual tensions. For example, one man who 
said he felt as though a fishbone was stuck in his 
throat found that the feeling was gone after prayer; 
a pastor who had experienced early deaths in his 
family found fellowship and release. The pastors 
were initially passive and withdrawn but by the 
end of the two days they had released emotional 
pain and anger. One of the delegates thanked us 
at the closing ceremony and said how much they 
appreciated the Flame teaching. He mentioned 
particularly the drama about how fear traps our 
arms and legs so that we cannot move, but in 
Jesus name we can break this fear in the spiritual 
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realm. The Archbishop’s closing words were that 
Church leaders are now equipped with teaching they 
can use. He encouraged them to try to ‘be Flame 
International’ in their community. He said, “The 
challenge is reconciling prayer for forgiveness so 
that the peace people are yearning for can hold and 
people can be healed.”

On Wednesday 11th, ninety Mother’s Union 
members came for a one-day workshop. Once 
again many were healed. A lady who felt unwell 
nailed a disc onto the cross and later said that she 
felt well. We did not have enough bottles for the 
release of anger by stamping on them, so we took in 
cardboard boxes and the ladies passed them round 
very gently, and then ripped them into shreds! We 
prayed for them individually to lift off fear, anger and 
generational influences!

On the final day we took food to the prison. We 
were offered a 45 minute slot, which we knew was 
not enough. We prayed and five minutes later the 
lead pastor returned to say that we could have an 
hour and a half with the men and the same with 
the women. We taught on Foundations and the Fall, 
Forgiveness, Fear, and Generational Iniquity and 
prayed for 180 men, many of whom were young boys, 
and 28 women, several of whom had young children 
with them. We then had a brief but positive meeting 
with the Brigadier General in charge of the prison.

‘Now to him who is able to do immeasurably 
more than all we ask or imagine, according to 
his power that is at work within us, to him be 
glory” Eph. 3:20-21.

Tish Mason coordinates the Ambassadors’ network for 
Flame International. She has been on mission four times 
and writes on South Sudan www.mariaofsouthsudan.
wordpress.com
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The Forge22

BURNING ISSUES

Our first year of The Forge completes on 24 
November 2018, and we are delighted with how 
the discipleship programme has touched and 
changed lives. 

Twenty nine delegates have been through the 
first year where God has been shaping, refining, 
reforming, sharpening, and strengthening as 
each student is prepared for mission.

We look ahead with excitement as Year 2 re-
forms on 9 March 2019 with a fresh programme 
of teaching and ministry. A brand-new Year 1 
will run alongside, on the same dates, but with 
its own challenging programme. 

OUR FIRST 
YEAR

“See, it is I who created 
the blacksmith who fans 
the coals into flame and 
forges a weapon fit for its 
work. And it is I who have 
created the destroyer to 
wreak havoc; no weapon 
forged against you will 
prevail, and you will 
refute every tongue that 
accuses you. This is the 
heritage of the servants 
of the Lord, and this is 
their vindication from me,” 
declares the Lord.

Isaiah 54:16-17

SHAPING               FOR LIFE



BOOKNOW

23Discipleship

THE FORGE is for all ages with an emphasis 
towards young adults. Anyone may apply to 
attend but Flame International reserves the right 
to filter and apply restrictions. 

There is the option for those with suitable 
experience to join the second year of the Forge, 
without having completed the first year.

The course uses a two-year delivery cycle, 
consisting of 14 one-day modules, seven  
each year.

All modules take place at St Paul’s, Crawley 
Ridge, Camberley, Surrey, GU15 2AD   
from 9.30am – 4.30pm on the following days:  

Saturday 9th March

Saturday 13th April  

Saturday 11th May 

Saturday 8th June   

Saturday 13th July

Saturday 21st September 

Saturday 12th October 

Book now for 2019 and be blessed, challenged, 
nurtured and enabled; whether for mission 
overseas or in your home area. 
 
Cost: £15 per day

Contact: brenda@flameinternational.org

2019 COURSE
INFO

I had a dream a few days before I went along to 
my third Forge. In my dream I was in a derelict 
house trying to take shelter from a terrible storm 
that was raging around me. My ex-husband was 
there too, and as much as I looked for shelter 
from him or the house, the wind whipped through 
the window and through the roof and caught me. 
The wind represented poverty and lack of money, 
and fear gripped my heart. I awoke in a state of 
shock and realisation that I had a deep paralysing 
gut wrenching fear of having no money. I prayed 
about the dream and the Lord reminded me of 
Malachi 3v10-11 about bringing a tithe to the 
Lord and how God will pour out such a blessing 
and rebuke the devourer.

A few days later, at the Forge there was teaching 
about ungodly fear and how fear can enter your 
lives through inherited fear or past traumatic and 
fearful experiences, and that a spirit of fear could 
have taken root!  

When we broke into smaller groups to practice 
prayer ministry the group prayed for me. I forgave 
my ex-husband for never working and repented 
of being self-sufficient. This then cleared the way 
for the team to cast out the spirit of fear in Jesus’ 
name. I felt it come up into my chest, neck and 
then to my head and apparently my face changed 
to one of absolute fear and then it was GONE! I 
cried and cried and the Holy Spirit brought healing 
and comfort, and I felt a weight had been lifted 
off of me.

The next day at church, I was praying with an 
elder for a lady who was depressed and felt she 
couldn’t cope any more. Following the teaching 
of the Forge, I asked the Holy Spirit to guide us 
as we prayed. I asked God to show us the roots 
of the depression which He did. We prayed into 
these. Then the Lord showed there was a spirit 
of fear and anxiety in her. With her agreement 
I commanded the spirits to come out in Jesus’ 
name, which they did. Then we prayed for the 
Holy Spirit to minister comfort and healing.

DELEGATE’S  
TESTIMONY

November 2018

Straight away the lady said she felt lighter and 
she was full of the joy of the Lord - and to this 
day her life has been transformed and the fog 
and depression has gone. Hallelujah!

To finish off this testimony, I have since reduced 
my hours at work to allow me to do more ministry.  
This is something I have felt led to do but would 
not have been able to do, prior to the ministry 
training at The Forge. Hallelujah, God is good! 
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BURNING ISSUES

We’re heading back to Big 
Church Day Out! 
 
After another amazing Campsite Café 
this year and additional hot drinks 
points, we’ve been invited to run it 
again! Our teams work hard and play 
hard as they promote our ministry, 
so if you fancy a fun weekend then 
come and join the café, hosts or  
set-up teams.

Each team member will get a free 
ticket for Big Church Day Out to 
enjoy the fun in your spare time. 
Successful applicants will need to 
provide their own transport, food and 
accommodation either in the form of  
a tent/caravan for camping on-site 
(free) or a B&B off-site if camping is 
not your thing (you would have  to 
book and pay for this yourself).

CONTACT US TO FIND OUT MORE 
ABOUT THIS EVENT AND HOW TO APPLY

   admin@flameinternational.org      

      01252 336509

JOIN
OUR
TEAMS!
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INTERNATIONAL 
CONFERENCE

29TH NOV - 1ST DEC 2019

CALL 01252 336509 OR EMAIL ADMIN@FLAMEINTERNATIONAL.ORG TO BOOK!

We will be gathering at High Leigh in Hoddesdon, 
Hertfordshire for a weekend of fellowship and seminars 
with our guest speakers Ken Symington (Christian 
Restoration in Ireland and one of Flame’s Pastors) and 
the Primate of South Sudan Archbishop Justin Badi 
Arama (TBC) 

Early Bird Deal!    Weekend tickets (per person):

• £149 per person (en suite - single,  
double or twin rooms are available)

• £119 per person (standard - single  
rooms only) 

Secure your place(s) now with a minimum 25% deposit 
(£38/£30) and paying balance by 22 March 2019

Book by 14 December 2018 to benefit from the early 
bird deal.
This Early Bird covers only the food and 
accommodation charges, not any speaker or 
administrative costs.There will be a freewill offering, 
allowing delegates to bless our speaker(s) and the 
ministry of Flame International.

Archbishop Justin Badi Arama
(TBC)

Ken Symington 

Your Kingdom Come
Join us for the Flame International  
supporters’ weekend!



Saturday 28th January 2017 was certainly I day 
I won’t forget!  But my story doesn’t start there.  
My journey with Flame International began, 
you could say, several years before that when a 
church friend of mine said to me: “you should 
check out Flame International – they’re right up 
your street”.  He said that because of my military 
background and the beginnings of a call from God 
into the mission field.  

I spent 12 years in the Army Reserves – 4 with 
Exeter UOTC, 5 with 131 Commando Engineers, 
and then 3 years in Exeter helping to train new 
recruits in the Army Reserves.  I’ve never been on 
operations, so it can sometimes be tempting to 
ask myself “what was the point of it all?”. But as 
I look back I can see how God is now using all of 
that training as I serve with Youth With A Mission 
(YWAM) in Northern Uganda.

A year or two after that first friend suggested I 
should check out Flame International, and I had 
done nothing about it, God gave me another nudge, 

from another friend at church.  “You should really 
check out Flame International, Chris, I’m sure 
they’d be right up your street”.  I told him the same 
thing that I told the first friend: “Thanks, I’ll check 
them out!”. And I did exactly the same thing I did 
first time… nothing.  A year or so later God gave 
me another nudge, using almost exactly the same 
words from a third friend at church. I said, and did, 
exactly as I had done on two previous occasions! 

The final nudge came only a couple of weeks 
later, in the form of a red Flame International 
travel cup which had been left in my bathroom!  
To this day, I still don’t know how it got there 
– none of my housemates had even heard of 
Flame International!  But as I stood brushing my 
teeth, looking down at this mysteriously placed 
red travel cup, I decided that now really was the 
time to check out Flame International! 

When I clicked onto the Flame International 
website I soon realised what every messenger 
had been telling me – that Flame International 
was right up my street!  But Camberley?!  “That’s 
a long way to go just for a training day”, I 
thought.  Until I saw the date: Saturday 28th 
January 2017.  It was the only day that year that 
I would have gone.  It happened to find me in 
the middle of a training course with the Royal 
Engineers at Gibraltar Barracks, Camberley, with 
nothing else to do!

As I arrived at St Paul’s church in Camberley 
and met Jan, I immediately knew that I was not 
here by accident, and that there was a reason 
why God had arranged this day as He had.  As I 
listened to the teaching, learnt about the places 
they had been and the stories they told, I felt 
such a strong connection to the vision and 
heart of Flame International.  And I was excited 
to see that the dates of their upcoming Next 
Generation mission to Northern Uganda fitted 
perfectly with my existing plans to travel to 
Tanzania for my Discipleship Training School 
with YWAM.  The rest, as they say, is history.  
I continue to love and support the work that 
Flame do, and would encourage anyone reading 
this, hearing about Flame for the first time, 
to do what I (eventually) did – and check out 
Flame International!

BURNING ISSUES

chris harvey

26 A Day I Won’t Forget

A DAY I  
WON T 
FORGET!



WHAT’S ON

Prayer and training day dates are subject to change so if you’d 
like to attend please book your place and get the latest info on our 
website. You will need to bring your own lunch to these events.

MISSION TRIPS 
Please contact the office if you would 
like to join any of these mission teams, 
receive prayer updates or to donate 
towards them.  

CONTACT US
   admin@flameinternational.org         

      01252 336509
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TOP 10 COUNTDOWN 
Ways to get involved with us...

  #04  JOIN THE TEAMS
Join the Flame teams as we 
head to Big Church Day Out 
2019 and help us promote 

our ministry and serve coffee 
(or chocolate mountains!)

 CALL TO  
 ACTION 

Our vision is to see people set free from the pain and 
trauma of war, terror or oppression – releasing God’s 
healing, forgiveness and reconciliation.

Registered Charity Number 1096374

Flame International, PO BOX 424, 
Aldershot, GU11 9ER

Tel: 01252 336509

flameinternational.org   
admin@flameinternational.org

FLAME


