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the wider society, to impact their 
communities.
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fter celebrating ten years of ministry, and just as 
it felt like we were beginning to think we had it 

all worked out, we find ourselves doing new things 
in new ways.  This year, for the first time, we started 
holding conferences for the victims of rape in the 
Democratic Republic of Congo. Until now we had 
concentrated on the delivery of ‘train the trainer’ 
programmes that ministered to church leaders, who 
in turn would take the teaching and minister to others 
- leading to a multiplication in numbers.  Now we’re 
reaching out directly to those in these conflict torn 
communities who have suffered the very worst abuse.  
And it has been a great joy to see the Lord reach out 
with his love through us to touch the untouchables.

We’re also finding the Lord teaching us to be far 
more responsive to his leading when on mission, and 
with the support of a growing network of prophetic 
intercessors we are learning how to be flexible and to 
move according to his leading.  This has been a great 
challenge, especially for those of us with a military 
background who like to have everything planned and 
prepared in advance!

We look forward to meeting many of you this summer 
as we go out and about in the UK with Brother Yun 
before exhibiting at New Wine and Momentum. BI
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STIGMA -
ADDING INJURY TO 
INSULT AND EXPOSING 
VULNERABLE, 
HURTING PEOPLE TO 
CONTINUED ABUSE

In April this year we invited 
both our photographer and 
our filmmaker out to capture 
the stories of those affected 
by sexual violence in the 
Democratic Republic of Congo, 
and our work there to bring 
them God’s love with a special 
conference for victims of rape.

Here, our photographer, Gareth 
Barton, tells us what made him 
so angry during the trip and 
how he dealt with it.

o let me get this straight”, I said. “You were sent 
by your husband into a rebel area to get food 

when you were six months pregnant, is that right?” 
“Yes”, she nods. “And then you were raped by rebel 
soldiers, which caused the stillbirth of the child?” 
Again she nods. “And so what happened with you 
and your husband after that?” “He divorced me.” 
“Wait. What? He divorced you? Why?” She shrugs 
her shoulders and remains quiet.
I couldn’t believe what I was hearing. I’d read a lot 
about sexual violence in the Democratic Republic 
of Congo (DRC) ahead of my assignment for Flame 
International, and was prepared to meet some 
hurting people and hear some terrible stories, which 
I did, but I had not been expecting this - the re-
victimisation. I think perhaps that I had been naive. 
Naive, and now pretty angry as well. The injustice 
of it hit me like a wrecking ball and, away from 
those I was interviewing and photographing, I was 
struggling to handle it all.

“S
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Flame’s filmmaker, Nigel Beaumont, and I had 
arrived in Goma after a day’s travelling via Turkey 
and Rwanda. We were both weary from the journey 
but as we pulled up at the church hosting the 
Flame conferences (one for pastors and church 
leaders followed by one for victims of rape) we 
were immediately called to start filming - an army 
chaplain had been caught in a mortar attack by 
rebels a few years earlier and had sustained a terrible 
shrapnel injury to his torso. The significant scarring 
had caused difficulty in his job and with his family. 
If there was any doubt left that we had landed in a 
conflict zone it was soon dispelled as fully armed 
UN helicopter gunships passed overhead.

Goma lies on the Eastern border with Rwanda. Our 
visit coincided with the 20th anniversary of the start 
of the Rwandan Genocide, which saw an estimated 
one million people killed in 100 days. Large 
numbers of the militia responsible for the killing 

and raping in Rwanda fled across the border into 
DRC to avoid prosecution at the end of the conflict, 
and continued the violence. Prior to the genocide, 
incidents of sexual violence in DRC were at one 
per cent of the female population. Following the 
genocide it grew to, and remains at, 40 per cent. Two 
in every five women have been raped, leading to 
Margot Wallström, the UN’s Special Representative 
on Sexual Violence in Conflict, calling Eastern DRC 
“the most dangerous place on earth to be a woman”. 
One of the characteristics of the sexual violence 
over the last 20 years is that what started with the 
militias from Rwanda began to be replicated by the 
Congolese army and has now found its way into 
the civilian population. Rape is now ingrained in 
the society.  So is the stigma of rape, and after some 
research back home, I now realise that these are 
not isolated stories and that the issue of stigma for 
victims of rape and, incredibly, their children is also 
not a new one.

Margaret carries her young son and the burden of being a victim of rape in a society that now turns its back 
and shuns her for it. Photo: Gareth Barton/Flame International
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As we arrived I was curious as to what kind of 
films and photographs we would get. I’d received 
a call from Flame’s founder, Jan Ransom, a week 
before leaving the UK. Jan was already in DRC 
with the team and they had run their first specialist 
conference for victims of rape in Bukavu, a town 
south of Goma, and similarly affected by rape. It 
had not been easy. “I think you need to be prepared 
for people not to want their picture taken,” she said. 
“They may not want to have any sense of attention 
or focus on them, the people here are seriously 
traumatised so you’ll have to have a Plan B.” As it 
turned out, we had the opposite - queues of women 
asking to be filmed and photographed.

I stood in the pews of this run-down church with 
holes in the walls from last year’s shelling of the 
compound. In front of me a young woman was 
sitting with her head bowed low, an extensive set of 
vertical scars, each about 3cms long, patterned her 
back. “These are from when she was a small child”, 
Claudeline told me. Claudeline, with her husband 
Desire, run a local programme that supports victims 
of rape, their children and orphans. “Sometimes, 
when a child has a chest infection and they are 
struggling to breathe, the parents put a knife in the 
fire until the metal glows and then they burn the 
skin across the back to ease the pressure. Traditional 
medicines are then rubbed into the wounds.”

Claudeline introduced us and I asked her about 
her story. “I was 14 when I was working in the 
fields, tending my family’s vegetable plot, when I 
was approached by three men.” She looked down 
and took some time to consider what she might 
say next. “They tied me up”, she says, holding her 
arms behind her back to show me, “pushed me to 
the ground and took it in turns to rape me. Then 
I got pregnant.” The stigma of rape and pregnancy 
meant family rejection and she was abandoned 
to a vulnerable life on the street. “Being out there 
on my own, I kept getting raped and I now have 
four children from that.” Her conditions haven’t 
improved much over the years and now, at 25, she 
lives in an area known to gather together girls who 
have been attacked. “I don’t have a house, we just 
live in this area and quickly rush under some metal 
sheeting when it rains.”

This issue of stigma and the shame it brings is so 
destructive. This lovely girl had suffered a hideous 
rape and was then offered up for continued abuse 
and a life of appalling hardship as a consequence. 
For being a victim. For being raped. I kept a bit 
of an eye out for her over the next couple of days 
and we often shared a smile and joked together. 
Of all those I’ve photographed on assignment in 
tough situations, she was the hardest person to say 
goodbye to and the toughest to walk away from. I 
still think of her every day.

As I spent time listening to these dear people, I 
was surprised to find that dealing with having been 
raped wasn’t anywhere on their radar in terms of 
needs. Time and again I heard about their concerns 
for the future - for them and their children. It was 
what lay in front that they were focussed on, not 
what lay behind. Becoming an outcast has enormous 
physical, social, emotional and spiritual effects. How 
will they survive? How will they stay safe? How will 
they find support? How are they going to find hope? 
How are they going to escape this nightmare? The 
rape is terrible but the stigma is crippling, adding 
injury to insult.

I am reminded of Jesus’ healing of the woman 
suffering from bleeding as told in three of the 
gospels. Laid low by the condition, and made poor 
by medical costs, she was then declared unclean 
by religious law, shunned by the community 
and condemned to a life of suffering. Despite 
approaching him in shame and with the hope of 
anonymity amongst the jostling crowd, a moment 
from Jesus turned all things round. I can understand 
why she did that but now I see why Jesus didn’t let 
her get away with a secret healing. “Daughter, your 
faith has made you well. Go in peace”, he told her, 
“Your suffering is over.” She received not one but 
four healings that day. Her bleeding stopped and she 
was healed physically. Jesus called her “Daughter” 
and she was restored into the family life of the 
community. He said, “Your faith has made you well”, 
and her relationship with God was established in 
the sight of the people. He said, “Go in peace”, and 
twelve years of emotional trauma were finished. Her 
suffering from the condition was over. So was her 
suffering at the hands of the very people who could 
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Systematically raped since she was 14, Sereine carries the 
emotional scars of a stigma that continues to render her
a victim and vulnerable to further sexual abuse.
Photo: Gareth Barton/Flame International

have reached out with compassion and kindness and 
relieved her of the shame from day one. And that’s 
our job, right? To be Jesus for those who are broken 
and suffering? To restore, to build up, to heal, to give 
hope, to hold, to love? I thank God for organisations 
like Flame International who are determined to 
break through social barriers in order to hold onto 
people. It was wonderful to see team members 
washing the hands of those who’ve suffered terrible 
abuse. At one point these volunteers offered 
themselves for hugs - the women ran to them and 
held on like they were clinging to Jesus himself. The 
prayers were heartfelt and the ministry was gentle.

But still, victims of rape are demonised. Disabled 
children are demonised. Children of rape are 
demonised. Orphans are demonised. These are 
issues of poverty, poor education and crime. Surely 
the demons lie in these, not in the people they affect 
and the society they infect. The US actress Angelina 
Jolie, in her role as Special Envoy for the United 

Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (and a 
regular visitor to Goma to highlight the issues there) 
was asked this month what one thing could be done 
to curb what she describes as a “culture of impunity” 
in the wake of the abduction of the Nigerian 
schoolgirls to be sold as sex-slaves. She didn’t stop to 
think about her answer. “We have to start arresting 
people and prosecuting them for these crimes.” For 
DRC it’s time that the perpetrators of rape were the 
ones looking over their shoulders, not the victims. 
It’s time that the broken were held in the arms of 
their communities. It’s time that education overcame 
superstition and that the love of God, through his 
people, overcame all. BI

Gareth will be joining us at New Wine where we’ll be 
exhibiting some of his images for Flame International. 
He’ll also photograph you if you sign up to the 
Flame1000 Club while you’re there. See pages 20 & 21 
for more details.
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Janine with her one year old son 
Claude, who is receiving treatment 
at Goma’s Heal Africa Hospital for 
spina bifida, hydrocephalus and a 
large hernia.

We recently visited the Heal Africa Hospital in 
Goma, DRC where we were asked to speak by 
its founder, Dr Jo Lusi. There we visited many 
children born with deformities due to poor diet 
and lack of nutrition, and often coupled with 
infections during pregnancy. These are difficult 
physical challenges regardless of location, and 
call parents into a lifetime of care for those 
born with physical and mental disabilities. Here 
in DRC though, there is the added challenge 
of stigma as Gareth has spoken about in his 
article. Deformed children can be seen as 
punishments meted out on the mother, or that 
the child itself is demonic, an object of fear.

It was a privilege to know that our work, 
to restore those damaged emotionally and 
spiritually, is supported by a team who also care 
passionately for the broken and marginalised. 
The hospital has a special surgical expertise 
in treating those women who are physically 
damaged by rape or mutilation. We were 
able to visit their ward and see the work the 
hospital is doing, alongside surgery, to provide 
counselling, legal advice, vocational training 
and support. BI

Photo: Gareth Barton/Flame International
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Simon Walker recalls the highs and 
lows of a high-pressure day

A DAY I WON’T FORGET

It’s not every day that you find 
yourself on the telephone with a 
government minister, asking for 
help to get Brother Yun into the 
country. The UK visa application 
process had recently changed. 
Brother Yun turned up in person, 
ten days prior to travelling, only 
to find that he had to apply online 
and it could take three weeks 
or more. The minister made a 
couple of calls and I was told the 
application had been fast-tracked 
but was in no way guaranteed.

This tour had been planned for 
months and churches up and 
down the country were eagerly 
looking forward to seeing the 
‘Heavenly Man’ - this could be 
very embarrassing for us all. After 
lots of urgent prayer we got word 
that the visa had been processed 
out of hours, granted and was 
ready for collection on the day of 

travel - there was a chance that 
Brother Yun could still make it! 
Then we found out that it had 
been misdirected and a dash 
across country was needed to pick 
it up en route to the airport. He’d 
missed his plane but managed 
to get on the first available flight 
into Heathrow. We received a 
text saying he was on the plane 
and ready for take-off and would 
arrive in time for me to drive 
him around the M25 and deliver 
him straight on to the platform, 
albeit about 30 minutes late. The 
congregation were arriving early 
to take their seats, eager not to 
miss out.

I met his Swedish translator 
(and ministry partner for more 
than 20 years) at the airport 
and we waited for Brother Yun’s 
arrival. Then the call came. There 
had been a car bomb scare in 

Frankfurt Airport, linked to 
Swedish terrorists, and the whole 
facility had been locked down. 
Of all things! Brother Yun’s plane 
was evacuated and, because of 
his extensive travel to and from 
Sweden, Brother Yun was taken 
for questioning. I couldn’t believe 
it - after all this - and I felt a huge 
wave of  disappointment.

There was still a church waiting 
and so I delivered his friend, 
who spoke at the meeting, and 
continued to wait for news. This 
was the start of an important 
tour for us and I was concerned 
that we might have to cancel the 
whole thing. I found out later that 
it was only when Brother Yun 
showed officials the pictures on 
his phone of him shaking hands 
with George W Bush that he was 
released. The airport was finally 
given the all-clear and Brother 
Yun arrived at gone midnight. 
The tour went ahead, and was a 
great success.  I’m delighted that 
we’re now taking Brother Yun 
back to the church who missed 
out and we pray for God to do 
something extra special for them.

Simon joined the Flame team in 
2011. He was previously Head of 
Financial & Business Development 
& Planning at The Medical 
Research Council. He recently 
became a magistrate. BIPhoto: Jan Ransom!!!
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Flame International are thrilled 
to host the Heavenly Man for his 
only UK visit in 2014

BROTHER YUN 
TOUR DATES

12
JUNE

13
JUNE

14
JUNE

15
JUNE

11
JUNE

Tamworth
Coton Green Church 7.00PM
Comberford Road, Tamworth B79 9AA
www.cotongreenchurch.com

Upton
St. Mary’s Upton - 7.30PM
Church Road, Upton, Wirral CH49 6JZ
www.stm-upton.org.uk

Rotherham
Liberty Church - 7.00PM
Station Rd, Rotherham S60 1JH
www.libertyrotherham.org

Rotherham
Hope Church - 10.30AM & 6.00PM
Grove Rd, Rotherham S60 2ER
www.hopechurchrotheram.co.uk

Aylesbury
Southcourt Baptist Church - 7.30PM
40, Penn Road, Aylesbury, HP21 8HW
www.aylesburychurchnetwork.org.uk

07
JUNE

08
JUNE

09
JUNE

10
JUNE

08
JUNE

Bethnal Green
St. Peter’s Church & THCC - 7.00PM
St. Peter’s Close, London E2 7AE
www.thcc.org.uk

Loughton
St. Mary’s Church - 6.30PM
201 High Road, Loughton, Essex IG10 1BB
www.stmarysloughton.com

Wood Green
Wood Green Christian Centre - 7.30PM
24 Lymington Avenue, Wood Green, London 
N22 6JA    www.gospelcentre.co.uk

Portsmouth
City Life Church - 7.30PM
85 Tangier Road, Baffins, Portsmouth, PO3 6JH
www.myclc.org.uk

Brentwood
Trinity Church - 10.30AM
49 Coxtie Grn Rd, Brentwood, Essex, CM14 5PS
www.trinitychurchbrentwood.org



Prayer
Diary

June - October 2014

BURNING ISSUES

Prayer Diary12

22 Jun: That fundraising on the Brother Yun tour 
will enable Chinese missionaries to reach out to the 
unsaved in South Sudan and Sudan. The Young Adult  
(YAP) team on mission in South Sudan to be inspired 
and excited by the work of the Holy Spirit.

29 Jun: For the YAP team as they preach in churches 
and reach out to the local community this week. For 
good health, safety and miracles of healing. 

6 Jul: For the Healing Day in St Martin’s, Hull on 
12th. That hurts will be healed and godly relationships 
renewed. For the team to know the will of God for the 
training.

13 Jul: Give thanks for all who intercede for the 
mission teams, who hear from God and speak into 
the situation. For Brenda as she conducts a Ministry 
Training Day on 19th.

20 Jul: For Nigel and Gareth as the new material 
gathered in the DRC is released. That the impact will 
bring glory to God, be far reaching and highlight the 
terrible situation in the DRC. 

1 Jun: Give thanks for God’s amazing grace and 
the opportunities to minister his word. Pray for 
more openings. Pray for the Training Day in Crewe 
on Saturday 7th, for those attending to sign up for a 
mission. Pray for final preparations for Brother Yun 
tour. He speaks at Bethnal Green on Saturday. 

8 Jun: The Brother Yun tour is underway in London 
venues. This morning he speaks at Brentwood and 
tonight he speaks in Loughton. Wood Green on 
Monday, Portsmouth on Tuesday, Aylesbury on  
Wednesday, Tamworth on Thursday, Wirral on Friday, 
and in Rotherham on Saturday. Pray for the anointing 
of the Holy Spirit, salvation, healings, and generous 
giving.

15 Jun: Brother Yun remains in Rotherham for the 
last day of the tour with two services. Pray that the tour 
will finish well and that Brother Yun and all those on 
the Flame support team will be refreshed and rested 
in the coming days. Pray for all those who received 
salvation and healing, and for fruit that will last. For 
the Trustees’ Training Day on 18th and Ministry 
Training Day on 21st.
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31 Aug: For our pastors, Ken and Jean; our co-
workers, Les, Brenda, Wendy, Helen, Natalie, Gareth, 
Simon, Tish Mason, the Regional Reps, and our valued 
supporters who pray, donate, participate.

7 Sep: For the Trustee Meeting on 12th. Pray for 
Mark as he chairs the meeting and for Simon as papers 
are prepared. Please also pray for continued wisdom as 
we make plans for the future of the organisation.

14 Sep: For Val as she speaks in Milnthorpe on 14th 
in preparation for the Healing Day on 15th. For leading 
and guidance of the Holy Spirit. A team departs for 
Aru, DRC on 18th.

21 Sep: The team in Aru as they speak in churches 
and prepare for the five-day conference and workshop. 
Pray for unity, good health and safe travel. Pray for Val 
as she leads the team. 

28 Sep: The Aru team will be visiting the police, the 
prison, various schools and other areas for outreach. 
Pray for God to speak, for salvation and for captives 
to be set free. 

5 Oct: For our partners in Armenia as we seek God’s 
wisdom and future work. Give thanks for Jerusalem 
Trust and Barnabas Fund for generous donations for 
the work in DRC. Pray for other trusts to support our 
work.

12 Oct: Pray God’s leading for Flame’s future work. 
Particularly the work in South Sudan, DR Congo, 
Burundi and Armenia; also to know God’s will for new 
areas.

19 Oct: Prayer Day, Crewe on 25th. For provision of 
links with suitable humanitarian organisations able to 
work in partnership with Flame.

26 Oct:  Training Day, Camberley on 1 Nov. For a 
new partnership with Release International with a trip 
to Pakistan from 27 Oct – 3 Nov. Pray for Jan, Mark 
and Imtiaz as they undertake a ‘recce’ during this time. 

27 Jul: The Flame Summer Events Team are in the 
Marketplace at New Wine. Please pray for Gareth 
as he heads up our exhibition stand for the next two 
weeks. Please ask for godly appointments, exciting 
conversations, fresh opportunities and at least 50 new 
members to be added to  the Flame1000 Club.

3 Aug: For the Flame display to impact the New Wine 
community to pray, participate and donate. Strength 
for the team on the stand.

10 Aug: For the situation in north eastern DRC, that 
peace will hold and the sexual violence cease. For the 
message of forgiveness, peace and reconciliation to go 
out across the land.

17 Aug: For Helen and the team manning the stand 
at Momentum.  For this to be a fun and fruitful time 
when young people are envisioned to work with Flame.

24 Aug: Pray for safety and good health for the 
Chinese missionaries in South Sudan. Give thanks for 
God’s provision as the work expands. Pray for others 
to follow.
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Artavazd Ghazaryan is a local church 
leader working to raise a community 
of faith in post-Soviet Armenia, and to 
prepare the next generation
Interview and Photograph by Gareth Barton

INTERVIEW: KEEPING 
A WATCHFUL EYE ON 
THE FLOCK
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GB: What was your path into church leadership?
AG: It was God. When I came to Christ as a student 
I was asked to lead a small group. Then I started to 
attend a church where I was ordained as a deacon 
to support the only leader. That’s when the church 
started to grow and to plant congregations in 
several towns. A short while after that the pastor 
emigrated to Russia and so it was just left to me to 
be the leader. We weren’t paid then so I carried on 
my work as a computer engineer and mathematician 
but my job moved and so I appointed a leader for 
the church where I was and came to this district and 
started to lead the church here.

GB: What has changed over the last 30 years?
AG: Well, we’ve had times of challenge and times 
of blessing, times when we received revelation and 
grown. Some people left but more came. I remember 
that in the early days we were very conservative. 
Women weren’t allowed to wear trousers, weren’t 
allowed to wear makeup. But then we managed to 
change that and come out from under that legalism. 
We had a visit from the main church in the capital 
who asked us to leave the organisation because 
people were clapping in our services! Then we grew 
quite quickly in the town and in the villages.

GB: What has been the biggest challenge?
AG: Emigration. So many of our men have left to 
go to Russia and it leaves big holes in our churches. 
There is a real sense of abandonment here - so 
many have left. But then again, they go and become 
church leaders there, they serve and plant churches 
in Russia and Europe. But it’s still difficult for us.

GB: And what do you see now, looking forward?
AG: We are preparing for a big revival. We believe 
that a breakthrough is coming. There has been a 
large increase in prophetic words from God saying 
the same thing. We’ve prayed about it and believe 
that these oppressions we’ve been under, well, we 
perceive them as encouragement, for us to drive 
forward without fear. And we believe that God is 
calling us to reach out to the Muslim countries 
around us so we are training in order to send people 
out into those countries. This is not our plan, it’s 
God’s plan. So that’s my job now - to train people 
and send them out.

GB: You come from a rich family line of faith, how 
is that being passed on to the next generation?
AG: I saw that many leaders were putting all their 
efforts into their churches and neglecting their 
families. God helped me to see that I had to slow 
down and to invest in my family. And now there are 
nine of us serving him in the church and we have 
accomplished so much more than those who were 
striving so hard. God called me to walk slowly and 
to expand - and not just around the waist!

GB: Tell me about your family’s ministry.
AG: Firstly, my wife is a key leader here among the 
women and has a significant service in prophetic 
intercession. Much of what we achieve is built on 
her prayers. My eldest son, a dentist, was called to 
plant a church in Russia and so we sent him with 
our blessing. My eldest daughter recently finished 
her theological studies and is working to translate 
the first ever study bible into Armenian. The next 
son is a great musician and leads our worship 
group - his hands are the most precious in all our 
church! My fourth child has an extensive ministry 
in the church and beyond, with a vision for our 
communities here. The fifth composes songs and 
teaches singing. The sixth is a great administrator 
with a gift for hospitality in the church and is 
involved in children’s work. The youngest has just 
returned from service in the army and is another 
gifted musician who also works with students.

GB: So, which one will be the next church leader?
AG: Only God knows!

GB: How is Flame working to support your vision?
AG: Many years ago we had a conference like this 
and we prayed prayers like the ones that Flame 
prays with us, full of repentance and forgiveness 
with God’s love and power. But then it was only 
one person who came.  Now there’s a big team here 
and the range of teaching with the drama is really 
building up our faith. And we believe that we are 
in this together - Flame aren’t just visiting once 
and then are gone again. So it’s like a second wave, 
building on the first but bigger and much needed. I 
believe we are going to see great things after this. We 
are so grateful for this partnership and it is a vital 
part of what we see God doing here in Armenia.
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PROPHETIC 
INTERCESSION - 
WINNING THE BATTLE 
ON THE GROUND 
WITH THE HELP OF 
SOME VERY SPECIAL 
PEOPLE

The insights and humble service 
of God’s prophetic intercessors 
are changing the way that 
Flame International teams 
deliver their conferences and 
minister to people suffering in 
the wake of conflict and abuse.

Flame founder, Jan Ransom 
describes the journey the 
charity has been on and some of 
the lessons that have been learnt 
along the way.

ut many who are first will be last, and many 
who are last will be first.” Matthew 19:30

Whilst we were in the Democratic Republic of 
Congo (DRC) working with victims of rape, one 
of our intercessors sent the above scripture and 
it resonated with the whole team. We had been 
receiving many more scriptures, words, pictures and 
prophetic insights than ever before. These insights 
are changing the way we do ministry. We are so 
grateful for the team of intercessors and prayer 
supporters who are sacrificially giving time to pray 
for us.

We have always had prayer support but now, as a 
result of a determined approach to connect our 
mission team ‘ground troops’ with our ‘support 
troops’ on their knees around the world, significant 
spiritual battles are being won. This combination 

“B
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of the prophetic intercessory gifting with the 
fruit from our training ministry, the long-term 
committed prayer supporters and the use of modern 
technology, is amazing and we now have an army 
of intercessors praying daily for us on our mission 
prayer list. Any new recruits for this are always 
welcome.

This has been made possible through technology 
including smart phones, apps, tablets and using 3G 
in remote parts of Africa. We are now able to send 
detailed reports back to our intercessors who in turn 
are listening to the Holy Spirit, allowing the Lord to 
speak and responding to us with prophetic words on 
a daily basis. The ability to hear God speak has given 
us greater confidence to act upon his words.

We are now in a “new season of intercession”.  One 
of the things we have learnt recently is that issues 

occurring in the team can be a prophetic insight into 
issues amongst those to whom we are ministering, 
and vice versa. Passivity seemed to envelop the 
delegates on a recent mission and no amount of 
prayer or enthusiasm from the team leader could 
shift it. Then we realised it was there among the 
team, who immediately humbled themselves 
and repented. Well, let me say that there was no 
longer any passivity anywhere! This puts greater 
responsibility on the team to stay under spiritual 
authority and in godly order.

We received the following word of encouragement 
in the form of a picture as we arrived in DRC, “It 
was a huge white fluffy duvet with no cover on it, 
so you could see that it was sewn into squares. The 
‘down quilt’ represented the complete covering of 
the Lord over the trip. The covering was specifically 
the completeness of the work of the cross as God’s 
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provision for each person involved. Each square of 
the quilt represented one day. There were no gaps in 
the covering, and there were enough squares for the 
five-week mission.  It was white, which represented 
purity, forgiveness and the cleansing work done on 
the cross. It was cloud-like, which represented the 
glory covering.”  How blessed this trip was to have 
that kind of assurance and provision over us.  The 
team were operating in a dangerous area and we 
embraced it daily, feeling confident of the Lord’s 
protection, both physically and spiritually.

Another supporter sent this as we began our 
ministry: “There is a cloud of his presence going 
before you and I heard the Spirit say, ‘The fields 
are white for the harvest’, and I saw the harvesting 
angels released to go ahead, to prepare the hearts of 
the people. He is going to release his love within you 
like never before. I see you hugging lots of women, 
and as you hugged them I saw his love released 
from you and the team into the hearts of those you 
were hugging. I see the chains of oppression coming 
off them and the bondages of their memories 
being broken. I see you taking a flame of his love 
and releasing it into their lives, and it is going to 
seem very ordinary on the outside but it is going 
to be extraordinary on the inside.”  As a result we 
decided to offer hugs to each of those attending this 
special conference for victims of rape. Now, we were 
concerned that a team made up of fifty per cent men 
could limit the ministry to these abused women 
so we said that the team would stand at the front 
and that the delegates could choose who prayed 
and hugged them. They ran with equal enthusiasm 
to the godly fathers, mothers, grandfathers and 
grandmothers on the team, and judging by their 
reaction and that they clung onto us as we hugged 
them, it had a considerable impact on them.  This 
prophetic word not only changed the way we did 
ministry on that trip but it will now influence our 
ministry, under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, in 
all future projects.

Another word from a long-term prayer supporter 
about “washing hands” led us after teaching on 
emotional healing to get our male team members 
to wash the hands of the victims of rape as an 

indication of purity.  What joy was released after 
this! Later in the mission another intercessor sent a 
word that she thought a lady had difficulty walking 
to the conference because her feet were bad and we 
should wash her feet. Seven ladies responded as we 
shared this word and came forward for their feet to 
be washed. Two of them had their feet miraculously 
healed and danced with great vigour afterwards. The 
others also seemed to get a measure of healing. It is 
likely this too will be used in ministry again.

You see, we’re learning!

We had two intercessors join us on mission recently 
and they really helped us on this journey. They 
would be up in the night for several hours kneeling 
in their tukul (Sudanese mud hut) seeking the 
Lord’s will, and they always heard him and brought 
their thoughts to the leadership. I remember it 
being suggested that there was a spiritual blockage 
on the first day of our arrival in the church and 
that we should march around the outside of the 
church singing and praising the Lord to break it! 
My heart sank. I didn’t know the bishop well and 
I was reluctant to ask him. After prayer I decided 
to approach the bishop, who was delighted - it 
was normal for them to do this! We learned 
another lesson that day - to please God, not man. 
This couple also put an emphasis on regularly 
breaking bread and drinking wine together. This 
was a practice in which we had lapsed but that we 
reintroduced on our latest trip.  At the start of every 
conference, workshop or when breakthrough was 

This prophetic word not only 
changed the way we did ministry 
on that trip but it will now 
influence our ministry, under the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit, in all 
future projects
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required, we as a team (and occasionally joined by 
the bishop) took an informal communion. It was so 
powerful and it helped the team to focus on unity.  
We still have much to learn but we would welcome 
more intercessors on our missions.

It was in Armenia that I realised the importance of 
individuals listening to the Lord for us. When we are 
on mission we are constantly on the go - listening, 
working, teaching, praying and struggling to live 
normally in a completely different environment. 
There is little personal space and we are often 
sharing rooms and not always getting a lot of sleep. 
In the middle of one particular morning session 
I received a text and I knew it was a word from 
the Lord! We stopped the teaching and read the 
scripture to the delegates; this opened the floodgates 
of repentance, forgiveness and a breakthrough in the 
country that man could not have orchestrated. The 
pictures and scriptures we were getting from around 

the world were the same as the local Armenian 
intercessors had been getting as they sought Jesus 
in the 1990s. It was powerful for them as they knew 
Jesus was speaking, and it was very powerful for us! 

Prophetic intercession is here to stay in Flame 
International. It has the power to change lives, bring 
healing to individuals and to change nations. The 
leaders of all Flame International mission teams 
need wisdom and discernment to know what to do 
when they receive the words, and it has to be done 
under the anointing of the Holy Spirit. Prophetic 
intercession is a key to healing. BI

Please let us know if you would like to get in on the 
action and join our mission prayer team! Email us at 
missionadmin@flameinternational.org or send your 
details through the website.
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that this year will be no exception. Our first two 
stands both won the Best Stand prize and our third 
stand was recognised as the Most Innovative in the 
show. So, no pressure then on the team planning 
for this year’s event! And it seems like they’ve done 
it again with a stunning six-metre long gallery 
featuring images of people whose stories are at once 
awful, wonderful, heart-breaking and inspirational. 
They highlight the atrocities meted out on ordinary 
folk, the work of Flame International to intervene 

OUR STORIES 
IN PICTURES AT 
NEW WINE
The Summer Events Team at Flame International 
have enjoyed extraordinary success at the New Wine 
conferences over the last three years and we hope 

An artist’s impression of this year’s 
exhibition stand for the New Wine 
summer conferences
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and God’s love demonstrated through his healing 
and restoring touch. They are the story of us.  We 
hope that they will become the story of those who 
visit us on the stand and commit to support us by 
joining the Flame1000 Club for those who donate 
£10 per month or more - underpinning our work 
and providing us with a bedrock from which to 
grow. We will have our photographer on site for 
both weeks who will not only be on hand to share 
the stories of how the pictures came about but, as a 

special treat for those who sign up, will also have his 
studio kit with him to take their portraits. 

Have you got what it takes to promote our work 
and sign people up to regular giving? We still have 
a few places left if you would like to join the team, 
and we’ll pay half your ticket cost in return for two 
sessions a day on the stand.

Please email us at admin@flameinternational.org 
with your details, experience and availability. BI
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New website goes live
With thanks to our friends at 
Spread Communications  and 
Ollie Ford & Co. we are delighted 
to launch our new website. It’s 
now easier than ever to keep up 
to date with all our news, articles 
and diary dates. Visit us at:
www.flameinternational.org

BI

Faith with Attitude
for Women...for Life
Liberti Magazine is a vibrant, 
contemporary magazine with a 
heart for freedom.

The magazine is currently 
published four times a year and 
is full of inspirational interviews 
and articles answering the same 
questions that you find addressed 
in Cosmopolitan, Red and other 
women’s magazines that you find 
on the shelf at the newsagent. It 
looks at real issues faced by real 
women living in the real world.

There’s one key difference. 
Liberti won’t tell you that you 
need to be thinner, blonder or 
smoother, it won’t tell you that 
you’re not matching up to an 
‘ideal’ constructed by a world 
out of control and it won’t give 
you ten ways to please your man. 
They call it ‘speaking the world’s 
language with a Kingdom accent’.

Find out more at:
www.libertimagazine.com

Message from Jan:
“See, I am doing a 
new thing! Now it 
springs up, do you not 
perceive it?”
This scripture was sent to us for 
our last mission but it seems to 
have a wider application than 
that for us. I believe the Lord is 
taking us to deeper levels of trust 
within Flame International.  We 
have sensed his favour as we 
explore new ways of ministering, 
new places in which to minister 
and helping people in practical 
ways after they have received 
ministry from us. We have had 
disappointments this year such 
as having to cancel the mission to 
South Sudan in January, and yet 
we have also had an extraordinary 
mission in the DRC where, in 
part, we were ministering to 
victims of rape. We have seen 
unsurpassed joy when healing 
and love has been received. I 
believe the Lord is testing us as 
a ministry - he is challenging us 
and we need to be hearing his 
voice. We need your prayers as 
we trust the Lord for our future. 
When the Lord does something 
new, life will change, people 
will change and the structure of 
the organisation may change. 
This is scary and exciting - the 
adrenaline is flowing and we hope 
to see significant multiplication 
as a result!  I hope you will join 
in more with the exciting things 
Jesus is doing, we so want you to 
join in with us!

In Jesus’ name
Jan Ransom
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Prayer Day: Camberley
St. Paul’s Church, Crawley Ridge, 
Camberley, Surrey GU15 2AD
9.30am - 4.00pm   Please bring lunch.

Brother Yun Tour
Brother Yun visits for nine days this summer 
and speaks at events across the country.
See page 11 for details.

Training Day: Crewe
West Street Christian Fellowship
Crewe, CW1 3HE
9.30am - 4.00pm   Please bring lunch.

Mission: Kajo Keji, South Sudan
Please contact the office if you would like
to join the Young Adults team, receive prayer 
updates or to donate towards this mission.

New Wine: Week 1
Please contact the office if you would like 
to join our award-winning Summer Events 
Team at New Wine this year.

New Wine: Week 2
Please contact the office if you would like 
to join our award-winning Summer Events 
Team at New Wine this year.

BI Momentum
Please contact the office if you would like 
to join our award-winning Summer Events 
Team at Momentum this year.









































 

 

     


 


