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There are 
none so blind 
as those who 
will not see

–Proverb*

*According to the Random House Dictionary of Popular Proverbs and Sayings this proverb has been traced back to 1546 (John Heywood), and resembles the biblical 
verse Jeremiah 5:21 (“Hear now this, O foolish people, and without understanding; which have eyes, and see not; which have ears, and hear not.”) In 1738 it was used 
by Jonathan Swift in his ‘Polite Conversation’ and is first attested in the United States in the 1713 ‘Works of Thomas Chalkley’.



“THERE’S NO PERSECUTION OF CHRISTIANS 

HERE,” HE SAID. HE EVEN MANAGED TO KEEP A 

STRAIGHT FACE AS HE SAID IT.

We were meeting within the safety and 

privilege of an area with a permanent security 

perimeter, in a city that requires such a thing. 

But here’s the problem: we’d arrived at the 

meeting straight from the ghetto of the 

minority Christian population – an oppressed 

and brow-beaten people who live in abject 

poverty. At best, the nation’s people, politics, 

laws and business power-bases collude 

against them. At worst, the hard-liners send 

suicide bombers into their midst to kill and 

destroy. We’d spent the afternoon meeting 

with families who invited us into their homes 

to hear the stories of how their loved ones 

had been killed in a terrorist bombing of their 

church just a few months before.

And we’d met with men and women in the 

days before whose lives had been threatened 

because of their Christian faith. We’d sat with 

a woman mourning the death of her unborn 

child, caused by her having been set alight 

by a man contracted by her family to kill her. 

Because of her choice of faith. Later we met 

with families living in harsh conditions having 

fled from so-called Islamic State, who recalled 

the heartbreak of losing loved ones to jihadist 

executioners.

Their accounts are heartbreaking, and together 

we shed many tears. We were honoured to be 

given their permission to tell their stories and 

to take their photographic portraits.

This report is published with their permission 

and their courage. It is published for those who 

cannot see.

It is published for those who will not see.

They cover their faces to protect their 

identity but also to send us a challenge. 

They say to us, “Is this how you look at us, 

with eyes that are blind to our suffering?”

To protect these extraordinary people from 

reprisals we have changed names and places, 

and the images do not necessarily correspond 

to the stories.

Flame International.
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FLAME INTERNATIONAL SETS PEOPLE FREE 

FROM THE TRAUMA OF CONFLICT. THE 

TRAUMA COMES IN MANY FORMS, AS DOES 

THE CONFLICT. AS FLAME TEAMS ARE INVITED 

INTO DIFFERENT REGIONS AND NATIONS SO 

THE EMPHASIS AND THE LANGUAGE CHANGES 

FOR THAT SITUATION.

For years Flame has ministered into civil war 

and genocide, the violence from rebel raids 

and tribal conflict, mostly in Sub-Saharan 

Africa. More recently we’ve ministered into 

gender-based violence in DRC and historical 

conflict and the effects of communism in 

Armenia. The range of trauma and conflict 

that we’re working with is broadening. The 

vision and the work remains the same but – to 

use a military term – the theatre changes. In 

the last year we’ve been invited for the first 

time to work with the persecuted church 

and that means adding a whole new area of 

understanding and ministry preparation.

Persecution is defined as the systematic 

mistreatment of an individual or group by 

an individual or group, most commonly on 

the basis of ethnicity, politics or belief. Most 

conflict occurs along these lines of course but 

it’s mostly two groups fighting each other. It 

could be said that persecution occurs when 

only one side is fighting and the other side 

is powerless to defend itself. And the final 

expression of persecution is genocide - the 

intentional action to systematically eliminate 

an ethnic, national, racial, or religious group.

Flame International has been ministering 

into the effects of persecution for years in 

places that have experienced genocide such 

as Rwanda and Burundi, and more recently 

working in the Democratic Republic of Congo 

where rape is being used to persecute women 

on a massive scale. Flame International has 

been working with the Anglican Church over 

the last five years to train its pastors and to run 

conferences for women who’ve been raped, 

helping to set them free from the trauma of 

the violence and the stigma that goes with it.

Then in 2015 a Flame team was invited to 

spend time with people in the persecuted 

church in Asia and it was a truly humbling 

experience to minister into the lives of these 

extraordinary people. 
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One such person is Sahar. Sahar’s family lived 

on a street directly opposite a Christian church 

and, as a teenager, Sahar was attracted to the 

worship and teaching that she could hear from 

her bedroom window. One night she crept out 

and went to the church but she was found out 

and beaten by her parents. Their threats didn’t 

deter her and the following week Sahar crept 

out of her window again. The second beating 

was accompanied by terrible threats but 

over time, and with courageous persistence, 

Sahar won her fight to attend the church and 

became a Christian. The family didn’t speak 

about it but it was a cause of shame for them. 

Eventually Sahar left home and married a 

Christian man with whom she started a family. 

One summer night a few years later, in the 

early stages of pregnancy, and as she slept out 

in the open on the roof of her home, Sahar 

was woken in the early hours to find a man 

standing over her. He was pouring gasoline on 

her and then he set her alight.

Sahar was badly burned from the waist down 

and spent days in the hospital fighting for her 

life. The doctors didn’t think she would make 

it but Sahar confounded them all by making 

a full recovery. Sadly though, her baby didn’t 

survive. Today Sahar is happy, despite the tears 

we shed together for the lost baby. She has her 

other children with her and helps her husband 

as he leads a church far away from the threats 

of her shamed family. That’s not to say that 

they don’t live their lives looking over their 

shoulder. They do.

So too do those who live among the ethnic 

Christian community. There’s a stated 

government policy of tolerance towards this 

tiny minority and churches are permitted, but 

the reality is very different with terrible housing 

conditions in a clearly defined ghetto, access  

to very limited, if any, education, only the worst 

of menial jobs and restrictions on business 

ownership. These are people who are carefully 

and deliberately held down. But that’s not 

enough for the hard-liners. Suicide bombers 

are sent into the ghetto to target large 

gatherings of Christians as they try to make 

their way, wreaking destruction and terror 

on a massive scale and creating tension and 

mistrust between communities.
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Aanya’s husband was preparing to sell ice 

creams to the congregation as they made their 

way out of church on a hot and dusty Sunday 

morning when he was shot dead by a suicide 

bomber as he tried to secure the best place to 

detonate his ball-bearing-packed suicide vest. 

Another victim of the machine gun fire was 22 

year old Javed who was shot returning from 

his work on a building site. His young widow 

holds onto their young child and weeps when 

she thinks of their future just two years after 

celebrating their wedding.

A courageous church member tackled the 

bomber and wrestled him away from the 

church entrance and was killed as the bomber 

blew himself up. We spent an hour praying for 

his wife and her family. We asked if they had 

had many overseas visitors, she said they had 

but none had stayed for any length of time 

or prayed with them. We realised the courage 

of this widow’s husband because, had he not 

challenged this man, many hundreds would 

have been killed. His selfless act meant that 

many were saved because it was planned 

for the bomb to go off as more than 1,500 

worshippers were leaving the church. This lady 

obviously has much grieving to do  and the 

others we met were still in a high state of grief.

Sadly, Mariam’s father was one of the few that 

were killed by the blast, albeit not immediately. 

He lost a leg and the hospital surgeons had 

to roughly stitch on his jaw so that his family 

could sit by his side for the three days it took 

him to die. 

We shed tears together for the loss, and for 

the fearful future they now face. And this 

has become a key feature of working in this 

arena – that as much as for the trauma of past 

events, what we’re being asked to minister 

into with those being persecuted is what lies 

ahead.

We have witnessed much fear and trauma with 

people constantly looking over their shoulders 

to see  if anyone is following them. The fear is 

tangible and it impacts the whole community 

who are on tenterhooks.
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Flame International has recently responded 

to many suggestions that we get involved in 

the refugee crisis affecting tens of thousands 

of Iraqi Christians fleeing the so-called Islamic 

State into Jordan. We took a small team on an 

exploratory visit earlier this year and met with 

two families in the capital, Amman. The camps 

in the desert that we’ve all heard so much 

about are home to around 600,000 Syrian 

Muslims fleeing the civil war. They are looked 

after with international aid and provided 

shelter, food and medical care. But the camps 

are unsafe for the Christians fleeing IS in Iraq. 

They flock to the capital and, with little or no 

support, it’s the church that finds them a place 

to live and food to eat. We visited one church 

where the leader had turned his office and 

administration block into a home for a number 

of families. One church family spent all their 

time providing and caring for forty families in 

squats across the city. Their response to the 

refugee crisis is extraordinary.

In a dimly lit concrete apartment live a family 

of ten. Grandmother Sara lost her husband 

when he was executed by the Mujahedin as 

a message to other Christians to leave the 

country. They relocated until the situation 

became more settled and they returned to 

their home. But evil struck again and the 

family left for good when her son was also 

murdered by the jihadists in a fresh wave of 

persecution, leaving a wife and three children. 

They left everything behind and Sara, her 

daughter and her remaining son and their 

families fled Iraq for Jordan. Sara sat quietly 

as the children played and the family told 

their story, occasionally adding a detail or 

clarifying a point with our translator. We were 

impressed by their composure and their 

courage and it was clear that this was a strong 

and proud family. When the story had been 

told we asked Sara if she had been able to 

forgive those that had killed her husband and 

son. “Never!” she replied, and her previously 

demure countenance quickly changed. “I pray 

every day,” she said angrily, “I pray every day 

that God himself will never forgive them.”  The 

composure broke and the wounds, the pain 

and the trauma became clear. We prayed with 

them for a short time as the night became dark 

and we left with their story in our hearts.
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Some have relatives who are already settled in 

squats or spare rooms. I met one such family 

on the day that they arrived in the city. Tariq 

and Sarah, with their two children, had to 

leave Nineveh in a hurry. Tariq described the 

panic as people climbed onto flatbed trucks 

as the so-called Islamic State advanced into 

their city, and rocket-propelled grenades 

exploded closer and closer to their homes. He 

showed me his three year old daughter’s badly 

deformed finger - broken in the clamour to 

escape. There are now eight of them crammed 

into a tiny, squalid apartment that has a 

lounge, a bedroom and a tiny kitchen with a 

rudimentary toilet behind a curtain. The family 

are crammed together in the lounge as one of 

the boys recovers from the journey, resting on 

piles of clothes in the bedroom.

The refugees can’t work and so these two 

families, and many others like them, are at the 

mercy of the church who try to provide for 

them. And these are people who are not used 

to these conditions. These are respectable 

families from developed communities in Iraq. 

The men told us of their work back home, 

one as a baker and the other in business 

management, and the women, one a sweets 

trader and the other a beautician. They had 

homes, gardens, cars, lives not dissimilar to 

many of ours and then, in one awful turn of 

events, they had to leave with only the clothes 

they stood in. Tariq said that he first went to 

Baghdad to get his savings from the bank. He 

was sent away empty-handed and told that his 

money was held at his local branch - now in 

the hands of the jihadists. He used all he had to 

secure prized passports for the family.

It’s clear that the trauma they carry for the past 

is massive, but so too is the fear they have for 

the future. They, like the raped women in DRC 

and the Christians persecuted in the ghettos, 

are more concerned with what’s in front of 

them than what’s behind. 

But for the Flame teams the ministry remains 

the same - getting to the root of the fear and 

trauma and seeing God set them free to face 

their future without the spiritual and emotional 

burdens of the past.
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FLAME INTERNATIONAL IS A CHRISTIAN 

MINISTRY WITH A PASSION TO REACH OUT 

WITH GOD’S LOVE TO BROKEN AND HURTING 

PEOPLE, PARTICULARLY THOSE IN THE 

POOREST COUNTRIES OF THE WORLD, AND 

TO SEE NATIONS HEALED AND WALKING 

IN FORGIVENESS AND RECONCILIATION.  

THROUGH HEALING CONFERENCES, TRAUMA 

WORKSHOPS AND PRAYER MINISTRY, WE 

EQUIP AND TRAIN LEADERS IN THE CHURCH, 

THE MILITARY AND IN THE WIDER SOCIETY, TO 

IMPACT THEIR COMMUNITIES.

Flame International has been working with 

the Church since 2003 in countries including 

Borneo, Sierra Leone, Uganda, Rwanda, South 

Sudan, Burundi, The West Bank, China, Armenia 

and the Democratic Republic of Congo.  

Teams of trained volunteers from the UK, 

Europe, Africa and Australia run teaching 

conferences for church leaders in post-conflict 

and abuse zones. Subjects range from biblical 

standards of forgiveness and reconciliation, 

overcoming fear, anger and ungodly belief 

systems to emotional and spiritual healing. 

All conferences are run alongside practical 

workshops, prayer ministry sessions and 

outreach programmes, which see joint 

teams ministering in the local marketplaces, 

churches, military barracks and prisons.

All teaching modules are tutored using 

Flame International’s detailed teaching 

plans, whose subject matter and Christian 

doctrine are approved during the planning 

phase of each project by the receiving 

diocesan bishop.  These modules are regularly 

reviewed by the Flame executive team.  Flame 

International’s Christian teaching is rooted 

in the Anglican and Evangelical traditions.  

Flame International’s volunteers attend regular 

training days in the UK and are supported by 

an extensive prayer team whilst delivering 

projects in the field.

Gareth Barton has travelled with Flame 

International over the last seven years providing 

the charity with award-winning photographs, 

and gathering stories of people to highlight the 

charity’s work and the situations they face.
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THE CHALLENGE TO HELP THOSE SUFFERING 

PERSECUTION FOR THEIR CHRISTIAN FAITH 

IS ENORMOUS AND WE NEED TO GROW 

IN ORDER TO MEET THE INVITATIONS THAT 

WE ARE RECEIVING FROM A NUMBER OF 

COUNTRIES.

AND THIS IS WHERE WE NEED YOUR HELP.

We run conferences and schools on short-term 

mission trips facilitated by teams of trained 

volunteers backed up by a logistics team and 

prayer intercessors from around the world. 

Could this be you?

Our pray-ers provide vital prayer cover for 

each day of the year. Throughout the country 

our intercessors are kept up to date with all 

our mission trips, developments, needs and 

answers to prayer. If you’d like to join us, you 

will be allocated a specific date on which to 

pray every month. You will also be given a time 

slot in which to pray on that day – either 8am  

to 8pm or 8pm to 8am. At the end of each 

month you will be sent an update with some 

specific needs and prayer points for the 

following month.

Come and join us in the UK as we run 

various events around the country for prayer, 

training and healing ministry. These are great 

opportunities to meet with the team and 

to connect with us in fresh ways as we go 

deeper in intercession, mission and ministry 

preparation and personal development. Keep 

an eye on our events diary and on our website, 

we also publish dates on our Facebook page. 

We look forward to seeing you there.

The Flame1000 Club is seeking 1000 people 

who will give £10 or more a month to support 

the ongoing work of the charity. The club 

raises money that is primarily used to fund 

new initiatives such as the early ‘recces’ into 

new areas. It also provides essential funding 

for the less glamorous side of the work and 

enables us to get the very best office support 

team in place. We’ll send you a stylish Flame 

fleece when you sign up and keep you up 

to date with how your giving is making a 

difference throughout the year. 

Please use the adjacent form to stay connected 

with our progress here and elsewhere.
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I am a UK taxpayer*.  Please treat this and all my future
donations to Flame International as Gift Aid donations.

Boost your donation by 25p of Gift Aid for every £1 you donate. This additional 
contribution will make a huge difference to the lives of people who are being 
persecuted. All you need to do is complete your details, along with your 
signature, and tick the box to tell us that you’re a UK taxpayer.

Signature:

       Date:           /          /

Name of Bank/Building Society:

Address of Bank/Building Society:

         Postcode:

A/C Name:

A/C Number:        Sort Code:

Please pay to HSBC, 29 High Street,
Camberley, Surrey GU15 3RE
A/C Number: 81661760   Sort Code: 40-16-05

The sum of  £

Amount in words:

Commencing:                    /              /

And repeated:             Monthly              Six Monthly             Yearly

Please make CHEQUES payable to Flame International.

BACS Transfers can be made to: Flame International
Sort code: 40-16-05   A/C Number: 81661760
(Please enter your name as the payment reference so that we can thank you.)

Giving is easy ONLINE at www.flameinternational.org/donations

We are seeking 1,000 people who will give £10 or more a month to support 
our ongoing work. We’ll send you a Flame fleece and keep you up to date 
with how your giving is making a difference throughout the year.

*I am a UK taxpayer and understand that if I pay less Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax than the amount of Gift 
Aid claimed on all my donations in that tax year it is my responsibility to pay any difference.
 
Gift Aid is reclaimed by the charity from the tax you pay for the current tax year. Your address is needed to identify 
you as a current UK taxpayer. Please notify the charity if you want to cancel this declaration, change your name 
or home address, no longer pay sufficient tax on your income and/or capital gains. If you pay Income Tax at the 
higher or additional rate and want to receive the additional tax relief due to you, you must include all your Gift Aid 
donations on your Self-Assessment tax return or ask HM Revenue and Customs to adjust your tax code. 

Please send your donation with this whole form to: Flame International, PO Box 424, Aldershot, GU11 9ER 

Please accept my gift of    £

Part 4: One-Off GiftPart 3: Flame1000 Club

Signature:

       Date:           /          /

Part 5: Gift Aid

THANK YOU.

Name:

Address:

    Postcode:

Email:

Telephone:

Part 1: Your Details

Please select one or more ways to partner us in our work:

         Learn about us and receive our Burning Issues magazine         Support our work in prayer on the Prayer Carpet

         Have fun on one of our Summer Events Teams          Invite us to speak at your church or small group

         Invite us to run a Healing Day at your church           Join us on a short-term mission overseas

Part 2: Getting Involved





“I was shocked by what 
I saw, We cannot close 

ourselves off to information 
and ignore the fact that 
millions of people are out 
there suffering. I honestly 

want to help. I don’t believe 
I feel differently from 

other people. I think we all 
want justice and equality, 

a chance for a life with 
meaning. All of us would like 

to believe that if we were 
in a bad situation someone 

would help us.”
Angelina Jolie, UNHCR Special Envoy for refugees, 

speaking after her first field visits in 2001
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