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I am reminded of a dream I had 
several years ago where I was 
on live TV. I was 90 years of age 
and was sat next to my ex-wife 
who was Jewish. (I don’t have 
a Jewish ex-wife by the way, it 
was only in the dream!) There 
was some major crisis going 
on in the world and she was 
asking me to say something 
about Israel that was important. 
However, because I was angry 
with her, I simply remained 
silent on the issue of Israel.

When I awoke from the dream, I 
was aware that it was from the 
Lord, but was perplexed as to its 
meaning. As I pondered, I felt the 
Holy Spirit clearly tell me, “I hate 
divorce! The church and Israel are 
divorced from one another and it 
should not be so.”

This dream was a wake-up call for 
me to start coming alongside my 
Jewish brothers and sisters in real 
and practical ways. There was to 
be no agenda, it was simply to 
build relationship. In any marriage 
there will be disagreements 
on many things, but it is the 
friendship and love spouses have 
for one another that can help 
through difficult times.  

The dream made clear to me that 
the church must stand with Israel 
in these days. That we are to stand 
alongside her and speak up in 
defence of her. We may not always 
agree with Israel politically, but 
we must stand alongside her in 
love and support. 

I believe in these days the church 
has a responsibility, a debt to pay 

CHRISTOPHER
WICKLAND

THE BIBLICAL 
IMPORTANCE OF ISRAEL 
AND THE RETURN OF 
THE MESSIAH

Guest Article
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toward the Jewish people. The 
Messiah, Jesus, came through 
them, our bible is Jewish from 
cover to cover, its authorship 
is 100% Jewish. We have been 
greatly blessed by them in 
spiritual and natural ways.

The gentile church has grown 
strong through the message of 
the gospel and it should use its 
strength in support of our Jewish 
brothers and sisters. Because 
Romans 11:15 tells us, ’For if 
their rejection of Messiah means 
reconciliation of the world, what 
will their acceptance be, but life 
from the dead.’ NASB.

Many Christians believe that 
God has done away with Israel 
and rejected them as a people 
group, however scripture does 
not condone this thinking.
Romans 11:1, ‘I ask, then, has 
God rejected his people?  By no 
means! I myself am an Israelite, 
a descendant of Abraham, a 
member of the tribe of Benjamin.’ 
NRSV. Romans 11:2, ‘God has 
not rejected his people whom 
he foreknew…’ NRSV. Romans 
11:11-12, ‘So I ask, have they 
stumbled so as to fall? By 
no means! But through their 

stumbling salvation has come  
to the Gentiles, so as to make 
Israel jealous.’

To state that God has rejected 
his people leads to serious 
theological errors of thought, the 
most prominent one being - God 
is a covenant breaker. If he can 
break covenant with Israel then 
he can and will break covenant 
with the Gentiles. Yet we know 
this to be contrary to the gospel. 
Some may say, “It was Israel who 
were faithless, not God.” Yet the 
scriptures are clear:

‘IF WE ARE FAITHLESS, 
HE REMAINS FAITHFUL - 
FOR HE CANNOT 
DENY HIMSELF.’
2 Timothy 2:13 NRSV

What does this mean?

It means, God is faithful to the 
covenant he swore to Abraham. For 
Abraham’s sake, he will fulfil his 
plans and purposes. God is not a 
covenant breaker! As gentiles it is 
important to be aware, it is the root 
which supports us, not us the root. 
(Romans 11:18)
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I believe now, more than ever, we 
need to stand with Israel. We may 
not always agree with her politics, 
but biblically we need to stand 
alongside her, love her and support 
her. As the days move forward, 
we need to show solidarity with 
Israel. There is coming a new 
paradigm, both in the natural and 
the spiritual in our own nation 
and within all nations. Our liberal 
political correctness has blinded 
our culture to the enemy within.  It 
has caused us to love that which 
should be hated and hate that 
which should be loved.

It is time for the gentile church 
to stand up for Israel, we are to 
be watchmen for her in prayer, 
prophecy, declaration, practical 
help, friendship and assistance. 
Whether we like it or not, a line is 
being drawn in the sand through 
the geopolitics of this world and 
we as a church need to be on the 
right side of that line. We need 
to be on our guard in regard to 
western news media with its 
liberal bias and agendas against 
Christianity and Israel. 

Many in the nations, many in 
churches, either hate or are 
indifferent to Israel yet love and 

stand with the Palestinians. As 
believers we are to love all people 
groups, yet we have a biblical 
precedent to stand with Israel. It 
is important to be on the right 
side of this line.

‘I WILL BLESS THOSE 
WHO BLESS YOU, AND 
THE ONE WHO CURSES 
YOU I WILL CURSE; AND 
ALL THE FAMILIES OF 
THE EARTH SHALL BE 
BLESSED.’
Genesis 12:3

Some may look at this passage 
of scripture and declare, “Well, 
that’s Old Testament so it’s not 
applicable anymore.” However, 
the bible is clear, the Abrahamic 
covenant has not been closed, 
replaced or even superseded.  

Galatians 3:13-14, ‘Christ 
redeemed us from the curse of 
the law by becoming a curse for 
us - for it is written, “Cursed is 
everyone who hangs on a tree” - 
in order that in Christ Jesus 
the blessing of Abraham might 
come upon the Gentiles, so that 

Guest Article
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we might receive the promise of 
the Spirit through faith.’ NRSV 
(Emphasis added)

THE ABRAHAMIC 
COVENANT STILL 
STANDS, AND NO 
OTHER COVENANT 
HAS SUPERSEDED OR 
INVALIDATED IT.

Galatians 3:17, ‘…the law which 
came four hundred and thirty 
years later, does not annul a 
covenant previously ratified 
by God, so as to nullify the 
promise.’ NRSV

So, what is within the Abrahamic 
covenant which Christians need 
to know? Firstly, Israel is to be a 
physical nation. Secondly, that the 
nation of Israel is to have physical 
land as an eternal promise. And 
thirdly, that the Gentiles are to be 
included in this covenant.

Genesis 12:1-3 ‘Now the Lord said 
to Abram, “Go forth from your 
country, and from your relatives 
and from your father’s house, to 
the land which I will show you; 
and I will make you a great nation, 

and I will bless you, and make 
your name great; so that you will 
be a blessing; and I will bless 
those who bless you, and the one 
who curses you I will curse.  And 
in you all the families of the earth 
will be blessed.’ NASB

Genesis 12:7, ‘The Lord 
appeared to Abram and said, “To 
your descendants I will give this 
land…”’ NASB

Genesis 13:14-15, ‘The Lord said 
to Abram, after Lot had separated 
from him, “Now lift up your eyes 
and look from the place where you 
are, northward, southward and 
eastward and westward; for all 
the land which you see, I will give 
it to you and to your descendants 
forever.”’ NASB

Whatever we may think about 
Israel, biblically we cannot refute 
that the Abrahamic covenant 
still stands. If we ignore the 
Abrahamic covenant, we then 
ignore much of Pauline New 
Testament doctrine. To try to 
justify an anti-Israel stance is 
to deny the root which supports 
us. It is to deny New Testament 
doctrine, and to deny the God 
who is faithful to his word and 
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promises. It also sadly reveals a 
very low regard for the authority 
and inerrancy of scripture.

The next thing we need to consider 
is that of eschatology (which is 
the study of ‘end times’). It needs 
to be understood that if we have 
an incorrect understanding of 
Israel, then our end time theology 
becomes warped and distorted.

When Jesus returns, he is not 
coming to Britain or America, he 
is coming back to Israel.

Acts 1: 11-12,‘“Men of Galilee,” 
they said, “Why do you stand here 
looking into the sky? This same 
Jesus, who has been taken from 
you into heaven, will come back 
in the same way you have seen 
him go into heaven.” Then they 
returned to Jerusalem from the 
mount called Olivet, which is  
near Jerusalem, a sabbath  
day’s journey.’

Zechariah 14:4, ‘On that day his feet 
will stand on the Mount of Olives, 
east of Jerusalem, and the Mount 
of Olives will be split in two from 
east to west, forming a great valley, 
with half of the mountain moving 
north and half moving south.’

‘SON OF MAN, I 
HAVE MADE YOU A 
WATCHMAN FOR THE 
HOUSE OF ISRAEL; 
THEREFORE, HEAR THE 
WORD AT MY MOUTH 
AND GIVE THEM 
WARNING FROM ME.’
Ezekiel 3:17

Guest Article
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The problem within the gentile 
church is we often lack an 
understanding of Old Testament 
theology and prophecy. This 
inhibits us from correctly 
understanding New Testament 
theology and prophecy. 

The book of Revelation for 
example has some 400 references 
to the Old Testament, consisting 
of many prophetic quotations 
from Isaiah, Jeremiah, Daniel 
and others. Thus, Revelation is 
not a book standing on its own, 
rather it is the capstone to help 
us correlate the huge body of 
Old Testament prophecy. If we 
want to understand end time 
theology, we have to know our 
Old Testament really well. If we 
don’t, then the book of Revelation 
becomes nothing but a crazy story 
of confusing pictorial images.To 
understand biblical prophecy, we 
have to look at it through the lens 
of Old Testament prophecy.

If we have an incorrect mindset, 
caused by wrong theology, we 
can often miss what is right in 
front of our eyes. This is most 
apparent in the gospels where we 
often apply Christian glasses to 
what should be viewed through 

Jewish culture and a backdrop of 
the Old Testament.

Take a look at this prophecy from 
2 Samuel 7:11b-13 – ‘…and I 
will give you rest from all your 
enemies. The Lord also declares 
to you that the Lord will make a 
house for you. “When your days 
are complete and you lie down 
with your fathers, I will raise up 
your descendants after you, who 
will come forth from you, and I 
will establish his kingdom. ‘He 
shall build a house for my name, 
and I will establish the throne of 
his kingdom forever.”’ NASB

This is a messianic prophecy 
stating that from the line of 
David, one would come with 
an everlasting kingdom. This 
prophecy although inclusive to 
gentiles is primarily a Jewish 
prophecy for the Jewish people.

Now compare this with Matthew 
2:6 which is a re-quote from 
Micah 5:2 – ‘And you, Bethlehem, 
land of Judah, are by no means 
least among the rulers of Judah, 
for out of you will come forth one 
leading, who will shepherd my 
people Israel.’ ESV 
(Emphasis added)
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Matthew 15:24, ‘Then Jesus said 
to the woman, “I was sent only to 
help God’s lost sheep, the people 
of Israel.”’ NLT (Emphasis added)

Time does not permit me to go 
into much detail, but suffice to 
say that scripture is far more 
Jewish than we probably realise. 
This does not mean that gentile 
Christians must become Jewish 
in their faith. In fact, the Apostle 
Paul is very much against this 
thinking. Jews stay Jewish, 
Gentiles stay Gentiles.

1 Corinthians 7:18-20, ‘Was any 
man called when he was already 
circumcised? He is not to become 
uncircumcised. Has anyone 
been called in uncircumcision? 
He is not to be circumcised. 
Circumcision is nothing, and 
uncircumcision is nothing, but 
what matters is the keeping of the 
commandments of God. Each man 
must remain in that condition in 
which he was called.’ NASB

In conclusion, the bible is a 
very Jewish book. All of the Old 
Testament, the gospels and the 
book of Revelation have very 
strong Jewish overtones. Jesus 
is coming back, but he is coming 

back to Israel as her king and will 
rule the nations from there. It is 
time for us to reexamine and dig 
deeper into our bibles. If we really 
want to honour God, we need to 
honour his word with the respect 
it is due. 

2 Timothy 2:15, ‘Do your best to 
present yourself to God as one 
approved, a worker who has 
no need to be ashamed, rightly 
handling the word of truth.’ ESV

Christopher Wickland is the Senior Pastor 
of the Living Word Church Network and is 
the author of several books, available on 
Amazon in paperback and kindle editions.

CHRISTOPHER 
WICKLAND

Guest Article
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Why do we talk about spiritual 
warfare? What is it and why is 
there a battle, and who is fighting 
who, and which side are we on? 
We need to know the enemy we 
are fighting and his strategies. 
We need to know the weapons of 
warfare we have at our disposal.

I was a soldier in the British Army 
and we sought intelligence about 
the enemy so that he could be 
defeated. We would do a recce to 

SPIRITUAL 
WARFARE
JAN RANSOM

the areas where the enemy may 
be, we would do homework and 
prepare for battle. As Christians 
we need to do that. Before we go 
into battle we must also put on 
our armour, and be prepared. 
We need to understand that 
Christians who are being effective 
for the Lord Jesus Christ are all 
in a spiritual battle. It is against 
Satan and we need to have some 
understanding of how to fight 
the battle. We need a biblical 

Feature
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perspective combined with some 
practical understanding on how to 
enter into the battle! We must at 
all times recognise the lordship 
of Jesus, Satan is merely like a 
gnat on the shoulder of the Lord! 
However, gnats bite and they 
hurt! There is evil in the world 
and we have a biblical mandate as 
Christians to overcome evil. 

Wear the armour of God. 
Ephesians 6:10-18 says the battle 
is raging and we need to make sure 
we have our armour on. We are all 
soldiers in the Lord’s army.  Some 
people say if we are in Christ we 
always have our armour on. Well, 
that is true to some extent but 
not totally because we all sin and 
this can allow a foothold for the 
enemy to get in. Many Christians 
come under attack with sickness, 
accidents, problems in families, 
addictions, depression, fear, anger 
and many of us can be passive in 
the battle. We have to fight, but 
it is hard work and in order to 
gain victory over Satan we have 
to enter the battle that is raging 
when individuals are serious about 
advancing the Kingdom of God. We 
should not be passive but expect to 
be on active service. We do not go 
into war lying down. 

WHO ARE WE BATTLING 
AGAINST? 

Evil is not something; it is 
someone! This principle of 
evil as a person, not a thing, 
is consistent with the whole 
revelation of Scripture. Behind all 
evil there is a person whom the 
bible identifies by two primary 
names. In the Old Testament 
he is called Satan, in the New 
Testament he is identified as the 
devil. Satan means ‘the one who 
resists or opposes’. We must 
recognise that Satan acts as an 
adversary or resister, he opposes 
us. The devil means ‘slanderer’ 
or ‘accuser’. The main weapon 
Satan uses is accusation. His 
supreme purpose is to resist and 
thwart God’s purposes and God’s 
people primarily through slander 
and accusation. Ephesians 6:10-
12 NLT, ‘A final word: Be strong in 
the Lord and in his mighty power. 
Put on all of God’s armour so 
that you will be able to stand firm 
against all strategies of the devil. 
For we are not fighting against 
flesh-and-blood enemies, but 
against evil rulers and authorities 
of the unseen world, against 
mighty powers in this dark world, 
and against evil spirits in the 
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heavenly places.’ Evil rulers 
of the unseen world! Persons 
without bodies! 

Let me tell you a story of when 
Flame International was in 
Rumbek, South Sudan. On the last 
evening, the team sat underneath 
the trees with the Bishop and his 
clergy. A witch doctor, contorted 
like a chicken in a posture no 
normal man could get into, came 
into our midst. This man was 
demonised and clearly spiritually 
dangerous. The team were all 
speaking in tongues and there 
was a sense of fear. The man was 
eventually removed and we got 
on with our business. Afterwards 
the team were being prayed for 
and their hands manifest like a 
chicken’s feet!  I seemed to be 
ok! However, on each mission 
to South Sudan I started to fall 
and broke two different legs on 
different occasions. After six years 
I realised I had been cursed by 
the chicken man. ‘Like a fluttering 
sparrow or a darting swallow, 
an undeserved curse does not 
come to rest. Proverbs 26:2, Even 
though it was an invisible spirit 
without a body, it was a very real 
person that manifest in me, it 
was a witchcraft spirit of curse 

of accident and falling! Another 
scripture ‘And it shall come to 
pass, that whosoever shall call 
on the name of the Lord shall 
be delivered’ Joel 2:32. I was 
certainly delivered! The demonic 
chicken spirit was evil without 
a body.

ORGANISED KINGDOMS: 
THERE IS A KINGDOM 
OF LIGHT IN WHICH 
OUR INHERITANCE LIES 
AND ALSO A DOMINION 
OF DARKNESS. 

The word dominion in Greek is 
exurbia, which means authority, 
and whether we like it or not, 
Satan has authority and the 
bible recognises this. The two 
kingdoms are in mortal warfare 
and war is coming to its climax 
in our day as this age comes to 
a close. We are told there are 
two kingdoms and we give joyful 
thanks to the Father, who has 
qualified you to share in the 
inheritance of his holy people in 
the kingdom of light. For he has 
rescued us from the dominion of 
darkness and brought us into the 
kingdom of the Son he loves, in 

Feature
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whom we have redemption, the 
forgiveness of sins.”  
Colossians 1:12-14

Paul outlines in Colossians 
1:16, ‘For in him all things were 
created: things in heaven and 
on earth, visible and invisible, 
whether thrones or powers 
or rulers or authorities; all 
things have been created 
through him and for him. So 
in God’s kingdom there are 
thrones, dominions (lordships), 
principalities (rulerships), and 
powers (authorities). 

Satan’s domain which he copies 
from the kingdom of God, where 
Satan was thrown out of heaven 
where the Lord resides, is 
detailed in Ephesians 6:12: ‘For 
our struggle is not against flesh 
and blood, but against the rulers, 
against the authorities, against 
the powers of this dark world and 
against the spiritual forces of evil 
in the heavenly realms.’ So they 
are in principalities (rulerships) 
and powers (authorities) but no 
mention of thrones or dominions. 

Satan’s domain: dominion of 
darkness. Satan has an organised 
kingdom with various areas and 

levels of authority. The New 
Testament presents insights on the 
location and operation of Satan’s 
rival kingdom. First, let us be in 
no doubt our conflict is cosmic, 
including the whole universe, not 
just earth and heavens. Second, 
our battle is not in the realm of 
senses. We do not discern the 
nature of conflict by what we see 
or hear. Rather we come to 
understand it by revelation from 
the Holy Spirit and understanding 
the scripture. Third, this conflict is 
not recognised by the majority of 
people. They are simply unaware 
of whom they are up against. They 
know they are struggling against 
something with significant force 
but they cannot see it, understand 
it or define it. As a result they do 
not know how to handle it.

Finally, the outcome of this 
conflict is ultimately decisive for 
each of us. The result in the spirit 
realm, whether it is victory or 
defeat, will determine the result 
in every other area of our lives! 
We are in a spiritual battle and 
many Christians are not aware of 
the battle in the heavenly realms. 
This is difficult when we are on 
mission and team members just 
cannot see it. 

Spiritual Warfare
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THIS WAR IN HEAVEN 
IS OFTEN ONLY 
RECOGNISED BY 
REVELATION OF THE 
HOLY SPIRIT. 

Spiritual conflict involves all 
christians, not just pastors and 
leaders; if we are being effective 
for the Kingdom of God the enemy 
will not like it!  A pastor said to me 
years ago he knew nothing about 
putting on the armour of God to 
protect himself and his church. It 
demonstrates some parts of the 
church are unprepared for the 
spiritual battle which is important 
as we approach the End of Time.

We are in a life and death struggle 
with a highly organised kingdom 
inhabited by evil and rebellious 
spirit beings, and the HQ is in 
the heavenly realm. If Satan was 
cast out of heaven long ago, ‘The 
seventy-two returned with joy 
and said, “Lord, even the demons 
submit to us in your name.” He 
replied, “I saw Satan fall like 
lightning from heaven.”’Luke 
10:17-18, how can he occupy a 
place in the heavenly realm? 

Satan has access to God the 
Father. The book of Job indicates 
Satan still had access to the 
presence of God in heaven at that 
time, after his original rebellion 
which is described in Ezekiel 
28:11-19. Satan is not in hell, and 
his abode at this time is in the 
heavenly realms with his demons.  
The angels did not see Satan. 2 
Corinthians 11:14 says that ‘Satan 
is transformed as an angel of 
light’. We know the Lord actually 
had a conversation with Satan 
in the time of Job and at some 
stage Satan had access to the 
presence of God in heaven. ‘Then 
I heard a loud voice in heaven say: 
“Now have come the salvation 
and the power and the kingdom 
of our God, and the authority of 
his Messiah. For the accuser of 
our brothers and sisters, who 
accuses them before our God day 
and night, has been hurled down.’ 
Revelation 12:10. So the accuser 
of the brothers and sisters is 
Satan. Notice he is still accusing 
God’s people before God day and 
night. This passage indicates he 
has access to the presence of 
God and he uses that access to 
accuse God’s people even in the 
presence of God! Clearly all these 
passages are after the original 

Feature
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rebellion of Satan. How many of 
you occasionally feel accused? 
Your thoughts take you to lies of 
the enemy, which is one of his 
strongest methods of bringing 
us down. We need to understand 
Satan is not omnipresent, he 
cannot be in more than one 
place at a time, but he does 
have minions and demons that 
can be part of the torment and 
accusation that he undertakes to 
demoralise us! 

Heavenly realms: Scripture 
suggests there is more than one 
heaven. In Genesis 1:1 it says ‘In 
the beginning God breathed the 
heavens and the earth.’ This is the 
first time heaven is introduced in 
the plural! And in 2 Corinthians 
12:2-4 it says ‘I know a man 
in Christ who fourteen years 
ago was caught up to the third 
heaven. Whether it was in the 
body or out of the body I do not 
know—God knows. And I know 
that this man—whether in the 
body or apart from the body I do 
not know, but God knows— was 
caught up to paradise and heard 
inexpressible things, things that 
no one is permitted to tell.’ If 
there is a third heaven, logically 
there will be a first and second 

heaven. So scripture indicates 
there are three heavens. The 
first heaven is visible; the natural 
heaven with sun, moon and stars, 
and we can see with our eyes. The 
third heaven is God’s dwelling 
place; it is paradise, the place of 
rest of the departed righteous. So 
the second heaven, it is believed, 
is where Satan dwells and is likely 
to be between the first and third 
heavens. This is the intermediate 
heaven where it is believed 
Satan’s HQ is placed. 

This would explain why we 
sometimes find ourselves in an 
intense wrestling match when we 
pray! There will be other reasons 
but it shows we are involved in 
warfare and HQ Satan is between 
the visible heaven and the heaven 
of God’s dwelling! I just want to 
remind us that Jesus is the same 
yesterday, today and forever and 
he that is in us is greater than he 
that is in the world!  
Jan Ransom 

 

NEXT TIME ... THE 
WEAPONS OF WARFARE 
AT OUR DISPOSAL!

Spiritual Warfare





The final film in the Streams in the 
Desert series features a man whose 
incredible story beggars belief.

A Christian Iraqi, he served in the 
country’s military police, working 
alongside American soldiers to bring 
stability and security. For his part he 
was singled out by the opposing forces 
and his assasination was ordered by the 
group’s local leader.

He was told he would be beheaded for 
being a traitor. His car was torn apart by a 
bomb just moments after he had parked 
up and walked away, and his home was 
ravaged by fire in a second attempt on 
his life. He decided to stay, continuing the 
work he knew was so important.

The third attempt changed his mind. 
Followed by a motorbike as he walked 
along the street, he miraculously 
survived a drive-by shooting. It was then 
that he left his family and sought safety 
as a refugee in a neighbouring country.

He began working at a church and 
encountered a Flame International 
conference. Little did he know that his 
attendance would challenge everything 
he knew, and see his life take another 
dramatic turn.

Watch the film to hear him tell the whole 
extraordinary story.

Gareth Barton  

See p12 for details.
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FIELD REPORT 09/2019

MIDDLE EAST REFUGEES

HALL VAL

29.2985° N   |   42.5510° E

I first met Jan when I was serving 
in the Army; we were both serving 
members of the Armed Forces’ 
Christian Union (AFCU) but I didn’t 
really get to know her until I left 
the Army and joined the staff of 
the AFCU.

Soon after, Jan moved the Flame 
International office out of her 
spare bedroom and into Havelock 
House, where AFCU was based.  
Staff of our two organisations 
always prayed together each 
morning and I soon got to know 
Jan well. She was not known as 
‘the African Queen’ for nothing 
and we heard about lots of 
mission trips to various, mainly 

African, countries. Jan told me 
on a number of occasions that 
she would get me on mission one 
day, but I really did not feel called 
to go and live in a mud hut for a 
fortnight, and did my best to forget 
about mission. However, having 
completed various prayer ministry 
courses at Ellel Pierrepont, I 
heard that Flame had started to 
go to the Middle East, and Jan 
asked me again if I would consider 
going on mission. I decided to pray 
seriously about whether I should 
join the team.

And so it was in April 2018 that 
I found myself on a flight to the 
Middle East, and even more 



amazing, found myself on another 
flight there in November 2018, and 
am hoping to return in November 
2019. So what happened to 
change my mind so dramatically? 
Read on...

Our base in the capital city is in the 
guest house attached to the church 
where we minister to its members. 
We had been invited by the pastor 
of the church to bring the Flame 
teaching. The guest house is run 
by a Norwegian couple, Per and 
Solvie. The first time we were there 
we heard that the guest house had 
been built in faith as their vision 
was to establish a bible school for 
people in the Middle East, which 

would teach students from the 
home nation and refugees around 
the area, equipping them to take 
the Gospel to their communities 
and, hopefully, back home once 
it is safe for them to return. 
However, there was little sign of 
this vision becoming a reality, but 
we were able to bring the Flame 
teaching and God’s healing to 
(mainly Iraqi) refugees in two 
evening meetings at another 
church in a neighbouring city 
before the main mission started.

We had the opportunity to minister 
to a group of about 40 female 
Syrian refugees. Almost all 
were wearing hijabs, but despite 
language difficulties (there were 
not enough interpreters to go 
round), we could clearly see 
the Holy Spirit working in the 
eyes of these precious ladies 
and we were able to do some 
significant ministry as almost all 
of them came forward for prayer. 
Comments received afterwards 
indicated that they had understood 
the teaching and many of them had 
begun to forgive those who had 
hurt them.

29.2985° N   |   42.5510° E
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The Wednesday evening was the 
main church prayer meeting. 
Forget a small group of perhaps 
6, 10 or even 20 attendees, the 
church was packed! After some 
wonderful worship, the pastor 
generously gave over the majority 
of the rest of the evening to Jan 
and the team, and we were able 
to give some teaching and drama, 
followed by an opportunity to 
minister to whoever came forward 
for prayer. I was approached 
by one lady in a hijab who, I 
discovered, was a refugee from 
Iraq. I will call her Mary. She 
asked for prayer that she would 
get a visa to get her away to the 
UK or Canada. It turned out that 
her husband had been tortured by 
ISIS in Iraq. I asked her if she was 
able to forgive the perpetrators, 
but she said, “No”. I prayed for 
the visa anyway, but explained 
the significance of coming to the 
point of being willing to forgive 
her husband’s torturers. This lady 
subsequently came forward for 
more prayer and I asked her if her 
husband was still alive. “Yes,” she 
replied, “he’s here tonight.” And 
with that, her husband, whom I 
will call Steven, came up to us. 
It turned out that the couple had 

been here for work, when the 
situation became bad in Iraq, and 
Steven went home to try to find his 
father and brother and bring them 
out.  In the event, he witnessed his 
father and brother being killed and 
he was tortured by ISIS and left for 
dead on the road. He was rescued 
by some friends and eventually 
managed to escape back to his 
family. In the meantime, another 
brother had come to London and 
was led to Christ by some folk in a 
local church. He contacted Steven 
and told him that he and Mary 
needed to go to church and find 
out about Jesus. Mary and Steven 
both gave their lives to Jesus 
towards the end of 2017. 

We were able to carry on teaching, 
doing drama and ministering to 
those who came forward for prayer 
for the following three nights in 
the guest house and it was a joy 
to see Mary and Steven eagerly 
attending each meeting. It was 
even more of a joy when they both 
went forward to hammer nails into 
the cross to demonstrate that they 
were prepared to forgive. Andy 
prayed for healing for Steven’s 
mouth and other effects of the 
torture and I prayed for Mary that 
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she would be released from fear 
and that the shock and trauma 
would be lifted off.

There were numerous other folk 
for whom we prayed during the 
week and it was thrilling to see 
Jesus fulfilling his promises of 
setting captives free, healing 
the sick and driving out demons. 
Even more exciting was that he 
graciously used us to do his work 
in the lives of so many folk.

So it was without hesitation that 
I volunteered to go back on the 
next mission to the same place. 
Returning in November at the 
invitation of the pastor, we found 
Per and Solvie in much better 
spirits, as they had finally been 
able to launch the bible school that 
they had felt called to run here 
some three years earlier. Our main 
ministry was to the 43 students at 
the Bible School, which consisted 
of two terms of 12 weeks, running 

three mornings a week, although 
we were also able to speak at the 
mid week prayer meeting and the 
Syrian ladies’ meeting. It was a 
thrill to meet Mary again, who was 
attending the bible school. She had 
clearly moved on in her faith but 
sadly she was now under threat 
of a fatwa from relatives in Iraq, 
following a visit from her mother 
and sister during the summer. She 
was a very frightened lady and 
although I was able to pray with 
her, she was unable to fully move 
free of the spirit of fear that had its 
grip on her. Steven was not able to 
attend the bible school but came 
bouncing up to Andy and me at the 
midweek prayer meeting. He said 
that he was a new person since 
our visit in May and that his mouth 
was completely healed. Looking at 
his broad grin and his eyes, which 
were totally lit up, the phrase that 
came to me was that he was truly 
‘being changed from one degree of 
glory to another’.
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There were lots of other amazing 
stories. Following teaching on 
emotional healing, one lady, Sylvia, 
realised that there was wounding 
to her spirit following a miscarriage 
she had suffered over 30 years 
previously. All the forgotten 
grief from the past 30 years was 
released and came pouring out. 
Jan called me over to pray with 
another lady, who I will call Sheila. 
She had been wearing a mourning 
scarf each day. Her 22 year old son 
had been killed by ISIS in a drive-by 
shooting outside his shop a couple 
of years previously. As Jesus began 
his deep healing of her heart and 
spirit, Sheila collapsed on the floor. 
I decided this was definitely one 
for Jan... The following day, Sheila 
brought in a wonderful cream cake 
for us all to share in celebration of 
her release from the imprisonment 
of her grief and the healing of her 
spirit. The smiles on Sheila’s and 
Sylvia’s  faces (and the absence of 
the scarf!) said it all.

I was also asked to pray with 
another lady, who I will call Jane. 
She was one of five or six ladies 
I prayed with that week who had 
been sexually abused, which I found 
a shocking number. In Jane’s case 
it was her brother and cousin who 
had abused her. She also told me 
that every time she prayed or sang 
worship songs, she could not stop 
crying. I prayed with Jane a number 
of times over two or three days. 
She was able to forgive her abusers 
and so it was possible to do some 
deep ministry with her. On the last 
day of the bible school, Jane was 
finally released from the spirits 
of shock and trauma, abuse, fear 
and various other spirits that were 
holding her captive. Sameh, who 
was interpreting for me, turned 
to me and said, “Look at her face, 
it’s shining!” It was true, Jane’s 
countenance had totally changed. 
After the church service on the 
Sunday evening, I asked Jane how 
she was doing. Her smile said it all. 
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“Have you stopped crying?” I asked. 
“No,” she said, and I was quite 
disappointed. But then she smiled 
at me and said, “Now they are tears 
of joy!”

We were also privileged to be 
invited to a baptism service 
for 13 members of the church 
congregation, some of whom were 
attending the bible school. It was 
a very special service. If you are 
being baptised in Jordan, where 
else would you go other than to 
the baptismal site where it is quite 
possible that Jesus was baptised? 
The church arranged for some 
coaches to take the baptismal 
candidates and their families as 
well as the elders, a good number 
of the congregation and the whole 
Flame team down to the Jordan. 
The church worship leader was 
there with his guitar and led us all 
in worship beside the river before 
each of the candidates gave their 
testimonies. We then walked up 
to a special baptismal pool for the 
actual baptism.

We have heard of a number of folk 
to whom we ministered who have 
now managed to get visas to get to 
America or Canada. The first was 

an Egyptian couple who had been 
offered a placement by a church 
in Canada, but were unable to get 
away as their daughter, Miracle, 
who had been born in Jordan 
after they fled Egypt, had not got 
a passport. We were engaged in 
much prayer for them and while 
they were waiting they attended the 
Flame teaching. They finally got 
away the day that we left to come 
home. Their testimony was that 
they believed that the timing was 
God’s and they were so glad that 
they had been delayed as they were 
able to start their new lives with 
forgiveness rather than bitterness 
in their hearts. 

I have only room to recount a few 
of the stories that I was connected 
with personally, but these 
interventions by the Holy Spirit 
into people’s lives were multiplied 
across the team on each mission. 
All the folk we were privileged to 
minister to touched our hearts and 
we pray that they will continue to 
grow in their faith and walk forward 
in the healing that they have 
received from Jesus. We left in awe 
of all that God had done for us and 
for all the recipients of the Flame 
ministry.  Val Hall  



SHAPING               FOR LIFE

The blacksmith uses an anvil – a 
solid and secure tool – the word of 
God against which all things are 
tested, moulded and shaped…

Uses water – to strengthen and give 
longevity…

Uses oil – to polish, we will shine 
with the presence of Jesus and the 
Holy Spirit…

Working to reveal a mirror-finish that 
reflects his face. Changing what he 
is working on through trustworthy 
hands and expert care. Then we leave 
The Forge, ready to be sent.

IN THE 
FORGE

“See, it is I who created 
the blacksmith who fans 
the coals into flame 
and forges a weapon 
fit for its work. And it 
is I who have created 
the destroyer to wreak 
havoc; no weapon forged 
against you will prevail, 
and you will refute every 
tongue that accuses 
you. This is the heritage 
of the servants of the 
Lord, and this is their 
vindication from me,” 
declares the Lord.

Isaiah 54:16-17
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BOOK
NOW

THE FORGE is for all ages with an 
emphasis towards young adults. 
Anyone may apply to attend but Flame 
International reserves the right to filter 
and apply restrictions. 

There is the option for those with suitable 
experience to join the second year of The 
Forge, without having completed the first 
year.

The course uses a two-year delivery 
cycle, consisting of 14 one-day modules, 
seven each year.

All modules take place at St Paul’s, 
Crawley Ridge, Camberley, Surrey,  
GU15 2AD from 9.30am – 4.30pm on the 
following days:   

Saturday 13th July

Saturday 21st September 

Saturday 12th October 

Book now and be blessed, challenged, 
nurtured and enabled; whether for 
mission overseas or in your home area. 
 
Cost: £15 per day

Contact: brenda@flameinternational.org

2019 COURSE
INFO

Psalm 91:1, He that dwelleth in the secret 
place of the most high shall abide under 
the shadow of the Almighty. These were 
the words that I stood on as I travelled by 
myself from Bournemouth to Camberley 
to attend the Forge course. For years 
I had struggled with having panic 
attacks when travelling by myself on 
the motorway. However, after receiving 
training from the Forge I was able to 
declare the truth and not listen to the lies 
of the enemy.  My journey was thoroughly 
enjoyable as I spoke out the words of that 
psalm I felt that I was under his warmth 
of His wings. Whenever thoughts of fear 
tried to rise up I would say the words ‘I 
am dwelling in the secret place of the 
Most High’. Instantly I would feel peace.  
The journey that previously would be 
one of fear and torment was now one of 
delight and joy. Praise the Lord!

DELEGATE’S  
TESTIMONY
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Your Kingdom Come

INTERNATIONAL 
CONFERENCE

29TH NOV - 1ST DEC 2019

    Your 
Kingdom 
   Come



BOOK
NOW

July 2019

33International Conference

CALL 01252 336509 OR EMAIL ADMIN@FLAMEINTERNATIONAL.ORG

Archbishop Justin Badi Arama

Ken Symington     Your 
Kingdom 
   Come

JOIN US FOR OUR 
FABULOUS BIENNIAL 
INTERNATIONAL 
CONFERENCE

With guest worship leader -
Yo Kim

We will be gathering at High Leigh in 
Hoddesdon, Hertfordshire for a weekend of 
fellowship, teaching and seminars with our 
guest speakers, Ken Symington (Christian 
Restoration in Ireland and one of Flame’s 
Pastors) and the Primate of South Sudan, 
Archbishop Justin Badi Arama (TBC).

WEEKEND TICKET PRICES

• £159 per person (en suite - single,  
double or twin rooms are available)

• £129 per person (standard - single  
rooms only) 

Secure your place(s) now with a minimum 50% 
deposit (£80/£65).

The weekend ticket covers food, accommodation 
and booking fees, not any speaker or 
administrative costs. There will be a freewill 
offering, allowing delegates to bless our 
speaker(s) and Flame’s ministry.
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A Day I Won’t Forget

As a filmmaker I’m driven by a passion to 
tell people’s stories, and so I was delighted 
to join Flame International’s teams to film 
Gareth Barton as he travelled through 
Armenia, Jordan, South Sudan and Uganda. 
Together we explored Flame International’s 
work and met some of the people they help. 
There is one young woman in particular 
whom I shall never forget.  

Esther was sixteen years old. She had 
remarkable poise for someone so young 
and her eyes reflected an experience 
and gravitas way beyond her years. I 
found out why when Gareth spoke with 
her. Esther had been living in a Ugandan 
refugee camp for two years, having fled 
for her life from South Sudan. As she 
spoke, her face was sombre and her tone 
measured. She had left her home in Kajo 
Keji because so many people had been 
killed and it had made them afraid. She 
said she wanted to become a pastor and 
preach the Word of God to her people in 
South Sudan.

Asked if she was enjoying the conference 
she replied, ‘Yes, it’s nice; because when I 
arrived I was in some pain. Two days ago 
my brother was shot to death. He was 
buried yesterday.’

Her voice remained matter of fact. This 
was her life now. Gareth was lost for 
words. Esther continued, ‘I got some 
teaching from the conference about 
forgiveness. I also forgive those who 
did to me wrong, because Jesus says, 
“forgive them because they do not know 
what they are doing.”’ As she spoke, her 
eyes, which had been wells of pain, filled 
with purpose and authority. It was as if 
she came alive. It felt as though we were 
standing on holy ground.  

Her response made me think, “What do 
I have to complain about? What do I find 
hard to forgive? What if I had the ability to 
forgive people? Not necessarily to forget 
what they’d done but what if I could let 
things go a lot more quickly? And really 
love people and forgive them as Jesus 
calls me to?” I could see the freedom 
that Christ’s forgiveness had given her. 
She was moving on with her grief and 
not getting stuck in it. She was going to 
return to her country and bring peace.

I think of her often. Esther challenged me 
to forgive, and to forgive quickly, so that 
I too may continue to grow in Christ and 
move forward. I will always be thankful to 
her for that.  

Ian Gibbons – PanVista Productions
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WHAT’S ON

Prayer and training day dates are subject to change so if you’d 
like to attend please book your place and get the latest info on our 
website. You will need to bring your own lunch to these events.

MISSION TRIPS 
Please contact the office if you would 
like to join any of these mission teams, 
receive prayer updates or to donate 
towards them.  

CONTACT US
   admin@flameinternational.org         

      01252 336509
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ST PAUL’S, CAMBERLEY, SURREY, GU15 2AD
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JAN RANSOM SPEAKING
HOPE SPRINGS EUROPE CONFERENCE, LEEDS 
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THE FORGE
ST PAUL’S, CAMBERLEY, SURREY, GU15 2AD

01  NEXT GENERATION MISSION 
MOYO, UGANDA

 LIWOLO DIOCESE MISSION 
MISSION TO LIWOLO DIOCESE IN EXILE, ARUA, UGANDA

THE FORGE
ST PAUL’S, CAMBERLEY, SURREY, GU15 2AD

CUMBRIA PRAYER & LADIES GROUP 
CARLISLE 

14

25  SOUTH SUDAN MISSION 
MISSION TO SSPDF (FORMALLY SPLA) CHAPLAINS,  
SOUTH SUDAN

MISSION SUNDAY
WEST STREET CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP, CREWE, CW1 3HE 

20

JAN RANSOM SPEAKING
ST. THOMAS’ CHURCH, TROWBRIDGE, BA14 8PT

27

29  NEXT GENERATION MISSION 
MOYO, UGANDA



TOP 10 COUNTDOWN 
Ways to get involved with us...

#02  INVITE YOUR FRIENDS 
AND FAMILY TO WATCH 
THE FLAME FILMS (p12)
Or arrange a Flame Tea Party 
showing the films to family, 
friends or bible study groups.

 CALL TO  
 ACTION 

Our vision is to see people set free from the pain and 
trauma of war, terror or oppression – releasing God’s 
healing, forgiveness and reconciliation.

Registered Charity Number 1096374

Flame International, PO BOX 424, 
Aldershot, GU11 9ER

Tel: 01252 336509

flameinternational.org   
admin@flameinternational.org

FLAME


