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Welcome to the first edition in this series of Burning Issues for 2019 focusing on the 
end times and Christ’s return – a subject close to the heart of founder Jan Ransom and 
the Flame trustees. Jan opens this series with a look at the signs of the end times and 

encourages us to be alert to what is happening both around us and in the rest of the world.

THEREFORE KEEP WATCH, BECAUSE YOU DO NOT 
KNOW ON WHAT DAY YOUR LORD WILL COME

MATTHEW 24:42

The whole team here at Flame International would like to say a huge THANK YOU to the 
folk for the £10,937 raised from the SPLA Chaplains Appeal.  We had such an amazing 

response to our Christmas appeal, which will make a huge difference to South Sudan as we 
continue our ministry to the chaplains. Thanks, once again!

When we asked Ken Symington to write an article on prayer last year he sent us two! We’ve 
been waiting for the right time to publish this second article, and his theme of  ‘getting 

serious about prayer’ follows on from Jan’s opener so perfectly that we’ve included it here.

 Put May 16 in your diary! (See p16)

Our amazing Next Generation team recently visited two refugee camps in northern 
Uganda to minister and teach among the young people who have fled the fighting in South 

Sudan, and I know you’ll be encouraged by a couple of fantastic articles they’ve written.

Finally, please take note of our Easter appeal included with this edition. Our core funding 
is underpinned by the Flame1000 Club who faithfully support us with regular giving. Can 

you join them? Or know someone who might?

I hope you enjoy all the articles from our range of contributors in this edition and have a 
fabulous Easter. He is risen!

Gareth Barton
BI Editor

Hello,
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FLAME INTERNATIONAL 
CONSIDERS ITSELF A MINISTRY 
THAT CONTRIBUTES TO THE 
RETURN OF JESUS CHRIST.  WE 
TRUST THE MINISTRY IS MAKING 
A DIFFERENCE, STRENGTHENING 
THE BODY OF CHRIST WHERE OUR 
TEAMS GO TO THOSE WHO HAVE 
BEEN AFFECTED BY WAR, GENOCIDE 
OR OPPRESSION AND PREPARING 
THE WAY FOR THE END OF TIME!

We may be a small ministry but our heart 
is to ‘punch above our weight’ and see 
Jesus transform lives and transform the 
nations. Only Jesus can do this and we 
believe we are just joining in with where 
he is working. As a ministry we want to be 
part of Jesus’ commission to preach the 
gospel to the ends of the earth as declared 
in Matthew 24:14: “And this gospel of the 
kingdom will be preached in the whole 
world as a testimony to all nations, and 
then the end will come.” 
We do not know when Jesus will return 
but we need to be ready for it and live 
each day as if it were our last as it says 
in Mark 13:32-33: “But about that day 
or hour no one knows, not even the 
angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only 
the Father. Be on guard! Be alert! You 

do not know when that time will come.” 
These verses urge us to be vigilant! I 
meet many Christians who appear to be 
preoccupied with what happens in this life  
and not focusing on eternity. We need to 
be serious about the return of our Saviour 
as we are accountable for what we do on 
this earth while we are alive. We are really 
just passing through here, our permanent 
destination is in eternity.
We need to be watching the signs of the 
times and Matthew 24, Mark 13 and Luke 
21 detail these for us. While I realise we 
do not know when Jesus will return, we 
must be watching for the signs that Jesus 
talked about in the gospels. I am using 
scripture from Matthew 24 to highlight the 
signs of end time prophetic events: 
Matthew 24:4: As Jesus was sitting on 
the Mount of Olives, the disciples came 
to him privately. “Tell us,” they said, 
“when will this happen, and what will be 
the sign of your coming and of the end 
of the age?” Jesus answered, “Watch out 
that no one deceives you. For many will 
come in my name, claiming, ‘I am the 
Messiah,’ and will deceive many.”
We may not personally know people who 
claim to be the Messiah, or come with 
a false gospel, but the internet is full of 
them. There are many cults including 
Mormonism, Jehovah Witnesses, 
Spiritualist Churches, Unification 
Churches and many more.  Also ‘Hyper 
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nine months of pregnancy up to the very 
moment of birth. #birthpains 
Matthew 24:7-8: There will be famines 
and earthquakes in various places. All 
these are the beginning of birth pains. 
Famine has many causes, including 
war, volcanic eruptions or crop failure. It 
goes with other birth pains: pestilence, 
war and earthquakes. One statistic that 
caught my eye was that in North Korea 
in 1996, approximately 3.5 million people 
died from famine. There have been many 
other famines in Africa in more recent 
years which have increased the death 
toll. #birthpains
The US Geological Survey website states 
that earthquakes are not increasing. 
However it offers the partial explanation 
that there are significantly more 
seismometers, better communications 
and huge public interest for news, 
and these factors have contributed to 
an increase in recorded earthquakes. 
Interestingly, only on 4 February, there 
were 10 earthquakes of preliminary 
magnitude struck off the coast of 
California. #birthpains
The consequences of birth pains are:
Matthew 24:9: Then you will be handed 
over to be persecuted and put to death, 
and you will be hated by all nations 
because of me.
We need to recognise it is a privilege to be 
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Grace’ churches where they teach that 
the grace of God covers everything we do 
and are not teaching repentance as part of 
the gospel, abounding in this country and 
beyond! #birthpains 
Matthew 24:6-7: You will hear of wars 
and rumours of wars, but see to it that 
you are not alarmed. Such things must 
happen, but the end is still to come. 
Nation will rise against nation, and 
kingdom against kingdom.
War has been constant throughout history 
and of course historical records improve 
over time. However, between 1816 and 
2007 there have been some 650 wars. 
It is recorded that in World War II from 
1939-1945, 66 million people were killed. 
There has been no World War now for over 
70 years but the numbers of ethnic wars 
have dramatically increased with millions 
being killed and maimed. Arguably, three 
modern events have had the most impact 
on the massive rise in ethnicity conflict: 
the decline and dismantling of the British 
Empire, the fall of the Soviet Union in the 
early 1990s and the ‘Arab Spring’ in the 
Middle East. It is generally agreed that 
the world has seen a dramatic rise in the 
level of ethic conflict since 1989. Statistics 
however are difficult to establish but still 
death tolls are rising. #birthpains
There is war on life as a new abortion 
law enacted in New York for the first 
time permits abortion throughout all 
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a martyr and not all of us will escape the 
persecution. Some years ago I was in a 
meeting with the underground church in 
China and the Holy Spirit was at work. A 
number of the young Chinese Christians 
heard the Lord calling them to be martyrs! 
I spoke to one young man who had been 
in the meeting and he was disappointed 
that he had not been called to be a martyr! 
This is radical discipleship! 
Matthew 24:10-13: At that time many 
will turn away from the faith and will 
betray and hate each other, and many 
false prophets will appear and deceive 
many people. Because of the increase of 
wickedness, the love of most will grow 
cold, but the one who stands firm to the 
end will be saved. 
We need to be ready for the return of Jesus 
with anticipation and excitement, when 
we will see many come to know him and, 
I believe, a revival throughout the world. 
Throughout this year we will be focussing 
our articles on an amazing event that we 
do not have to be in fear about – the end 
of time. But we do have to stand firm to 
the end and not grow cold. Our hearts 
need to be aflame with a passion for Jesus 
and we should stand firm on his promises. 
If we are serious Christians, obedient to the 
word of God and being part of preaching 
the gospel and making disciples to the 
ends of the earth, we have everything to 
look forward to in eternity. 

Whatever happens as we ‘trust in the 
Lord with all our heart, lean not on our 
own understanding, in all our ways 
acknowledge him, he will make our paths 
straight’. Proverbs 3:5-6. As we have the 
privilege of proclaiming the gospel, we 
proclaim it and pray for it. I believe in the 
next generation, whether in my lifetime 
or not, we could see Jesus return and I 
am determined: ‘Therefore keep watch, 
because you do not know on what day 
your Lord will come.’ We are desperate to 
be as obedient as we can for the advance 
of the Kingdom of God. I want to be ready 
and I live in faith for a revival to come 
which will bring many people into the 
knowledge and truth of the Lord Jesus 
Christ and personally I so want to be part 
of that ushering in of our Saviour! We do 
not need to fear as we live in the palm of 
his hand! I hope I do not sound arrogant, 
I have simply learnt through 36 years of 
passionate love of Jesus that I can trust 
him and when I do what he tells me to 
do, I am safe. The Father alone knows 
when Jesus will return but we need to be 
watching the signs of the times! I pray the 
church will wake up! Jan Ransom 

Bibliography:  
At the End of Time - Derek Prince 
End Time Survivor - Neil Turner  
Prepare your Heart for the Midnight Cry - RT Kendall

07Feature

March 2019



08 Guest Article



As a young Christian taking 
my first nervous ministry 
steps in Ireland I honestly 
believed I didn’t need 
anyone else to pray for me.
Surely my own prayers were 
sufficient? And indeed on every 
weekend trip I took - usually more 
than 200 miles away from home - 
God’s presence was there as I 
taught and ministered. I was moving 
in my calling and the anointing 
was there. Then I began to notice 
that the other parts of the mission 
trips were continually being hit by 
negative circumstances before and 
especially after the ministry. Severe 
headaches, confusion, getting lost by 
significant distances, car problems. 
So I asked the people who supported 
me in those early days to pray for 
me and immediately there was a 
difference. Then I was able to grasp a 
Kingdom principle. ‘Five of you shall 
chase a hundred, and a hundred of 

you shall put ten thousand to flight; 
your enemies shall fall by the sword 
before you’. Leviticus 26:8. On one 
such mission trip I was driving along 
a motorway when suddenly, even 
though it was a warm, sunny, windless 
day, a stream of newspapers poured 
forth from the back of a lorry in front 
of me and instantly covered my 
windscreen. Driving blind, my natural 
reaction was to keep the car in a 
straight line, but some unseen ‘hands’ 
swung the steering wheel to the left 
and then seconds later back on to 
the straight again. At that moment 
I looked in my rear view mirror and 
saw a huge blue wooden pallet 
bouncing along the road where my 
car would have been. Had the car not 
swung left the pallet which followed 
the newspapers would certainly 
have come through the windscreen. 
Covering prayer became and remains 
a foundational pillar in our front line 
ministry. Today, when I teach and 
minister anywhere in Ireland, there are 
always team members, out of sight, 

GETTING SERIOUS 
ABOUT PRAYER
KEN SYMINGTON
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praying in a room nearby. When I 
travel abroad they are covering me 
with prayer from Ireland. In any army 
there are the people in the front line 
and the people who stay behind 
in the camp, but God laid down a 
principle that the spoils of the victory 
get shared equally. King David said, 
‘“But as his part is who goes down 
to the battle, so shall his part be 
who stays by the supplies; they shall 
share alike.” So it was, from that day 
forward; he made it a statute and 
an ordinance for Israel to this day.’ 1 
Samuel 30:24-25. In July 2005 a virus 
attacked my heart and my family and 
team were told I was unlikely to live 
more than 24 hours. The team went 
to prayer, as did many from all parts 
of the globe, and in the early hours of 
the morning the consultants drew up 
an amazing plan. A private Lear jet 
was hired from Luxembourg, flew to 
Belfast, then flew me (in an induced 
coma) to Newcastle upon Tyne 
where they said a heart transplant 
might save my life. When I arrived, 
Christian doctors and nurses met 
in a basement room to pray for me, 
and to medical amazement, with no 
transplant, no surgery and a very 
damaged heart, I am still living life 
to the full, serving the Lord fourteen 
years later. Yes, people praying in 
agreement changes things! One 
candle dispels some darkness.1000 
candles dispel a lot of darkness!

Since the fall of man this world has 
lived in great spiritual darkness. And 
where there is great spiritual darkness 

there will be moral darkness. The 
local, national and worldwide news 
confirms this on a daily basis. Jesus 
said, “I have come as a light into the 
world, that whoever believes in me 
should not abide in darkness”. John 
12:46. Then Jesus passed that baton 
of Kingdom light on to us to continue 
his ministry. He said to his disciples, 

“You are the light of the world. A city 
that is set on a hill cannot be hidden. 
Nor do they light a lamp and put it 
under a basket, but on a lamp-stand, 
and it gives light to all who are in 
the house.” Matthew 5:14-15. The 
apostle Paul’s front line commission 
was, ‘to open their eyes, in order to 
turn them from darkness to light, and 
from the power of Satan to God, that 
they may receive forgiveness of sins 
and an inheritance among those who 
are sanctified by faith in me’. Acts 
26:18. Part of that Kingdom light is 
the disciples’ great commission, ‘as 
you go, preach, saying, “The kingdom 
of heaven is at hand.” Heal the sick, 
cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, 
cast out demons’. Matthew 10:7-8. 
That’s certainly front line ministry in 
a darkening world under the sway 
of the evil one! (1 John 5:19) Thus, 
when God raises up a ministry like 
Flame International to bring the light 
of Christ into areas of deep darkness, 
they bring a bright candle into that 
darkness. Your prayers going with 
them adds more candle power to 
penetrate the darkness. Yes, one 
candle dispels some darkness.1000 
candles dispel a lot of darkness!

10
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Prayer is a foundational necessity 
in our relationship with God. It 
changes us and it changes situations. 
Intercession is another aspect of 
prayer, but significantly different. It 
is wholly a work of the Spirit. It is an 
identifying with a person or a people 
who are under God’s judgment 
so closely that you are severely 
burdened by the Spirit of God to ‘cry 
unto the Lord’ for them. Entreating, 
pleading, making it personal between 
you and God. It can be costly to 
us. It is a calling to ‘stand in the 
gap’ between Holy God and those 
under his righteous judgment. For 
example, Abraham interceded for the 
cities where his relation Lot lived. He 
identified with Lot and had ‘clout’ 
with God. Lot survived because God 
‘remembered Abraham’. Genesis 
19:29. Moses entreated God on 
Pharaoh’s behalf. Genesis 18:16-
33. Moses could identify with Egypt, 
and Pharaoh, and he had ‘clout’ with 
God. Moses made endless bouts of 
intercession for the rebellious children 
of Israel on their wilderness journey. 
Exodus 32:11-14 & 30-34, Numbers 
14:13-23. Samuel stood in the gap on 
behalf of the rebellious people. 
1 Samuel 7:8 & 12:12:19, Moses 
interceded for his sister Miriam 
when she rebelled against him. 
Numbers 12:9. At one stage Moses’ 
identification was so agonisingly 
strong that he cried out to the Lord, 

“Yet now, if you will forgive their sin—
but if not, I pray, blot me out of your 
book which you have written.” Exodus 

32:30-33. In other words, if you blot 
them out of your book, blot me out 
with them! Likewise the apostle Paul 
identified so strongly with his fellow 
Jews that he felt a similar burden. ‘I 
tell the truth in Christ, I am not lying, 
my conscience also bearing me 
witness in the Holy Spirit, that I have 
great sorrow and continual grief in my 
heart. For I could wish that I myself 
were accursed from Christ for my 
brethren, my countrymen according 
to the flesh.’ Romans 9:1-3. Jesus 
became our intercessor, standing 
in the gap between God and us, 
outright sinners under his righteous 
judgment. Jesus identified with us 
so strongly that he agreed to stand 
in the gap and take our punishment 
on himself. To die in our place!  One 
hand on God and one hand on us. 
And today, he ‘is at the right hand 
of God interceding for us’ when we 
fail - Romans 8:34. We might offer 
ourselves for intercessory work, but 
standing ‘in the gap’ is not something 
we can choose to do. It is totally a 
work of the Spirit. ‘Likewise, the Spirit 
also helps in our weaknesses. For we 
do not know what we should pray for 
as we ought, but the Spirit himself 
makes intercession for us with 
groanings which cannot be uttered. 
Now he who searches the hearts 
knows what the mind of the Spirit 
is, because he makes intercession 
for the saints according to the will of 
God’. Romans 8:25-27. One example 
from my own life: several years after I 
became a Christian I heard of a non-
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Christian family who were deeply 
distressed because their three year 
old son had a tumour the size of an 
egg coming down from the roof of 
his mouth. They began calling out 
Christians to pray for him. In a short 
version of the story, I met with them 
to pray for the boy, but after I left their 
home such a burden was laid upon 
me that for many weeks this young 
boy dominated my every moment. I 
wept and cried out to the Lord during 
the day, and often at times during the 
night. My health began to suffer. Well 
meaning people told me to step away, 
but I couldn’t. His life seemed to be 
more important than mine. One day, 
as I drove home, still racked with the 
burden, I cried out to the Lord. “I will 
do anything if you let Clarke live!” To 
my shock I felt Jesus speak into my 
spirit with one word, “anything?” This 
terrified me. What did God mean? I’m 
sorry to confess that in my naiveness 
I suspected he would send me to 
some remote part of the world to be a 
missionary and I would rarely see my 
family again. Agony. Extreme agony. 
But the boy HAD to live! I wrote out 
a piece of paper which said, “Lord, if 
you let the boy live, I will go anywhere 
you send me, do anything you ask me 
to do, and say anything you ask me 
to say.” But I couldn’t sign it. My life 
as I knew it would be over if I signed 
it. Two weeks later, I could stand it no 
longer. I quietly went up to my room, 
opened the folded paper and signed 
it. “Now let him live Lord”, I said. 
Suddenly God witnessed in my spirit 

that I was to fold the paper again. 
Then again. And to now tear it up and 
flush it down the toilet! “Lord I don’t 
understand”, I said. But obediently I 
did just that. Several days later I was 
driving to my place of work and as 
I sat at traffic lights, out of my spirit 
erupted the exclamation, “You said 
Yes! “Thank You Lord! Thank You 
Lord!” And I started weeping loudly 
and uncontrollably. I had to pull my 
car in to the side of the busy road 
and lie flat over the passenger seat 
to hide my distressed but joyful state 
from other motorists. Clarke was 30 
last year! How was God able to get 
me to identify with the boy so deeply? 
My first wife Ann died of cancer at 
the age of 23, leaving me with a one 
year old boy. Standing in the gap is 
a work of the Spirit. And it’s costly. 
Our nation is under judgment. We 
need to take the following verse to 
the Lord in prayer. “The people of the 
land practice extortion and commit 
robbery; they oppress the poor and 
needy and mistreat the foreigner, 
denying them justice. I looked for 
someone among them who would 
build up the wall and stand before 
me in the gap on behalf of the land 
so I would not have to destroy it, but 
I found no one. So I will pour out my 
wrath on them and consume them 
with my fiery anger, bringing down 
on their own heads all they have 
done, declares the Sovereign Lord.” 
Ezekiel 22:29-31. Lord, if ever such 
intercession was needed, it is surely 
today. Ken Symington 
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Wearing his Sunday Best.

One of the 1.4 million South 
Sudanese refugees to have fled 
across the border into Uganda to 
escape the civil war, Daniel is no 
different from the other boys in his 
situation. Except that he is different.

I’m often surrounded when on a 
photographic assignment with 
Flame. It’s not just me - anyone 
who’s ever used a camera in places 
like these will know the feeling. So 
in many ways there was nothing 
different about this day but Daniel 
caught my eye in the crowd as 
I’d not seen a child wearing a suit 
before. It was only when I greeted 
him that I saw his whole outfit and 
my heart broke.

Daniel kindly agreed to stand still 
just long enough for me to take 
this portrait before running off with 
the gang to play in the makeshift 
football field.

I saw him again throughout my 
few days with the Flame Next 
Generation team as they were 
teaching young leaders to minister 
into trauma among their peers 
in the camps. Daniel, along with 
a constantly rotating group of 
children, were always at the 
windows peering into the small 
classroom to get as much of the 
teaching and drama as they could.

I’ll always remember Daniel and be 
grateful for this photo. The way that 
one young man demonstrated so 
much diginity in adversity continues 
to challenge and inspire me.

Gareth Barton  

PHOTO
FEATURE
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Flame Films 17

In the previous edition of Burning Issues we 
announced the imminent arrival of a new 
set of 5-minute films featuring Flame’s work 
across a variety of our mission fields.

We can now share with you that these films 
will be launched on May 16 to coincide with 
the United Nations’ International Day of Living 
Together in Peace. The Day invites countries 
‘to further promote reconciliation to help to 
ensure peace and sustainable development, 
including by working with communities, 
faith leaders and other relevant actors, 
through reconciliatory measures and acts of 
service and by encouraging forgiveness and 
compassion among individuals.’

March 2019

In addition, due to the significance and quality 
of the content, we’ve extended the films to run 
for approximately 10 minutes each, giving us 
50 minutes of new and up-to-date material 
to share in homes, churches and at events 
around the country.

We’ll be making the films available online via 
our website, on YouTube, on memory sticks 
and in DVD format – we hope that everyone 
can see and share the films regarldless of their 
knowledge of modern technology. Sadly, we 
won’t be using 8mm Cine film or Betamax! 
Please continue to pray for the team as they 
plan for the launch. Please also pray for your 
own opportunities to show the films.

How about hosting a Flame Tea Party? 
What a perfect way to bring your friends 
together to share the work of Flame 
International. The team in the office have 
prepared material to get you started so please 
give them a call on 01252 336509 and they 
will be happy to help.



FIELD REPORT 09/2018

UGANDA REFUGEES

WALLACE HANNAH

1.3733° N   |   32.2903° E     [LA] 1.3733  [LO] 32.2903

On Friday 31st August, 
the UK Next Generation 
team, kitted out in 
matching green Flame 
T-shirts and fleeces, 
congregated around a 
large bundle of carefully 
packed rucksacks 
and boxes of bibles in 
Gatwick North terminal.

We started as we continued, and 
as we finished - we prayed. We 
were expectant to hear God and 
to see him move in powerful 
ways on the mission. What we 
perhaps didn’t expect was how 
soon we’d see him move. Before 
we’d even checked in, Jan had 
an incredible conversation with 
a Pakistani flight attendant. She 
learnt that he was a Christian 
and had contacts with a bishop 
in Pakistan and promised to get 
them in touch with her. Incredibly, 

this unexpected meeting could 
lead to the connection needed for 
Flame to be able to communicate 
with this nation.

After several days of travelling 
and preparation in Entebbe, our 
MAF flight landed in Moyo, a 
small region in north Uganda, 
on the grassy ‘runway’ (it was a 
field). We were greeted by many 
waving people who emerged from 
the nearby bushes. As soon as 
the plane had come to a stop we 
were surrounded by people taking 
selfies and pictures of each other 
standing next to the plane. 

Our first stop - a tour round the 
buildings of the South Sudanese 
diocese of Kajo Keji in Moyo. 
These included the diocese 
offices, a bible school, a teacher 
training school and a business 
school. There was so much 
determination to create these 
facilities out of the resources 
available and continue education 

in these makeshift conditions 
after losing so much. The large 
wooden tables in the Bible 
College had been left in South 
Sudan when everyone had fled. 
When they went back to get them, 
they found that they had been 
stolen and had to buy them back! 
I was deeply challenged about 
how I view my own education 
and I was overwhelmed by 
how privileged I am to have an 
undisrupted education and attend 
such a well-equipped university.

We held two three-day 
conferences for youth leaders in 
Bellamelling and Morobi Zone 
2 refugee camps. These camps 
are home to thousands of South 
Sudanese refugees who have fled 
across the border to Uganda. Each 
day we had an hour long journey 
in our trusty 4x4 ‘God is Faithful’. 
Journeys were often filled with 
a combination of conversation, 
singing, stunning views of the 
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mountains and the Nile, as well 
as lots of bumping, numb and 
squished body parts and a certain 
amount of queasiness.

Once we had arrived, mornings 
always began with worship. We 
sang beautiful songs in English, 
Swahili and Bari, and more often 
than not, we all did lots and lots 
and lots of jumping. It was such 
a wonderful privilege and joy to 
be able to worship with our South 
Sudanese brothers and sisters. It 
really was a taste of heaven and I 
was powerfully hit by how worthy 
our God is to be worshipped in 
all the languages of the world - 
including these three. 

On Next Generation missions, 
all the young team are given a 
topic to teach. Each morning 
we managed to fit in about four 

different teachings. I taught on 
‘Freedom from Fear’. It was so 
exciting and again, an incredible 
privilege to be able to share God’s 
truth about fear and the freedom 
it brings. I was very aware that 
the things I am afraid of, such 
as failure and people’s opinions, 
are very small in comparison to 
the fears these young people 
have. These included fears of 
never leaving the camp, never 
completing their education, never 
getting a job and sickness. 

God used each team member’s 
teaching in incredible ways. We 
got a glimpse of that through the 
testimonies that people shared 
with us each day. These include a 
girl set free from the fear of going 
back to school, a girl being set 
free from the fear of worshipping 

out loud, a boy felt free from 
anger he had at losing his father 
after hearing the teaching on 
anger, another was set free from 
the fear of being a refugee.

One of the most powerful 
teachings was the teaching 
on forgiveness. As normal 
in teaching done by Flame 
teams, the delegates had the 
opportunity to nail a red paper 
disc to a wooden cross as a way 
of showing they were forgiving a 
certain person. It was so powerful 
to see hundreds of red discs 
being nailed to the cross over 
the two weeks. One powerful 
testimony of forgiveness was 
given by one of the youth leaders, 
Lui, whose father died when he 
was still young and his mother 
remarried. He grew up with his 
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grandparents and he felt orphaned. The man his 
mother remarried then died. His mother came back 
to Lui but he wouldn’t forgive her and sent her away. 
After hearing the forgiveness teaching he decided to 
forgive her and go back to her.

It was so exciting to hear many, many testimonies 
of people receiving physical and spiritual healing 
after receiving prayer. Healed headaches, legs, 
shoulders, disturbing visions, disturbed sleep, 
stomach ulcers and heart pains are all just examples 
of the testimonies of healing that were shared! Many 
people committed and re-committed their lives to 
Jesus over the time we were there, including four 
people within the first hour that we had arrived in 
Bellamelling! Praise God!

In the afternoons the young team led sports and 
creative activities for the young people attending 
the conference whilst Jan and Val repeated the 

teachings we had done in the mornings to pastors 
and members of the Mothers’ Union. I was on the 
sports team and have many highlights from playing 
sport and teaching games to the young refugees.

The South Sudanese love football. In Bellamelling 
we played several games of football on the pitch 
next to the school. The pitch had many rocks and 
holes scattered across it, meaning it was in much 
better condition than the pitch in Morobi which 
had a tree in the middle of it! Playing football in 
the sweltering afternoon heat is quite difficult for a 
pale, redhead in a full length skirt, but it was really 
wonderful uniting in sport with our new friends and 
being appropriately humiliated and laughed at by 
the crowds of watching children when I completely 
missed the ball. 

Several times we managed to convince our new 
friends that there are games other than football that 
are worth playing. This included some simple, but 
joy filled games of catch, monkey football, and an 
interesting version of rounders (I think some of the 
rules were lost in translation). I also really enjoyed 
having the opportunity to show and teach a little bit 
of gymnastics to a few daring participants.

In each of the camps, many very young children 
wander around, often without shoes or proper 
clothing and often with an even smaller child 
strapped to their backs or under their care. They 
would poke their heads through the window and 
listen to the teaching, or crowd around the sport 
and creative activities to watch what was going on. 
One of my favourite afternoons included hitting a 
tennis ball with a rounders bat as far as I could, in 
a random combination of directions. Each time a 
group of about 40 of these young children would all 
sprint after it, laughing and screaming with delight 
as they went. The game was so simple, but wow, 
the pure joy and delight that it brought everyone 
involved was beautiful.

All those involved in the creative activities had a 
wonderful time helping the delegates to sew bags, 
paint and make paper crosses and wooden key 
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rings. Sam also taught several of the young men 
how to play a bit of guitar. The creative team had 
the chance to talk to the delegates more about the 
teaching and to build relationships with them as 
they did these different creative activities.

At the end of each conference, each young person 
was presented with a certificate and one of the 
second hand pew bibles we had brought with us 
from St Paul’s, Camberley. The uncontainable joy 
that erupted in singing and dancing when the young 
people were told they were to receive these bibles 
was one of the most beautiful things I have ever 
witnessed and shared in. How privileged are we that 
we have such easy access to read and own God’s 
word for ourselves?! Let’s never lose sight of how 
precious a gift that is!

At the end of each conference, we held an outreach 
day where the youth leaders who had attended the 
conferences and the pastors invited people to hear 
the teaching. These days were very long and tiring 
as we tried to fit in as many teachings as possible 
and the only break between them was more singing 
and more jumping. They were so exciting though, 
as God moved powerfully through the teaching and 
prayer. Manas and Kaguta, our team members that 
joined us from South Sudan were amazing. Manas 
always put everything into his acting in the dramas 
used in the teachings. On the outreach days, he 
acted and ran around the larger space in such a way 
that the people watching were howling with laughter, 
and the other team members acting in them were 
genuinely slightly terrified! Kaguta realised that 
many people were too afraid to respond to the call to 
accept Jesus into their lives on these days, because 
it involved coming forward in front of the hundreds 
of people congregated. So he went round the back, 
talking to people individually and came back with 
a piece of paper completely full of names of people 
who had accepted Jesus into their lives!

On the Sunday between the conferences, we were 
invited into different churches in Bellamelling. We 
split up into twos and threes and attended different 
services and taught on forgiveness. Venturing 
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further into the camps than we had been before 
allowed us to see the living conditions of the 
refugees. Each family had a small plot where they 
built a small hut out of mud and grew vegetables. 
The conditions were cramped. There was no space 
for privacy, and perhaps as you’d expect, they had no 
electricity or running water. The refugees kept their 
small plots very tidy and I was deeply challenged 
that although they had lost so much, they were so 
hospitable and generous. Whenever we came to the 
camps we were always blessed with tea and food as 
well as luxuries such as sugar and sometimes rice.

Something I found hard during the mission was 
knowing how easy it was for me to leave the camp. 
At the end of each day we would pile into ‘God is 
Faithful’ and drive away. Many, many people in the 
camps don’t have this freedom - they can’t just 
leave. This isn’t something that has got particularly 
easier since coming back home. Whilst I continue 
studying at university, everyone is still there. Let’s 
never stop being thankful to God for the immense 
freedom he has given us and pray for all those who 
are so unfairly robbed of choice and freedom by 
conflict that is out of their control.

I learnt so much on my first mission with Flame that 
I will carry with me for the rest of my life.

I was blessed to meet so many incredible people 
and it was such a delight to see God at work in 
powerful ways. I was challenged and believe I have 
grown in many different ways. If you’re thinking 
about going on mission, all I can say is do it! 

It’s super exciting that this mission report is just 
2000 words (I could write more) given from the 
perspective of one member of the team. All the other 
team members and all the people that we met and 
took part in the teachings will have other stories of 
how God has moved in incredible ways in their lives. 
This is just a tiny glimpse of all that he did in this 
place. How good is God and how exciting is that?!

Hannah Wallace  
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SHAPING               FOR LIFE

The Blacksmith uses an anvil – a solid and 
secure tool – the Word of God against which all 
things are tested, moulded and shaped…

Uses water – to strengthen and give longevity…

Uses oil – to polish, we will shine with the 
presence of Jesus and the Holy Spirit…

Working to reveal a mirror-finish that reflects 
his face. Changing what he is working on 
through trustworthy hands and expert care. 
Then we leave The Forge, ready to be sent.

IN THE 
FORGE

“See, it is I who created 
the blacksmith who fans 
the coals into flame and 
forges a weapon fit for its 
work. And it is I who have 
created the destroyer to 
wreak havoc; no weapon 
forged against you will 
prevail, and you will 
refute every tongue that 
accuses you. This is the 
heritage of the servants 
of the Lord, and this is 
their vindication from me,” 
declares the Lord.

Isaiah 54:16-17
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THE FORGE is for all ages with an emphasis 
towards young adults. Anyone may apply to 
attend but Flame International reserves the right 
to filter and apply restrictions. 

There is the option for those with suitable 
experience to join the second year of the Forge, 
without having completed the first year.

The course uses a two-year delivery cycle, 
consisting of 14 one-day modules, seven  
each year.

All modules take place at St Paul’s, Crawley 
Ridge, Camberley, Surrey, GU15 2AD   
from 9.30am – 4.30pm on the following days:  

Saturday 9th March

Saturday 13th April  

Saturday 11th May 

Saturday 8th June   

Saturday 13th July

Saturday 21st September 

Saturday 12th October 

Book now for 2019 and be blessed, challenged, 
nurtured and enabled; whether for mission 
overseas or in your home area. 
 
Cost: £15 per day

Contact: brenda@flameinternational.org

2019 COURSE
INFO

When my missionary placement came to a messy 
end, I returned to the UK, dejected, broken and 
carrying huge amounts of spiritual and emotional 
baggage. The Forge has dramatically helped 
my recovery; gradually releasing control of the 
shattered remains of the old life I was clinging to 
and submitting every painful area to the lordship 
of Christ. Now the rubble has been cleared, I 
look forward to seeing how he will rebuild me. 
It has been a real blessing to attend the Forge 
course. The Lord Jesus met me in a real way and 
changed my life.

DELEGATE’S  
TESTIMONY

March 2019

Just being there and hearing the teaching has 
boosted my faith and desire for him. On one 
occasion when we had our time of small groups 
and I was being ministered to, the Lord was 
showing me sin in my life and I kept speaking out 
and repenting of the sin. Then he showed me that 
I had a hard shell around my heart, which was 
like a walnut. He showed me that I put the shell 
on when I was born because of words spoken 
over me.  I had to decide to take the shell off and 
trust in God. All my life if I was hurt, I would get 
angry but since being prayed for and released 
from self-protection I have not felt the same 
anger, not only that but have been freed from 
extreme fear. Praise the Lord!
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We’re heading back to Big 
Church Day Out! 
 
After another amazing Campsite Café 
last year and additional hot drinks 
points, we’ve been invited to run it 
again! Our teams work hard and play 
hard as they promote our ministry, 
so if you fancy a fun weekend then 
come and join the café, hosts or  
set-up teams.

Each team member will get a free 
ticket for Big Church Day Out to 
enjoy the fun in your spare time. 
Successful applicants will need to 
provide their own transport, food and 
accommodation, either in the form of  
a tent/caravan for camping on-site 
(free) or a B&B off-site if camping 
is not your thing (you would have to 
book and pay for this yourself).

CONTACT US TO FIND OUT MORE 
ABOUT THIS EVENT AND HOW TO APPLY

   admin@flameinternational.org      

      01252 336509

JOIN
OUR
TEAMS!
24TH - 27TH MAY 2019
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INTERNATIONAL 
CONFERENCE

29TH NOV - 1ST DEC 2019

CALL 01252 336509 OR EMAIL ADMIN@FLAMEINTERNATIONAL.ORG TO BOOK!

We will be gathering at High Leigh in Hoddesdon, 
Hertfordshire for a weekend of fellowship, teaching 
and seminars with our guest speakers, Ken Symington 
(Christian Restoration in Ireland and one of Flame’s 
Pastors) and the Primate of South Sudan, Archbishop 
Justin Badi Arama (TBC).

Weekend tickets (per person):

• £149 per person (en suite - single,  
double or twin rooms are available)

• £119 per person (standard - single  
rooms only) 

Secure your place(s) now with a minimum 50% deposit 
(£80/£65).

The weekend ticket covers food, accommodation and 
booking fees, not any speaker or administrative costs.
There will be a freewill offering, allowing delegates to 
bless our speaker(s) and Flame’s ministry. Archbishop Justin Badi Arama

(TBC)

Ken Symington 

Your Kingdom Come
Join us for the Flame International  
Conference – ‘Your Kingdom Come’!



I sat in a small mud hut with a 15 year old refugee 
girl and my heart broke. I was on the Next Generation 
mission to Moyo, Northern Uganda in 2018, and it’s a 
day I won’t forget.

Scovia, invited me into her home after attending 
the morning teachings and the art sessions run by 
the Flame team. The reality of living in a refugee 
camp hit me hard as we picked our way through 
the makeshift village. Until then I had had a limited 
view of life in a camp. I’d spent most of the days 
in a classroom or sometimes on a field playing 
football and, even though these were very basic, it 
was only a glimpse of life in this camp. It’s easy to 
forget the reality of the situation the young people 
are in as they are very good at putting on ‘a happy 
face’, especially in worship. But walking among the 
tukuls (mud houses), the true hardship of living here 
became clear. There were tukuls everywhere, rows 
upon rows, and the vastness of the consequences of 
the Sudanese civil war hit me hard.

Scovia’s home consisted of two tukuls, a smaller 
one for storing the family’s few belongings, and 
a slightly larger one, which had a small bed, with 
a mosquito net hanging over it, a stool, a stack of 
water containers and a sack of maize. Her mum and 
two younger siblings sleep on the bed, whilst Scovia, 
as she has done for the last two years, puts a few 
thin sheets of cardboard down and sleeps on the 
floor, hoping that it doesn’t rain too hard in the night. 
When it rains here it rains hard. And if it rains in the 
night Scovia gets wet. The only thing she can do is 
to open the door in the morning, hang the sheets up, 
and hope they’ll dry by the time she goes to sleep 
again the following night.

We chatted about school and discovered we share 
a strong passion to learn; yet the difference in our 
experiences is immense. Scovia’s classes can 

often exceed 150 students, which makes learning 
extremely challenging! Yet I could see that she still 
loves it and has the perseverance to continue. I was 
inspired and challenged to consider the times when I 
have taken my education for granted.

Hardest of all was that I could see the similarities 
between us. She is only a few years younger than 
me, yet her life looks so much different from mine. 
Of course I will remember the challenges and the 
extreme poverty that I saw in the camp, but it was 
Scovia’s humility, kindness and maturity that made 
this day one that I won’t forget. The situation is 
seemingly hopeless, she’s been here for two years 
with little prospect of return in the short term – I 
would so easily lose hope. Yet there’s something 
within Scovia that enables her to talk with hope, and 
to love with passion, even when everything around 
her is so difficult. When I asked where her father 
was, she simply said, “I don’t know”, three words that 
filled me with so much sadness and anger towards 
the situation, I found it seriously hard to keep myself 
from breaking down right there. 

I honestly felt so helpless, yet over the next few days 
I started to see the fruit of God’s work through the 
Flame team. The first time I met Scovia she was 
extremely shy and would curtsey when she shook 
my hand, but I saw her confidence grow through the 
week. I prayed that she would feel loved by others 
and most importantly by our Heavenly Father, and 
the change I saw over the week was amazing. I 
feel so privileged to have had the chance to get to 
know Scovia and see a part of her life. This day in a 
Ugandan refugee camp is one I won’t forget.  
Rosie Wallace  
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WHAT’S ON

Prayer and training day dates are subject to change so if you’d 
like to attend please book your place and get the latest info on our 
website. You will need to bring your own lunch to these events.

MISSION TRIPS 
Please contact the office if you would 
like to join any of these mission teams, 
receive prayer updates or to donate 
towards them.  

CONTACT US
   admin@flameinternational.org         

      01252 336509
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MISSION TRAINING DAY
WEST STREET CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP, CHESHIRE
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 ARMENIA MISSION

THE FORGE
ST PAUL’S, CAMBERLEY, SURREY

ANNUAL PRAYER DAY
ST. MICHAEL’S CHURCH, CAMBERLEY, SURREY

THE FORGE
ST PAUL’S, CAMBERLEY, SURREY

THE FORGE
ST PAUL’S, CAMBERLEY, SURREY



TOP 10 COUNTDOWN 
Ways to get involved with us...

#03  JOIN US AT THE 
FLMAE INETRNATIONAL 
CONFERENCE (p25)
for a weekend of fellowship, 
teaching and seminars.

 CALL TO  
 ACTION 

Our vision is to see people set free from the pain and 
trauma of war, terror or oppression – releasing God’s 
healing, forgiveness and reconciliation.

Registered Charity Number 1096374

Flame International, PO BOX 424, 
Aldershot, GU11 9ER

Tel: 01252 336509

flameinternational.org   
admin@flameinternational.org

FLAME


