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This summer has brought with it some big challenges for 
us at Flame International – not least of which is a massive 
café venue at New Wine that’s manned by more than 60 

volunteers over the two-week festival. Along with serving 
refreshments until late in the evening we’ll be talking to 

people and asking, “Will you choose to see?”

THERE ARE NONE SO BLIND 
AS THOSE WHO WILL NOT SEE

Many of the people we’ve ministered to and photographed 
over the past year have had to cover their faces so as not to 
be recognised by those who persecute them, but are their 
faces also hidden from us? Have we chosen to turn a blind 
eye? As it has been said, there are none so blind as those 

who will not see and it’s our prayer this summer that more 
and more people will be made aware and choose to support 

our new ministry to the persecuted church.

I hope you enjoy all the articles from our range of 
contributors in this edition of Burning Issues and, from  

all of us at Flame International, we hope you have a  
fabulous summer.

Gareth Barton
BI Editor

Our vision is to see people set free from the pain 
and trauma of war, terror or oppression –releasing 
God’s healing, forgiveness and reconciliation.

Registered Charity Number 1096374

Flame International, PO BOX 
424, Aldershot, GU11 9ER

Tel: 01252 336509

flameinternational.org   
admin@flameinternational.org
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For years Flame has ministered into civil war and 
genocide, the violence from rebel raids and tribal 
conflict, mostly in Sub-Saharan Africa. More recently 
we’ve ministered into gender-based violence in DRC 
and historical conflict and the effects of communism 
in Armenia. The range of trauma and conflict that 
we’re working with is broadening. The vision and 
the work remains the same but – to use a military 
term – the theatre changes. In the last year we’ve been 
invited for the first time to work with the persecuted 
church and that means adding a whole new area of 
understanding and ministry preparation.

Persecution is defined as the systematic mistreatment 
of an individual or group by an individual or group, 
most commonly on the basis of ethnicity, politics or 
belief. Most conflict occurs along these lines of course 
but it’s mostly two groups fighting each other. It could 
be said that persecution occurs when only one side is 
fighting and the other side is powerless to defend itself. 
And the final expression of persecution is genocide - 
the intentional action to systematically eliminate an 
ethnic, national, racial, or religious group.

Flame International has been ministering into the 
effects of persecution for years in places that have 
experienced genocide such as Rwanda and Burundi 
but it’s first encounter with people suffering on-going 
persecution was on the basis of gender.

You’ve heard the United Nations quoted by us before, 
that eastern Democratic Republic of Congo is ‘the most 
dangerous place on earth for a woman’, and the ‘rape 
capital of the world’. What started out as a specific and 
targeted weapon of war in Rwanda (along with the 
killing of men and the stealing of land and possessions) 
spread across the border when the militants fled at 
the end of the war, and has now become an ingrained 
behaviour, long after the conflict has ended. The killing 
and stealing has stopped, but not the rape. A weapon 
of war is now being deployed into a (largely) peaceful 
situation. Why is a weapon of war being used against 
people in peacetime? 

 The raping of women in DRC is a regional persecution 
of women on a massive scale and Flame International 
has been working with the Anglican Church over the 
last five years to train its pastors and to run conferences 
for women who’ve been raped, helping to set them free 
from the trauma of the violence and of the on going 
blight of stigmatisation and persecution.

Then in 2015 a Flame team was invited to spend time 
with people in the persecuted church in Asia and it was 
a truly humbling experience to minister into the lives 
of these extraordinary people.  

PERSECUTION
FLAME INTERNATIONAL SETS PEOPLE FREE FROM  

THE TRAUMA OF CONFLICT. THE TRAUMA COMES IN 
MANY FORMS, AS DOES THE CONFLICT. AS FLAME 

TEAMS ARE INVITED INTO DIFFERENT REGIONS AND 
NATIONS SO THE EMPHASIS AND THE LANGUAGE 

CHANGES FOR THAT SITUATION. 
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One such person whose story we briefly shared with 
you in our last edition, is Sahar. Sahar’s family lived on 
a street directly opposite a church and, as a teenager, 
Sahar was attracted to the worship and teaching that 
she could hear from her bedroom window. One night 
she crept out and went to the church but she was 
found out and beaten by her parents. Their threats 
didn’t deter her and the following week Sahar crept 
out of her window again. The second beating was 
accompanied by threats but over time, and with 
courageous persistence, Sahar won her fight to attend 
the church and became a Christian. The family didn’t 
speak about it but it was a cause of shame for them. 

Eventually Sahar left home and married a Christian 
man with whom she started a family. One summer 
night, in the early stages of pregnancy, and as she slept 
out in the open on the roof of her home, Sahar was 
woken in the early hours to find a man standing over 
her. He was pouring liquid on her and then he set  
her alight.

Sahar was badly burned from the waist down and 
spent days in the hospital fighting for her life. They 
didn’t think she would make it but Sahar confounded 
the doctors by making a full recovery. Her baby didn’t 
survive. Today Sahar is happy, despite the tears shed 
for the lost baby. She has her children with her and 
helps her husband as he leads a church far away from 
the threats of her ashamed family. That’s not to say that 
they don’t live their lives looking over their shoulder. 
They do.i

 
So too are those who live among the ethnic Christian 
community. There’s a stated government policy of 
tolerance towards this tiny minority and churches are 
permitted, but the reality is very different with terrible 
housing conditions in a clearly defined ghetto, access  
to very limited, if any, education, only the worst of 
menial jobs and restrictions on business ownership. 
These are people who are carefully and deliberately 
held down. But that’s not enough for some. Taliban 
suicide bombers are sent into the ghetto to target 
gatherings of Christians as they try to make their way.

Sahar
TALIBAN SUICIDE
BOMBERS ARE 
SENT INTO 
THE GHETTO  
TO TARGET
GATHERINGS  
OF CHRISTIANS

PERSECUTION  |   Christians who fear for their lives
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Aanya 
Aanya’s husband was preparing to 
sell ice creams to the congregation 
as they made their way out of 
church on a hot and dusty Sunday 
morning when he was shot dead 
by a Taliban bomber as he tried to 
secure the best place to detonate his 
ball bearing-packed suicide vest. 

Another victim of the machine 
gun fire was 22 year old Javed 
who was shot returning from his 
work on a building site. His young 
widow holds onto their young 
child and weeps when she thinks 
of their future just two years after 
celebrating their wedding.  



WE SHED TEARS    
TOGETHER FOR THE 
LOSS AND FOR THE 
FEARFUL FUTURE 
THEY NOW FACE    

Mariam
A courageous church member tackled the bomber 
and wrestled him away from the church entrance 
and was killed as the bomber blew himself up. The 
actions of that man saved many lives but Mariam’s 
father was one of the few that were killed by the blast, 
albeit not immediately. He lost a leg and the hospital 
surgeons had to roughly stitch on his jaw so that the 
family could sit by his side for the three days it took 
him to die. 

We shed tears together (not for the first or last time 
on this trip) for the loss, and for the fearful future 
they now face. And this has become a key feature 
of working in this arena – that as much as for the 
trauma of past events, what we’re being asked to 
minister into with those being persecuted is what  
lies ahead.

Flame International have recently responded to 
many suggestions that we get involved in the refugee 
crisis affecting tens of thousands of Iraqi Christians 
fleeing the so-called Islamic State into Jordan. I 
joined a small team on an exploratory visit earlier 
this year and met with two families in the capital, 
Amman. The camps in the desert that we’ve all heard 
so much about are home to around 600,000 Syrian 
Muslims fleeing the civil war. They are looked after 
with international aid and provided shelter, food 
and medical care. But the camps are unsafe for the 
Christians fleeing IS in Iraq. They flock to the capital 
and, with little or no support, it’s the church that 
finds them a place to live and food to eat.

Persecution08
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Tariq
Some have relatives who are already settled in 
squats or spare rooms. I met one such family 
on the day that they arrived in the city. Tariq 
and Sarah, with their two children had to leave 
Nineveh in a hurry. Tariq described the panic 
as people climbed onto flatbed trucks as rocket-
propelled grenades got closer and closer. He 
showed me his three year old daughter’s badly 
deformed finger - broken in the clamour to 
escape. There are now eight of them crammed 
into a tiny, squalid apartment.

Sara
A few miles away, in another dimly lit concrete 
apartment, live a family of ten. Grandmother Sara 
lost her husband when he was executed by the 
Mujahedin as a message to other Christians to 
leave the country. The family left for good when 
her son was also killed by the jihadists, leaving a 
wife and three children. I asked Sara if she had 
been able to forgive those that had killed her 
husband and son. “Never,” she replied, and her 
very demure countenance changed in a moment. 

“I pray every day,” she said angrily, “that God will 
never forgive them.”

FREEDOM
It’s clear that the trauma they carry for the past is massive, but so too is the 
fear they have for the future. They, like the raped women in DRC and the 
Christians persecuted in the ghettos, are more concerned with what’s in front 
of them than what’s behind them. 

But for the Flame teams the ministry remains the same- getting to the root  
of the fear and trauma and seeing God set them free to face their future 
without the spiritual and emotional burdens of the past. We look forward to 
the on going privilege of walking with them on their journey as brothers and 
sisters in Christ Jesus. Gareth Barton 

Feature
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THERE IS A WAR ON CHILDREN IN IRAQ OF A  
DIABOLICAL NATURE THAT HAS NEVER BEEN 

SEEN IN OUR LIFETIME, BUT IF CHRISTIANS HIDE 
THEIR HEADS IN THE SAND, MAYBE, JUST MAYBE, 

IT WILL GO AWAY. OR MAYBE IT WON’T.

EUGENE BACH REPORTS ON THE WORK OF BACK 
TO JERUSALEM IN THE FACE OF THIS EVIL.

A WAR ON 
CHILDREN
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In 2015, ISIS jihadi fighters force a young boy to 
execute a man accused of spying by putting a gun 
in his fragile young hands. The gun is not a toy.  
The young boy witnesses the man’s brains blown 
out as he pulls the trigger. The boy needs someone 
to show him the love of Jesus Christ but maybe, 
just maybe, someone else will do it. Or maybe not.

Also in 2015, 25 children were marched behind 25 
ISIS prisoners. 25 children were each given guns 
and forced to point those weapons at the back of 
the heads of the 25 prisoners. Each child, one by 
one, pulled the trigger, and duly executed every 
prisoner. 25 young lives will never be the same but 
maybe, just maybe, ISIS will run out of ambition 
one day and just…stop. Or maybe not.

74 small children heard the rumbling in their 
tummies during Ramadan of 2015, a time when 
Muslims worldwide fast from food. They did not 
know that their lives would be required of them if 
they had a small bite to eat. One by one, the small 
children were executed for eating during Ramadan. 
Their laughter will never be heard again. They will 
never play pretend games outside of their homes 
again. They have been forever silenced. Their  
blood calls out, but who is there to answer?

At what point does news become more than news 
and a story more than just a story?  When do 
Christians shake themselves from their drunken 
stupor of being professional apathetic observers 
and wake up to the tragedy that is taking place  
in Iraq?  

  

July 2016

EACH CHILD,  
ONE BY ONE, 
PULLED THE
TRIGGER, AND 
DULY EXECUTED 
EVERY PRISONER



SHOWING 
SYMPATHY IS 
NOT THE SAME 
AS SHOWING THE 
LOVE OF CHRIST 
Satisfied with the mere consumption of information 
regarding the misery of children in Iraq has led 
many sleepy Christians to mistakenly believe that 
enlightenment is equal to charitable engagement, but 
it is not.  In fact, if anything, information is more 
damning for the Christian that knows and does nothing 
than for the Christian that lives in ignorance of the 
suffering all together.

On April 28th, 2016, during a live phone interview with 
Back to Jerusalem, Member of Parliament, Vian Dakhil, 
shared about the plight of the Yazidi children in Iraq.  
Madam Vian Dakhil is the only female Yazidi member 
in the Iraqi Parliament and spends a lot of time in the 
refugee camps with the children who have escaped 
from ISIS.  She has been recognised around the world 
for being a hero for women and children in Iraq who 
have been hit hardest by ISIS.  

Madam Vian is also the recipient of the 2016 Geneva 
Women’s Freedom award for her efforts in Iraq.  

“Two weeks ago when I was visiting an all girls [refugee
camp” Vian says, “I spent time with one girl who told 
me how she escaped from ISIS.”  

The story Vian shared was about Ramia (not her real 
name), an 11 year old girl from northern Iraq who had 
been captured by the Islamic group ISIS more than a 
year and a half ago when she was only 10. After she was 
captured, she was sold to an ISIS soldier who she was 
forced to marry.

Slave markets for women were set up in Mosul, Iraq 
after the invasion of Sinjar in northwestern Iraq in 
August 2014.  After the invasion, young boys were 
taken to train as soldiers and young girls were sent 
off to be young brides. It is not clear how many times 
Ramia was sold, remarried, and passed around to other 
soldiers, but it is clear from Vian that she was brutally 
raped multiple times over the last year while captive  
to ISIS.

In March, Ramia thought of a plan to escape.  
According to Vian, Ramia was living in the same house 
as her 17 year old aunt, who was also a sex slave for ISIS.
“She told her captors that she was not able to sleep,”
Vian says as she retells the story.  “They gave her  
some sleeping pills to help her sleep at night.”  

Ramia did not use the sleeping pills.  Instead she 
secretly saved them and when the time was right, she 
crushed them up and put them in the tea of the men 
who held her and her aunt captive.  Vian goes on to tell 
the story, “Once the ISIS soldiers were asleep, she was 
able to leave at about midnight.”  

Ramia and her 17 year old aunt were able to sneak 
out of the house at midnight, but that was only the 
beginning.  In order to get to safety, they would have 
to walk through their village without being caught.  
Women walking without an escort that late at night 
would surely be executed – even if neither of them  
were over 18 years old.  

After making it through the village without anyone 
seeing them, they would have to walk through the 
desert mountains in complete darkness during the cold 
months of the year when temperatures can drop below 
zero degrees Celsius.  

Ramia and her aunt walked for nine hours through  
the night and arrived at the Peshmerga front lines in 
Iraq’s Kurdistan region where they were finally able to 
find safety.  

Ramia is not alone.  There are many girls like her that 
have escaped and made it back to their families, but the 
nightmare is far from over after their escape.  

In 2015, Back to Jerusalem was given a list of more than 
400 names of young girls who had been documented 
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by the United Nations as sex slaves who had, like 
Ramia, escaped from ISIS.  Upon reuniting with 
their families, they were immediately rejected.  
Because they had been raped, the girls were 
considered to bring shame to their families and 
communities.  Though these children had escaped 
from ISIS, their nightmare was far from over.  

This tragic reality in Iraq has prompted Back to 
Jerusalem to build a school for the young children 
who have been hit hardest by ISIS and also to build 
a safe house for women, like Ramia, who need a 
place to feel safe again.  

The Back to Jerusalem safe house provides food, 
shelter, 24 hour female support, and professional 
counselling.  In addition to that, the safe house 
also has business opportunities for the young girls 
so that, after their primary education, they can 
learn a skill and start their own businesses. Back 
to Jerusalem is not only investing in their training, 
but also in their business ventures so that they will 
have less of a chance to become victims again in 
their society due to extreme poverty.

There are many ways that Christians can help, 
but what they cannot do is continue to ignore 
the tragedy that is taking place.  Iraq’s problems 
are not isolated.  The evil that has been pillaging 
children is spilling over and making its way 
to many different countries around the world, 
including Europe and America.  

Ignoring the problem is making it worse.  
Managing the refugee crisis from Iraq is merely 
treating the symptoms.  The heart of the problem 
is in Iraq and must be dealt with at the source.  

The war on children in Iraq is evil in every 
way, but it is not hopeless.  Christians have an 
opportunity to make a difference.  There are 
many opportunities for Christians to get involved.  
You can travel to Iraq together with the Back 
to Jerusalem missionaries from China, or raise 
awareness about the situation in your bible study 
and church service, or even go online and donate 
to the ongoing efforts of Back to Jerusalem at 
www.backtojerusalem.com.  Eugene Bach 

RAMA WAS SOLD, 
REMARRIED, AND  
PASSED AROUND 
TO OTHER SOLDIERS
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It’s common for us on mission trips 
to find the high places in which to 
pray over a nation and to bless it. 

Here, standing atop Mount Nebo, 
the very mountain that Moses 
climbed, Flame International 
founder Jan Ransom prays across 
the Jordan River for the nation  
of Israel.

PHOTO
FEATURE
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‘Then Moses went up to Mount Nebo from 
the plains of Moab and climbed Pisgah Peak, 
which is across from Jericho. And the Lord 
showed him the whole land, from Gilead as 
far as Dan; all the land of Naphtali; the land 
of Ephraim and Manasseh; all the land of 
Judah, extending to the Mediterranean Sea; 
the Negev; the Jordan Valley with Jericho—
the city of palms—as far as Zoar.

Then the Lord said to Moses, “This is the  
land I promised on oath to Abraham,  
Isaac, and Jacob when I said, ‘I will give  
it to your descendants.’” 

Deuteronomy 43 v1-4

Gareth Barton 
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MINISTRY BOOK EXCERPT SERIES

Lighting Fires in the Dark, written by Jonathan 
Liggins, is Flame International’s first book. It charts 
the first ten years of ministry into war torn post-
conflict zones and tells of God’s love and healing as 
a small team stepped out in faith in response to his 
word. This chapter from the book describes Flame’s 
distinctive ministry.

Jonathan Liggins

Matthew Parris, well-known 
Times columnist of many years’ 
standing, was born and brought 
up in Malawi, returning there 
in 2008, over forty years after 
he left it, to view the work of 
a small British aid charity. On 
27th December 2008, as a result 
of what he saw, he published an 
article in The Times entitled, “As 
an Atheist, I truly believe Africa 
needs God.”

“Now a confirmed atheist,” he 
wrote, “I’ve become convinced 
of the enormous contribution 
that Christian evangelism makes 
in Africa: sharply distinct from 
the work of secular NGOs, 
government projects and 
international aid efforts. These 

alone will not do. Education and 
training will not do. In Africa 
Christianity changes people’s 
hearts. It brings a spiritual 
transformation. The rebirth is 
real. The change is good.” He 
admitted quite freely that this 
was not a conclusion he wanted 
to reach but made it clear that 
his thoughts tied in with what 
he had seen and experienced 
years before both as a boy and  
a young man.

Flame International is totally 
committed to Christian 
evangelism – but not in a 
conventional way. If put as a 
typical multiple-choice question, 
asking what Flame International 
does, the choices might be:

•  A missionary society
•  An aid agency
•  A Non-Governmental 

Organisation (NGO)
•  None of the above

The answer would be the fourth 
– none of the above – because 
Flame’s is a unique work fitting 
none of the recognised categories. 
It shares some characteristics of 
the first two whilst, on just one 
occasion, it registered for a time 
as an NGO. This was in Uganda 
and was for a specific purpose. It 
had applied for European Union 
funds to facilitate its trauma 
healing work in the country and 
registration was a pre-condition 
to the granting of money to any 
organisation. Sadly, despite the  
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request to register having come 
from a Ugandan official who 
handled European funds, and 
despite one of Flame’s trustees 
spending three complete weeks 
putting together the bid, nothing 
came of it. It is, just possibly, 
something that may bear fruit  
at some time in the future.

Flame believes strongly in the 
need for people to accept the 
salvation that Jesus brings and 
the abundant life that is part of 
it. Its teams regard themselves as 

‘going on mission’. The Gospel is 
always preached and people are 
urged to respond. “The Gospel,” 
says Jan Ransom, “is the greatest 
form of healing.”  Bill Hybels, 
well-known Christian leader and 
Senior Pastor at Willow Creek 
Community Church in Chicago, 
speaks in similar terms. “We get 
to look for God’s truest treasure, 
which is people,” he says. “The 
greatest contribution you can 
make to anybody’s life is an 
introduction to the God who 
loves them.” 

St. Paul said excitedly in 2 
Corinthians 5:17 that: ‘Therefore, 
if anyone is in Christ, the new 
creation has come: the old has 
gone, the new is here!’ Eugene 
Peterson, in his life-giving, 
modern translation puts it as: 

‘Now we look inside, and what 
we see is that anyone united with 
the Messiah gets a fresh start, is 
created new. The old life is gone; 
a new life burgeons!’ What both 

St. Paul and Eugene Peterson are 
saying is exactly what Matthew 
Parris has observed on the 
ground of Africa – in itself,  
the Gospel brings healing. It  
is life-giving.

But that is where the similarity 
to a missionary society stops. 
Flame’s missions are short-
term and it has no permanent 
presence in countries where it 
works.

On occasion Flame provides 
practical assistance: sewing 
machines to enable women to 
work; bikes to allow mobility; 
even a motorcycle to allow a 
bishop to get around his vast 
diocese. To 
this very 
limited extent 
it has the 
characteristic  
of an aid 
agency. 

On occasion, 
too, Flame 
has been able 
to influence 
thinking in the House of 
Commons. Guildford MP, Anne 
Milton, mentioned concerns 
Flame had raised about the 
situation in the Nuba Mountains 
of South Sudan in a debate on 
Foreign Affairs in the House of 
Commons on 23rd November 
2009.  

Part of Flame’s uniqueness is 
in the combination it brings of 

 LIGHTING FIRES IN THE DARK
preaching the gospel and prayer 
ministry for healing. Its work 
reflects the words of Isaiah:

‘The Spirit of the Sovereign 
Lord is upon me because he 
has anointed me to preach 
good news to the poor. He has 
sent me to bind up the broken-
hearted, to proclaim freedom 
for the captives and release from 
darkness for the prisoners, to 
proclaim the year of the Lord’s 
favour…to comfort all who 
mourn...to bestow on them a 
crown of beauty instead of ashes, 
the oil of gladness instead of 
mourning, a garment of praise 
instead of a spirit of despair.’ 
Isaiah 61: 1-4

These famous words, spoken at 
a time when many of the Jews 
were struggling to come to terms 
with exile in Babylonia, were 
later used by Jesus to describe 
his ministry. They have been a 
template for Christians through 
the ages and describe exactly the 
work of Flame International.

It is worth repeating that Flame 
is virtually unique in the work it 
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 The greatest contribution    
 you can make to anybody’s    
 life is an introduction to  
 the God who loves them 

 BILL HYBELS
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JONATHAN LIGGINS

does. Its heart is for the hurting, 
for the broken, for the poorest, 
for those whose lives have been 
wrecked by war and oppression. 
Its first decade was spent mostly 
in ministering to the people 
of Africa, a continent that has 
seen more than its fair share of 
brutality, gruesome civil war and 
genocide. In just such countries 
Flame has worked: it is still 
working in most of them and the 
many people it has trained and 
healed are bringing healing to 
many others.

‘Genocide’ is a comparatively 
recent addition to the English 
language. Chambers Dictionary 
defines it as ‘the deliberate 
extermination of a racial, 
national, religious or ethnic 
group’. In layman’s terms it is the 
killing of a group of people for 
no reason other than their origin 
or beliefs. It was what Adolf 
Hitler tried to do to the Jews 
during, and in the years leading 
up to, World War II:  
the Holocaust.  

‘Trauma’ is the word most often 
used to describe the effect of 
genocide on the survivors. ‘A 
trauma is an intensely painful 
emotional experience,’ wrote 
Christian psychologists Henry 
Cloud and John Townsend 
in their interesting book, 
Boundaries. They went on to say 
that, ‘The heart of God seems to 
beat especially close to the victim 
of trauma: “He has sent me to 

bind up the broken-hearted” 
(Isaiah 61:1)’.   

And yet dictionary definitions, 
and even some psychologists’ 
terms, do not bring over the real 
human horrors of genocide and 
trauma. Jan Ransom describes 
them in their real colours from 
first-hand experience over many 
years of ministry 
to victims. She says 
simply, “Brokenness. 
Jesus came to heal the 
broken. Many of the 
people we minister to 
have broken hearts. 
The consequences 
are things like 
inability to forgive; 
gut-wrenching fear 
and grief and sadness. 
Gut-wrenching is the 
word. Trauma has the 
effect of immobilising 
people. They are numb. They 
cannot show emotion.  
Everything is closed down.”

Flame’s Rosemary Piercy, who 
has considerable counselling 
experience, both secular and 
Christian, describes trauma as 
“a deep wounding, which is often 
beyond the reach of conventional 
counselling or prayer ministry.” 
However, she goes on to say 
that, “When the time is right, 
we ask Jesus to reach down and 
release the trauma, and this leads, 
sometimes over a period of time, 
to full healing.”

The infamous Lord’s Resistance 

Army – the LRA – continues 
to be responsible for a huge 
amount of trauma as a result of 
its brutality. It has no clear aims 
and its soldiers owe allegiance 
to no one except themselves and 
the LRA’s leader, Joseph Kony. Its 
activities make Kony one of the 
most wanted men in the world.

This private army kidnaps large 
numbers of children to turn 
them into child soldiers who will 
kill without compunction. For 
the girls, abduction is likely to 
mean becoming a sex slave to 
one of the senior soldiers.  
A few children manage to escape. 
For them, their experiences 
make it extremely difficult to 
settle back into family and 
village life. They may well have 
been forced by their abductors 
to kill family members or other 
villagers,  
so child, family and community 
members may need extensive 
ministry to make the change 
successfully.  

Jonathan Liggins
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 For this reason I   
 remind you to fan into  
 flame the gift of God,  
 which is in you  
 through the laying  
 on of my hands 

 2 TIMOTHY 1:6-7
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 LIGHTING FIRES IN THE DARK

Sierra Leone, Flame’s first 
destination as a registered charity, 
saw 50,000 of its populace 
brutally murdered. Thousands 
of survivors lost both their 
homes and the communities 
in which they had once thrived. 
The 1994 genocide in Rwanda, 
taking place under the eye of 
the international community 
which did nothing to stop it, 
brought death to an estimated 
one million, mainly Tutsis but 
including many moderate  
Hutus who refused to take  
part in the massacre.

Sudan was at war with itself 
almost continuously from 
1954 until the signing of 
the Comprehensive Peace 
Agreement in 2005. Flame’s first 
mission to it came just a week 
after the signing of the treaty.  
The setting up in great hope 

and joy of the State of Southern 
Sudan in July 2011 has sadly seen 
a continuation of violence with 
the Islamic north bombing the 
people of the Nuba Mountains  

– the dividing line and buffer 
zone between the two states – 
whilst Southern Sudan has been 
at war with itself because of 
tribal antagonism.

Similar tragedies have occurred 
in Uganda, Burundi, the 
Republic of Congo and the 
Democratic Republic of Congo. 
And, in the midst of it all, the 
LRA has rampaged through the 
Democratic Republic of Congo, 
Uganda and Sudan. 

All of these conflicts have 
brought the brokenness of 
trauma to huge numbers of 
people and, with it, the need  
for healing.

CALLED TO THE 
HARDEST PLACES 
Not only is Flame’s ministry to 
the broken but it also goes to 
areas where almost no one else 
goes. The remoteness of some 
locations can be gauged by the 
fact that, when a team first went 
into the remote Nuba Mountains, 
many of the people had rarely 
seen a white face. To gain 
access to these places Mission 
Aviation Fellowship’s help is 
vital, with its fleet of light aircraft 
and skilled pilots. A glance 
at MAF’s requirements on its 
website attests to the skills and 
experience it requires of its pilots.

Another unique feature of the 
charity lies in its teams spending 
time with the armed forces 
when on mission, ministering 
to war-weary and traumatised 
soldiers. Why the armed forces? 
Jan’s answer is impressive, “The 
military are gatekeepers into 
the nation,” she says. “They 
have authority, they have power 
and that power can be used in 
a godly way or an ungodly way. 
We’ve seen the ungodly in the 
Democratic Republic  
of Congo, where soldiers 
have gone and raped women 
under the authority of their 
Commanding Officer.”

And, as if soldiers were not 
enough, at the end of missions 
teams make a point, where 
possible, of going to local prisons, 
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ministering to men who are 
often in shackles. They visit 
hospitals regularly and preach in 
market places, providing  
a window to everyone for  
the Gospel.

Flame’s trips are not without 
personal risk. Reflecting Jan 
Ransom’s experience at the end 
of her Year of Humbling, one 
supporter, who has taken part 
in many Flame trips to Africa, 
said, “One of the things I have 
learnt when I go on a Flame 
trip is never to assume that I 
am coming home again. Flame 
does all that it can in taking 
reasonable precautions and 
in seeking the Lord. However, 
ultimately, when he gives a green 
light to go, team members need 
to go and not count the cost of 
what this might mean. This is a 
key to Flame fulfilling its mission 
and God-given potential, not 
least in the anticipation that 
spiritually darker days are yet  
to come.”

Twice in the first ten years the 
trustees found it necessary to 
cancel missions as a result of 
particularly serious security 
situations. On one of these 
occasions the local bishop urged 
cancellation. The other was a 
mission that had been arranged 
to Malakal, a town in South 
Sudan lying on the banks of 
the White Nile and about four 
hundred miles north of the 
Republic’s capital, Juba. This was 
in 2007 and Flame cancelled 

with extreme reluctance but 
under conviction that the Lord 
was clearly directing this.

The same team member 
commented that, “The days we 
live in are very urgent. Flame 
has a unique ministry to difficult 
and remote parts of the world. 
In some instances, the doors 
of opportunity are unlikely 
to remain open for 
long – so there is a 
real urgency to go if 
and when the Lord 
asks. However, it has 
to be at the right time, 
with the right prayer 
cover and other aspects 
put in place. There 
was a very sobering 
trustees meeting when 
the decision had to 
be taken to delay the 
planned trip to Malakal, 
as the necessary prayer cover was 
not in place. The Lord showed us 
that it was possible that not all 
of the team could come back if 
we went.”

She continued, “However, we 
learnt through that too. The Lord 
is gracious and kind to those 
who are willing to go and do 
their best!”

The cancellation came about as 
a result of clear leading given to 
Gabby Llewelyn, who was chair 
of the trustees at the time.
“I had a huge check about the 
safety of the team going. It was 
not until the morning of the 

trustees meeting when I was 
to share my thoughts with the 
trustees – I had already done so 
with Jan – that God gave me the 
scripture and confirmation in 
my mind that we did not have 
enough prayer cover for the trip. 
It was a very tough time for me 
as it was to be a strategic visit 
and many were disappointed 
but I knew for sure that God 

had halted it. People in my 
church had prayed and given 
very relevant pictures, having 
had no knowledge about what 
I was asking them to pray for.  
I still believe God kept us in 
Flame from some disaster in that 
season, and do not think we will 
know until we are in Glory what 
it was about, but good came out 
of it as it always does.”

That good was very good. It was 
the birth of the Prayer Carpet, 
with Flame supporters promising 
one twelve hour ‘shift’ every 
month in order to provide 24/7 
prayer cover...to be continued.  

 One of the things  
 I have learnt when I   
 go on a Flame trip is   
 never to assume  
 that I am coming  
 home again 

Jonathan Liggins

July 2016
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In 2010 I was seriously injured in Afghanistan whilst 
serving in the Royal Engineers. In 2014, after a long 
road to recovery, I felt called to mission with Flame 
and the following February I went with them to South 
Sudan. I wasn’t sure if I was going back but I saw Jan at 
Flame’s New Wine cafe and she said, “We’re going back 
to Torit, do you want to come?” Wow, I had just started 
a new job and we had also begun the adoption process 
so this was a big decision. God truly is the God of the 
impossible - in the months before the mission I watched 
every obstacle to my going moved out of the way.

Seeing people I knew from 2015 was really emotional 
and uplifting. Experiencing their reaction at our 
return and seeing how the Holy Spirit had been at 
work in the area was amazing. We held healing and 
reconciliation conferences in Torit, Magwe and Nimule, 
and witnessed God’s power as people were set free from 
pain and suffering.

I won’t forget the day when an older blind lady gave her 
testimony. I’d seen her walk past the day before – she 
was hunched over with two sticks, eyes shut. But now 

her eyes were alert and bright, and as she spoke her 
face was a picture of happiness. She said that when she 
got home after prayer, the pain behind her eyes had 
completely gone. Praise be to God.

We were drawn to pray at the River Nile, it being a 
strategic gateway into South Sudan. The road there was 
badly rutted and the Bishop’s old truck kept cutting 
out. At one point he had to take off the fuel filter and 
suck out the dirt! Eventually we arrived and prayed for 
healing and cleansing over the mighty river. 

We also received words from one of our prayer 
supporters in the UK that we should announce God’s 
presence on the roads with trumpeting. So on the road 
back we stood up in the back of the truck, improvising 
the sound of trumpets! I’ve always known that God has 
a sense of humour.  Phillip Taber 

God truly is  the God of  the impossible,

A DAY I WON’T FORGET
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The Flame 1000 Club is seeking 1000 people 
who will commit to giving £10 a month or 
more to support the on going work of the 
charity. The club raises money that is primarily 
used to fund new initiatives such as the early 
‘recces’ into Pakistan. It also provides essential 
funding for the less glamorous side of the 
work and enables us to get the very best office 
support team in place. We’ll send you a stylish 
Flame fleece when you sign up and keep you 
up to date with how your giving is making a 
difference throughout the year. 

Come and join us in the UK as we run various 
days around the country for prayer, training and 
healing ministry. These are great opportunities 
to meet with the team and to connect with us 
in fresh ways as we go deeper in intercession, 
mission and ministry preparation and personal 
development. Keep an eye on our events diary 
and on our website, we also publish dates on 
our Facebook page. We look forward to seeing 
you there.

Our pray-ers provide vital prayer cover for 
each day of the year. Throughout the country 
our intercessors are kept up to date with all 
our mission trips, developments, needs and 
answers to prayer. If you’d like to join us, you will 
be allocated a specific date on which to pray 
every month. You will also be given a time slot 
in which to pray on that day – either 8am  
to 8pm or 8pm to 8am. At the end of each 
month you will be sent an update with some 
specific needs and prayer points for the 
following month. 

FLAME 1000 CLUB

PRAYER CARPET

UK DAYS

JOIN IN We would love to chat about how you can get 
involved. Please call us on: 01252 336509

July 2016
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Prayer Diary24

Momentum. For Gareth and Tish as 
they build relationships with trusts 
who support us financially; and for 
new relationships with trusts. Jan is 
speaking at the Filling Station on 21 
Jul, pray for salvation and healing.

24 Jul: The Flame teams are at 
New Wine Week 1 running the café 
venue. Pray for strength, abundant 
grace, fun and many new contacts as 
well as meeting the Flame family  
of supporters. 

31 Jul: The Flame teams change 
over for New Wine Week 2. Pray 
again for strength, abundant grace, 
fun and many new contacts as  
well as meeting the Flame family  
of supporters. 

3 Jul: Pray for the Young Adult 
team in Entebbe as they spend this 
time bonding as a team, rehearsing 
the teaching and dramas. Pray for 
safety, good health and courage 
as they step out for Jesus.  Pray 
also as we try to assist our Area 
Representatives to promote Flame 
International. Pray particularly for 
Elizabeth Pilbro who has joined the 
team managing area reps.

10 Jul: The Young Adult team is in 
Aru, DRC, out in local churches and 
on visits to the prison, police, army, 
hospital and schools. Pray they will 
see God bring healing as they pray 
for many people.

17 Jul: For Charl as she runs 
the stand with a young team at 

07 Aug: For the Bishops in Congo 
NE DRC, and for peace across the 
land. The Presidential elections later 
this year may not happen and this 
could potentially cause unrest. Pray 
for wisdom for the Bishops, and 
unity of God’s church as collectively 
they spread the Gospel message of 
love and peace.

14 Aug: For Val as she preaches at 
Heversham and for the first Flame 
Focus at Milnthorpe on 15th, as we 
seek to grow our supporter base 
through the Area Reps. For the 
Ross-Russell family as they run the 
Flame stand at Thirsk Regional New 
Wine 19 – 22 August. This is a new 
venture. Pray for Jan and Val who 
hope to be in Dubai to discuss the 
strategy of our Chinese partners.

BURNING ISSUES
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21 Aug: For peace in South Sudan. 
God’s protection and wisdom over 
Bishop Samuel as Chairman of 
peace and reconciliation teams.  
For our Chinese mission partners  
as they extend God’s love into  
South Sudan and as new people 
arrive. Pray too for future moves 
and extension beyond their  
current location.

28 Aug: The mission team into 
the Middle East lead by Jan and the 
Aweil, South Sudan team lead by 
Val who depart on 3 September. 
Pray for final preparations and 
very specifically for Wendy as she 
supports both teams. Pray for peace 
to hold in Aweil.

04 Sep: The Middle East mission 
as they travel and prepare for the 
conferences. The Aweil mission in 
South Sudan fly with MAF on 5th 
and start the conference on 6th.  
Pray for protection for Wendy as  
she covers both missions.

11 Sep:  Pray for unity, protection 
and good health for the mission 
teams. The Aweil mission returns to 
Juba on 14th to run a conference for 
Military Chaplains and for former 
Darforian Rebels who have been 
saved. Pray for the power of the 
Holy Spirit to heal and restore.

18 Sep: The mission teams as they 
return to the UK and reflect on the 
goodness of God. Our intercessors 
are key to all that Flame does and 

very much part of our mission 
teams. Pray for strength  
and encouragement for them.

25 Sep: For the finances to open  
up new work in DRC. 

02 Oct: For Brenda as she runs the 
Healing Day in Coventry on 8 Oct. 
For the fruit of healing. Pray for Les, 
our faithful book-keeper, for Simon 
and all his key work across Flame 
administration, and for Natalie as she 
holds so much responsibility across 
the charity. 

09 Oct: Give thanks for Jan as 
she preaches at St John’s, Hartley 
Wintney; Charl as she encourages 
young adults to engage with 
mission; Wendy as she takes care 
of all mission admin; Brenda as she 
recruits for missions and administers 
the gift aid. 

16 Oct: For Val and Peter Marshall 
as they run the Flame Focus at Rhos-
on-Sea 22 Oct. Give thanks for the 
Trustees, and all our volunteers. We 
are so grateful to each one. Pray for 
the increase, particularly for more 
Trustees with the right skill sets.

23 Oct: The Trustee meeting is 
on 28 Oct. Pray for Mark as he 
hands over as Chairman and for the 
new Chair who in the future will 
steer us through the busy agenda. 
Give thanks for Mark and for his 
leadership of the Trustees over 
the past 7 years. For the Mission 
Training Day in Camberley on 29th.

30 Oct: The Far East mission 
departs on 2 November. Pray for safe 
travel and God’s protection over the 
team as they start the teaching and 
ministry. 
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CONTACT US TO FIND OUT MORE ABOUT THIS OPPORTUNITY
         theoffice atadmin@flameinternational.org          01252 336509 

Those of you called to intercession please get in touch too as we support each  
mission as they travel and work with prayer cover from around the globe. 

All new volunteers are trained by, and  
placed into, our experienced teams so that 
you can feel confident in your role as we travel 
together on short-term mission to minister  
into heartbreaking situations within beautiful 
and diverse communities.

And our Young Adult Programme (YAP) takes 
teams of 19-30 year olds to work directly with 
young people and emerging leaders. So, whether 
you’re 19 or 79, there’s a place for you!

Flame International is now 
sending out more teams of trained 
volunteers to more countries in 
response to more situations than 
ever before and we are always 
looking for new people who will join 
us as we seek to set people free 
from the trauma of conflict. 

JOIN US ON  
MISSION
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SEPT

Mission: Aweil, South Sudan
Please contact the office if you would like 
to join the mission team, receive prayer 
updates or to donate towards this mission.

BI
23
JUL

New Wine, week one
If you’re there, come and visit our café 
venue where our team are raising 
awareness about persecution.

Mission Aru, DRC (YAP)
Day One: St. Paul’s, Camberley, Surrey, 
GU15 2AD. Booking is essential. Please 
bring your own lunch.

01
JUL

OCT

29
OCT

Mission Training Day
St. Paul’s Church, Camberley, Surrey, GU15 
2AD. 9.30am-4pm Please bring lunch. 

22
JUL

Momentum
If you’re at this event for students, those in their 
20s and 30s, and the young at heart. pop along 
to our stand. We’d love to see you there.

02
JUL

Prayer Team Training Course
Day Five: St. Paul’s, Camberley, Surrey,  
GU15 2AD. 9.30am-4pm. Please bring  
your own lunch.

31
JUL

New Wine, week two
If you’re there, come and visit our café venue 
where we our team our  raising awareness 
about persecution.

Please Note: Prayer and training day dates are subject to change so if you’d like to attend a please book your place and get the latest info.

08
Healing Day, Coventry
Coventry Prayer House, 3-5 Priory Row, 
Coventry CV1 5EX. 9.30am-4pm. Please  
bring your own lunch.

OCT



After this photo was taken with MAF pilot Jon Cadd, lifelong 
British missionary Maud Kells was shot by bandits at her 
home in a remote African village. Rescued by an MAF plane, 
she made a remarkable recovery. Maud now lives on to be 
salt and light in her adopted village.

Watch Maud’s incredible story online at
www.maf-uk.org/maud

Registered charity in England and Wales (1064598) and in Scotland (SC039107) 
® Registered trademark 3026860, 3026908, 3026915

 MAF UK   @fl ying4life   MAFUK   MAFUKFILM

MAF uses planes to transform the lives of the world’s most 
isolated people, bringing help and hope to those in need.
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